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SANA'A 

We are resuming our flights to 
SANA'A as of 18th July 1994, aboard 
modem Airbus A310 Aircraft . 

For Information please contact 678321 
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Safwan Ta! retires 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Xabinet on Saturday 
approved the retirement of 
tjje director general of the 
antiquities department, Saf- 
wan AI Tal. The Council of 
Ministers also approved dis- 
solving the Eidou n municipal 
round] and set up a commit- 
tee to replace it till a new 
council is elected. The com- 
mittee ■ will be headed by 

IrbkL Finance Department 
Director Hamdan Al Jaro- 
maL The' Council of Minis- 
ters also set up a delegation 
to rep re s e nt Jordan at the 

meal Committee ofthe Arab 
xxnsing and Construction 
r Maste rs Council to be held 
in Cairo Aug. 21-23. The 
delegation will be headed by 
■ Hanning Director of the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration Shawkat Al Moma- 
nL 

Hlzbollah army 
battle in south 

NABATIYEH, Lebanon 
(AP) — Lebanese troops 
Saturday arrested two guer- 
rillas aim demanded the sur- 
render of six others after a 
shootout in South Lebanon, 
police said. The firefight 
erupted when the army step- 
pdTin to put down a quarrel 
between Hlzbollah and its 
main Shiite rival, the more 
secularoriented Amal back- 
ed bv Syria, in which one 
Amu militiaman suffered a 
knife wound, a police state- 
mot said. HizboDah men 
find oh the troops in the 
village of Zibdme near the 1 
maim town of Nabatiyeh 
with -automatic rifles and the 
sokijqsre turned fixe, accord- 
n^-Snfhe police report. Ik 
Said solders apprehended 
two Hizbollah militants in- 
vtrfved m the shooting, but 
ax others escaped into near- 
ba ravines. The army com- 
nuKT warned .Hizbollah’s 
leadership to hand them over 
quickly,” or else they will be 
taken, by force.” 

Kuwait ready to 
recognise Israel 

KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait's 
ambassador to Washington 
was quoted Saturday as 
saying nothing should stop 
hb country from recognising 
■brad after the issues erf occu- 
pied 1 Arab land and Palesti- 
nian rights are settled. 
“There are no religious 
obstacles that would stop 
Kuwait from recognising ; 
Israel.” Ambassador i 
Mo hammad Sabah Al Salem 
Al Sabah was quoted as tell- 
ing the newspaper Al Watan. 
“Tr the issues of the occupa- 
tion of land and the rights of 
Palestinian people are dealt 
with, there should be nothing 
to stop the Arab League from 
“Sung 9 decision that would 
aOow the Arab countries to 
recognise Israel,” Sbeikh 
Mohammad, a member of 
Kpwaifs Royal family, was 

e sd as saying. “We hope 
aO countries of tbe.area 
7 ® five in peace and secur- 
>tyi Including Israel. 

ftkQled in fresh 
Kabul battles 

(R) — Heavy fight- 
®g_ernpted in the Afghan 
nqabd- Kabul on Saturday, 

most ofthem civilians. 


^25, most of them civilians, 
po^ntals and military sources 
®i4 Witnesses said fences 
to President Burhanud- 
Rabbani and his oppo- 
“fds led by Prime Minister 
^offtoddm Hekmatyar and 
Jfjarthem warlord General 
Abdid Rashid Dostum ex- 
oongpd heavy artillery and 
ipcket.fire for a few hours 
early morning. Mr. 


Hekmatyar’s headquar- 
^wuth of Kabul and three 
‘Sow opposition positions, a 
fPpfcpsmah for the. president 
***• "The tarots were mam- 
Jy stqmly routes and military 
W he added. He said 
***» loyal to Mr. Rabbani 
5 J xll8 cd a ground offensive 
opposition on post- 
P 02 * around Tapae Maran- 
{JW ^strategic hill captured 
r; gJfc - Rabhani's forces last 
JgJoih- Bttf a spokesman for 
*5fc=iJfckmatyar’s Hezb-e- 
g^a^pa rty in neighbouring 
^raan said his party's fight- 
iJL Aad recaptured Tapae 


Cabinet sees King’s meeting 
with Rabin as ‘historic’ 

Jordan expects Israel to deliver on its promises 
to return territory and water, Anani says 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council of 
Ministers Saturday described 
as “historically significant” 
the meeting between His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin scheduled for 
July 25 in Washington D. C 

The Cabinet, in its regular 
Saturday session, saw the 
summit as “an opportunity to 
push the Middle East peace 
process forward” after being 
briefed by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majab and the 
head ofthe Jordanian delega- 
tion to Middle East peace 
negotiations and ambassador, 
to the U.S., Fayez Tarawneh. 

In a press conference at the 
end of the meeting. Informa- 
tion Minister Jawad Al Anani 
said that Jordan expects 
Israel to deliver on substan- 
tive issues in bilateral nego- 
tiations in return tor the 
meeting between His Majesty 
and Mr. Rabin. 

Dr. Anani also said that 
the United States administra- 
tion has com m itted itself to 
assisting Jordan economically 
and militarily. 

“Israel has promised to de- 
liver,” Dr. Anani told a press 
conference, wheuasked what 
Jordan will get in return for 
the King’s meeting with Mr. 
Rabin. 

“From the Israelis we ex- 
pect to get our land and water 
back." 

But Dr. Anani and Dr. 
Tarawneh rejected sugges- 
tions that write-off of die 
Kingdom’s debts to the U.S. 
and American military aid 
were the “price” for King 
Hussein's decision to meet 
with Mr. Rabin. 


Dr. Anani and ambassado r 
Tarawneh, addressing the 
joint press conference, said it 
was in the interest of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process 
that Jordan enjoy security in 
all aspects — internal as well 
as external and social and 
economic security. 

As such, Dr. Anani and 
Dr. Tarawneh said it was not. 
a deal under which the U.S. 
would provide assistance to 
Jordan for a meetingbetween 
die King and Mr. Rabin. 

“This is not a bargaining 
here, T give you this, you 
give me tins’,” Dr. Tarawneh 
said in reply to a question. 
“This is just putting the bare 
' facts that the stability of Jor- 
dan is very important to the 
continuity of tile peace pro- 
cess, and this is part of the 
comprehensiveness. 

“Instability in Jordan, 
whether it is economic or 
security, will spill over in the 
whole area and the exercise 
will foil ... this is a fact that 
the central position of Jordan 
in the peace process and the 
geopolitics of the area make 
it necessary that Jordan 
should be stable in economic 
security. This is not a price; 
ft’s part of the process.” 

King Hussein -and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan have repeated- 
ly said that a comprehensive 
and just peace settlement 
should essentially mean im- 
proved living standards for 
the people of the region and 
the fruits of peace fert by die 
man on the street. 

Dr. Anani noted U.S. 
President Bill Clinton fed 
committed himself to helping 
Jordan economically either in 
the form of debt or in the 


form of certain other types of 
aid during tire June visit of 
King Hussein to Washington. 

“Preadent Qmton agreed 
with His Majesty that on the 
issue of debt relief that heads 
of state would agree and con- 
sult in order to agree on the 
proper timing to address the 
legislative authority in the 
UTS. on tirin particular issue,” 
the information mi ni ew said. 

The timing of the Amer- 
ican help to Jordan is not 
determined, but the King- 
dom is assured that it would 
be forthcoming, he added. 

*Tt is not tit for tat, or quid 
pro quo; it is not Hire that,” 
Dr. Anani said. “Relations 
between states do not treat 
tiling* Klr<» that.” 

The idea of Washington 
extending debt relief and 
military aid to Jordan was 
raised more than* one year 
ago, again during a visit to 
Washington by King Hus- 
sein. Since then various re- 
ports have indicated that one 
of the means the Clinton 
administration would adopt 
to help the Kingdom was a 
full or partial write-off of the 
Kingdom's government debts 
to Washington. 

Such a move req ui res con- 
gressional approval and 
hence the tigomcance of the 
King’s address to a joint ses- 
sion of the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives on ■ 
July 25, when the Monarch 
will also meet with Mr. 
Rabin. 

Asked at Saturday’s press 
conference why Jordan felt it 
needed military equipment at 
a time when it is moving 
towards peace with Israel, 
Dr. Anani pointed out that a 
peace-seeker does not have 


to be weak while making 
peace. 

He said Jordan had not 
drawn up a “shopping list” of 
its requirements; nor was it 
seeking specific security 
guarantees from the U.S. 

“We are seeking to en- 
hance Jordan's ability to 
maintain its own security,” 
Dr. Anani said. “Jordan’s 
concept of security means 
comprehensive security. It is 
not only military, arms, but 
we are also talking about 
soda! and economic security 
that we need to enhance.” 

“The fragmentation of the 
peace process by giving more 
weight to the other side at the 
expens e of the other might be 
a cause for security,” he said. 
“We believe that the interna- 
tional eonuiiniiity, the U.S., 
have also liabilities 

and resp on s ib ilities became 
of their deep interest in this 
part of the world." 

Dr. Tarawneh, who 
addressed reporters along- 
side Dr. Anani, erplawiftri 
that while the U.S. adminis- 
tration “represented by the 
president has announced its 
commitment vis-a-vis debt re- 
lief — the administration is 
not the decision maker.” 

Dr. Tarawneh said that the, 
“decision maker in die U.S. 
is foe congress because there 
is a legislative process and the 
administration can only re- 
commend to the congress to 
pass a certain legislation.” 

He said that the feet that 
His. Majesty's schedule in- 
dudes an appointment to 
address a joint session of 
Congress “has political rami- 
fications.” 

(Continued on page 2) 



Bh Majesty King Hussein on Saturday addresses Armed Forces officers hi the south (Armed 
Farces photo) 

Jordan has the right to 
defend its rights — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
seeking a just and compre- 
hensive peace and it is Jor- 
dan's right to defend its rights 
by all means. His Majesty 
King Hussein said Saturday. 

Speaking to Armed Forces 
officers during an inspection 
visit to the militar y headquar- 
ters in southern Jordan, the 
King said that his accept an ce 
of an invitation to go to 
Washington and meet with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was in fulfillment 
of national duty. 

“When a Jordanian meets 
with an Israeli the Jordanian 
will be representing the King- 
dom while the Israeli wfll be 
representing the state of 
Israel,” King Hussein said. 
“We are responsible for the 
Kingdom in the present and 
the future. As to myself I am 
ready to sacrifice myself for 
you all for the homeland,” 
King Hussein said. 

“Men should not fear an 
encounter with men and we 


never feared anyone in the 
past and will never fear any- 
one in the future. Our right is 
known to all and we will 
defend it and regain it while 
we seek to achieve a just and 
lasting peace acceptable to 
all.” 

The_King said: 

“There might be some peo- 
ple who could say that we 
fear of being swallowed up by 
o fliers. But we are not an 
easy prey. In the 1940s there 
was a big difference between 
us and Israel considering that 
its citizens were Europeans 
who had gained different ex- 
periences and were more 
qualified ... But, thank God, 
die men of this country have 
great potential and their past 
achievements are of die level 
that enables them to deal 
with any challenge and to 
deal with any new- situation 
with efficiency. 

“Therefore this country is 
not easy prey for anyone. On 
the contrary, if the opportu- 


nities are available and the 
picture changes, we would 
be able to achieve a great 
deal as we did in the past 
when we achieved something 
tantamount to miracles 
through our steadfastness 
and our diligence. If there are 
better opportunities, I be- 
lieve that we will manfo forth 
and achieve something to 
make us all satisfied and reas- 
sured about die nation’s pre- 
sent and future and that of 
the coining generations.” 

With reference to the 
national congress that en- 
dorsed the National Charter 
under the umbrella of the 
Constitution, the King said 
“we met at the national level 
and with the participation of 
representatives of all sectors 
and discussed the given situa- 
tion and we took a unani- 
mous decision because this is 
a democratic country and the 
Jordanian citizens are free to' 

(Continued on page 12) 


Clinton pledges comprehensive peace to Crown Prince urges Jordanians 


Assad; Syrian media cool to Peres 


to look closely at peace agenda 


By a Jordan Times Staff Re- 
porter with agency dispatches 
U.S. PRESIDENT Bill din- 
ton has assured Syrian leader 
Hafez Al Assad that the U.S. 
wants a comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East, an official 
Syrian spokesman said Satur- 
day. 

The spokesman, quoted by 
die official Syrian Arab News 
Agency (SANA), said die 
assurance that the U.S. “is 
committed to comprehensive 
peace” in the Middle East 
was made daring a telephone 
call that Mr. Clinton made to 
President Assad on Friday. 

In Washington, Mr. Clin- 
ton said Friday he bad talked 
with Mr. Assad and empha- 
sised that the U.S. was in- 
deed seeking a comprehen- 
sive settlement to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 


The president also in- 
formed Mr. Assad of the 
U.S. invitation to IBs Majes- 
ty King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin to meet in Washington 
on July 25. 

Syria, which implicitly 
criticised Jordan’s progress in 
negotiations with Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) peace 
deal with Israel, did not com- 
ment Saturday on the sum- 
mit. • 

The Syrian official said 
talks between Mr. Qintoa 
and Mr. Assad dealt with 
developments of the peace 
process and die tour of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to the region due 
to start on Sunday. 

There was no dear indica- 
tion on how Damascus 


viewed the American assur- 
ance and whether it was 
enough to produce a break- 
through in die stalled IsraeH- 
Syrian track of peace negotia- 
tions. It was also not dear 
bow the Syrian leade rs hip 


viewed a statement by Isneli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres endorsing Syria’s 
sovereignty over die Golan 
Heights. 

The statement was widely 
seen as paving the way for 
advancing the Sytran-Israeli 
peace talks ahead of Mr. 
Christopher's visit. 

However, official Syrian 
media reacted coolly to the 
comment, saying Mr. Peres 
was not stating any new posi- 
tion. 

Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak was in touch with 
Mr. Assad over the phone. 


Eygptian media reported, 
adding the two men discussed 
the “latest developments” in 
the peace process. 

Amr Musa, the Egyptian 
foreign minister, welcomed 
Mr. Peres’ comments as a 
“step in the right direction” 
and expressed hope that the 
Syrian- Israeli trade of nego- 
tiations would make prog- 
ress. 

In bis comments over the 
weekend, Mr. Peres said 
Israel had “recognised Syrian 
sovereignty on the Golan 
.time after time,” and that 
Syria had not accepted a deal 
in the 70s under which Israel 
would have returned die 
strategic plateau to Syria as 
part of a peace agreeemeot. 

In Amman, Information 


Yemen declares Aden 
curfew to restore order 


ADEN (Agencies) — The 
Yemeni government has im- 
posed a 12 -day curfew on the 
southern city of Aden from 
Saturday night to try to res- 
tore order in the war-ravaged 
dty. 

An Interior Ministry state- 
ment broadcast on Radio 
Aden said the curfew would 
allow security services to 
“arrest the instigators of dis- 
order.” 

‘The curfew will operate 
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m., from 
this Saturday to Friday July 
27 at midnight,” it said. 

Aden has been ransacked 
in an orgy of looting after 
northern troops captured it 
nine days ago, ending two 
months of civil war between 
forces loyal to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and those of 
breakaway southern leader 
Ali Salem *A1 Beidh. 

Public services have been 
brought to a standstill in the 
port city and offices, shops 
and hospitals stripped bare. 


On Friday, the government 
announced a package of “im- 
mediate, argent and dissua- 
sive measures aimed at en- 
ding illegal actions targeting 
public and private property” 
in Aden. 

It said it would efisband all 
miHtias and private armed 
gangs, and said the city’s 
security apparatus would be 
rebuilt “on new bases to en- 
able die restoration of secur- 
ity and calm.” 

Mr. Saleh pledged Tuesday 
'that jife would return to nor- 
mal in Aden ’‘within 20 
days." 

Sanaa declared a curfew in 
all of Yemen's northern pro- 
vinces. during the civil war 
which broke out on May 5. 

Aden’s population, which 
swelled to half a lmDion from 
the pre-war 350,000, is still 
suffering water, food and pet- 
rol shortages. Offices, gov- 
ernment institutions, homes 

(Cwdfcwd on page 12) 


Arafat offers to buy 
land in Jerusalem 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 

Arafat appealed to Palesti- 
nians in Arab East Jerusale m 
on Saturday not to sell their 
property to Israelis, saying 
the self-rule authority would 
buy it instead. 

*1 want to request from the 
people of Jerusalem to stop 
selling land and property in 
Jerusalem .(to Israelis)," Mr. 
Arafat told 'a visiting Palesti- 
nian delegation from Jeru- 
salem at the Palestine Hotel, 
his temporary headquarters. 

Delegates complained to 
Mr. Arafat that Israel was 
confiscating their property in 
East Jerusalem or pressuring 
them to sell. Some said finan- 
cial problems compelled 
them to sell. 

Mir. Arafat said: “Whoever 
is in need of money, tell me, 
Abu Ammar (Arafat), come 
and buy, and I will solve his 
problems. 

“Now we have a Palesti- 


nian National Authority and 
whoever feels conditions 
compel him to sell should 
come to it and ask it to bhy 
instead of selling it (to 
Israelis).” 

He said Palestinians had 
the right to daim East Jeru- 
salem and the Palestinian flag 
would be raised in Jerusalem 
soon. 

Mr. Arafat charged that 
Israel was violating its 
September setf-nle deal with 
the Palestine .Liberation' 
. Organisation (PLO) by trying 
to make geographic and de- 
mographic changes in Jeru- 
salem and by dosing the Holy 
City to Palertnrians from out- 
side. 

“(Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin promised to solve this 
problem of dosing Jerusalem 
but I don’t think our coming 
days will be milk and honey. 
Our path is very difficult and 
long,” he said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan on Saturday 
urged the Jordanian people 
to examine foe Jordanian- 
Israeli agenda with a view to 
better understanding its de- 
tails, noting that the agenda 
constitutes a project for 
enabling the Kingdom to re- 
gain its sovereignty over its 
usurped territory. 

Speaking to reporters after 
chairing a meeting of foe 
Jordanian side to the joint 
Jordanian-Israeli working 
group on water, energy ana 
the environment which is due 
to convene in Wadi Araba on 
Monday, the Crown Prince 
said the Kingdom believes 
there can be no peace with- 
out the active participation of 
all the concerned parties in 
foe negotiations. 

The Prince said contacts 
among Arab countries were 
going on at the highest levels . 
and within the framework of 
contacts between the U.S. 
administration and Damascus 
on the one hand and the 
continued dialogue with the 
Palestinians on the other. 
Prince Hassan said Jordan 

expects the world community 
and the United States to 
admit that Jordan has shoul- 
dered a heavy burden over 
the past decades resulting 
from the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Stressing that Jordan does 
not accept a situation where 
ft merely reacts to events, die 
Crown Prince said the King- 
dom would take initiatives m 
search for peace as long as 
foe United States and various 
other international parties 
are ready and willing to reo- 
ogmse the Kingdom* status 
and role in trying to regain fts 
sovereignty over its lost terri- 
tory. • 

The Crown Prince said foe 
■meeting in Washington on 
July 25 between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin at the U.S. Congress 
“constitutes a dear recogni- 



& & S 


Hk Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Saturday 
chairs a meeting of Jordanian negotiators with Israel (photo 
by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


non that Washington recog- 
nises and appreciates the 
King’s wisdom and courage." 

The King a few days ago 
announced before the 
Cabinet and parliament 
members that he would not 
hesitate to meet the Israeli 
prune minister if such meet- 
ing was conducive to serving 
Jordan’s interest and would 
lead to peace, the Crown 
Prince noted. 

“I believe that the July 25 
meeting in Washington is 
a very important event on the 
long and arduous road and 
continued endeavours by the 
concerned parties to reach a 
peace,” he said. 

Referring to foe nature of 
foe meeting he chaired in the 
presence of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, foe 
Crown Prince said be stressed 
to the members of the Jorda- 
nian delegation the overlap- 
ping of water, energy and 
environment issues like the 
interlinkage existing between 
security and borders issues. 

Prince Hassan expected 
discussions with Israel over 
these outstanding issues to 
take a long time. 

Following die meeting. In- 
formation Minster Jawad Al 
Anani said that die Crown 
Prince had stressed that the 


peace process “is lengthy and 
that Jordan should adopt a 
strategy whereby it considers 
the peace negotiations as a 
battle that requires good 
planning and clear strategies, 
and the availability of 
alternative plans in expecta- 
tion of proposals from 
Israel.” 

In addition, -said Dr. Anani. 
Prince Hassan stressed that 
Jordan will not accept peace 
at any price as some people 
might think. 

“On the contrary we want 
to achieve an honourable, 
just and lasting peace and to 
achieve this we are in need of 
great efforts to be exerted at 
the negotiating table well 
equipped with all legal, poli- 
tical, social and scientific 
knowledge about the various 
aspects of the peace process 
and what it entails,” he 
added. ■ 
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ed Cross says Aden chaos catastrophic [ jj MEWS | N br, ef 


By a Jordan Times 
StafT Reporter 

AMMAN — The water situa- 
iton in iho southern Yemeni 
P°rt city of Aden is de- 
teriorating and a catastrophe 
is round the corner unless 
proper security is provided 
j or supply trucks which offer 
interim help to residents, a 
senior Red Cross official said 
SaturJjt . 

Jean-Frjncois Golay. rep- 
resentative iif the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cress. who staved in Yemen 
throughout the civil war that 
started on May 4 and ended 
iwi« weeks ago. also said the 
■ill-Suiv. agency was giving 
priority to extending medical 
.i.'MMjiicc to hospitals and 
■•iiinnc detention centres. 

Mr. Goby, who arrived 
here Friday from Yemen on 
his ivji to his Geneva head- 
quarter*. declined to provide 
■ ny number for casualties in 
Me nine-week war or the 


detainees whom the ICRC 
visited during and after the 
conflict, 

"It is very difficult to arrive 
at definite numbers because 
we have not visired all facili- 
ties." Mr. Golay told a press 
conference. But. he said, the 
ICRC was helping families 
trace their relatives in deten- 
tion. 

One of the main tasks 
undertaken by the ICRC in 
situations of conflict is help- 
ing establish communications 
between detainees and their 
families in addition to helping 
trace missing people. 

Commenting on the situa- 
tion in Aden. Mr. Golay said 
it would be several weeks 
before the central water sta- 
tion at Bir Nasser could be 
repaired and piped water 
supply could be restored to 
the city. 

The central station, which 
collects water from surround- 
ing areas and pumps it to city 


residents, was damaged in 
shelling during the war. In 
addition, water pipes were 
also hit in shelling as well as 
damaged hecause of heavy 
military traffic over them. 

As repair work continues 
at Bir Nasser, the ICRC is 
using trucks to ferry in water 
to the -most vulnerable peo- 
ple" in Aden from elsewhere, 
but well-organised distribu- 
tion is simply not possible 
because of chaos, Mr. Golay 
told the press conference. 

“Water is so scarce in 
Aden that as soon as a water 
truck appears it is over- 
whelmed by people who want 
water. 1 * leading to riots and 
posing serious risk to ICRC 
volunteers, Mr. Golay said. 
“The situation has to be 
addressed immediately." 

"Despite the cessation of 
hostilities, the ICRC consid- 
ers the population of Aden as 
more threatened than ever," 
he said. 


While it is "easy to under- 
stand" the behaviour of the 
people, such a chaotic situa- 
tion also leads to deprivation 
of water of those who need it 
most, particularly hospital 
patients. 

The ICRC estimates that 
Aden, with a population of 
more than 400.000. needs a 
minimum of two million litres 
of water based on a per-day 
“minimum” daily consump- 
tion of four to five litres each. 
This means ten 50, 000-litre 
trucks making four trips per 

day. 

The ICRC is in no position 
to meet this demand. Mr. 
Golay said, and can only con- 
centrate on stopgap measures 
to address the needs of the 
most pressing cases. “It is an 
infra-red short-term solu- 
tion," he conceded, but the 
only means available at 
ICRC disposal. 

Up to 40 “traditional" wa- 
ter wells in Aden are being 


used now to meet the im- 
mediate needs of the popula- 
tion; the ICRC has supplied 
pumping equipment to 25 of 
them in addition to chlorine 
for purification for all of 
them. 

In view of the large con- 
sumption. the water wells are 
depleting fast and face the 
risk of seepage of polluted or 
high salinity water into the 
wells which will raise the 
spectre of epidemics if con- 
sumed. Mr. Golay said. 

The only way to handle the 
problem until the regular wa- 
ter supply station is repaired 
and restored to pre-crisis 
levels “in three to four 
weeks." Mr. Golay said, is to 
preposition large water 
trucks in strategic locations 
around the city and replenish 
them with water trucked in 
from elsewhere regularly 
under a proper security en- 
viomment. 

"Fuel supply is another 


problem." he said, noting 
that fuel trucks will have to 
travel with convoys of water 
trucks to feed them in view of 
the large distances that have 
to be covered. 

The ICRC, which main- 
tains an international staff 
strength of 25 supported by 
45 local employees and works 
in coordination with the 
Yemeni Red Crescent Socie- 
ty, has already supplied up to 
35 tonnes of medical supplies 
to various hospitals and 
stands ready to send in more 
depending on needs, Mr. 
Golay said. 

The agency has set up a 
surgery unit of its own staffed 
by two doctors at A[ Thawra 
hospital in the city of Taiz. he 
said. 

■ In Aden, other problems 
facing relief work at hospitals 
included temperatures soar- 
ing up to more rhan 40 de=- 
grees Celsius and frequent 
power cuts, he said. 


Cabinet sees King’s meeting with Rabin as ‘historic’ 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


"There is a margin to intro- 
duce and pass legislation if 
the two houses and the admi- 


nistration agree on a certain 
move,” Dr. Tarawneh said. 

“This is distinctive." Dr. 
Tarawneh said in response to 
a question about the signifi- 
cance of addressing the joint 
session, adding that it is “not 
usual to invite heads of state 
to address a joint session and 
this is a major event.” 

The importance of the in- 
vitation to the King, in con- 
trast to the invitation to 
Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat who signed the Camp 
David accords with Israel, is 
that congress will host the 
King without requiring the 
signing of a peace treaty. 

“The King's invitation (to 
address the joint session) 
without a peace treaty is an 
important indication," he 
said adding that that, "cou- 
pled with the U.S. adminis- 
tration's commitment to help 
Jordan financially and mili- 
tarily. indicates that 
Washington is serious" in its 
pledges to Jordan. 

Asked to respond to critic- 
ism by some Arab parties of 
His Majesty's acceptance of 
President Clinton's invita- 
tion. Dr. Anani said Jordan 
expected to hear “a lot of talk 
from different sides." 


“Each side in the 
framework of this important 
event wants to utilise this 
event according to his politic- 
al agenda." 

“We know exactly what we 
want ... Jordan wants a com- 
prehensive and just peace 
and wants to maintain the 
integrity of the (Jordan- 
Israel) agenda," Dr. Anani 
pointed out. 

“We know that the nego- 
tiations process is not easy 
and that there are necessities 
and steps that have to be 
fullfilled to reach the goal," 
he said. “Therefore, we are 
very dear ... we will not sign 
a peace treaty and then go 
back to negotiations ... we 
have to discuss the items and 
reach agreement; the peace 
treaty will come at the end in 
the form of a clear agreement 
that we do not need to go 
back to and discuss again." 

“Everyone must realise 
that within the peace process 
each side has its own aims,” 
he said. “We hear a lot from 
the Israeli press that achieve- 
ment of peace could come 
through particular symbols. 
These symbols, if they do not 
come at the right time for 
(us) would mean allowing for 
pushing the Israeli priorities 
at the expense of the Jorda- 
nian side." 


He said that the time was 
now opportune to “push 
negotiations in the (nght) 
direction and to create the 
proper momentum in it.'* 

He pointed out that Jordan 
did not enter into negotia- 
tions for the sake of negotia- 
tions “but to negotiate and 
reach a conclusion." 

“We believe that right now 
is a very good opportunity to 
set the negotiations on the 
right track that would lead to 
arriving at peace." 

“When we say that we 
want a peace that is rich in 
content and context we mean 
that we also have to worry 
about Jordanian needs," Dr. 
Anani said, adding that “we 
have a writing on the wall to 
say that there is serious con- 
cern about Jordan’s needs.” 

“We axe seeking our right 
to exercise sovereignty over 
our land and water and after 
that to complete the rest of 
the items on the common 
agenda,” Dr. Anani said. 

“We know that each side 
has its demands and priori- 
ties, but die negotiations pro- 
cess is to determine the right 
place and the right proce- 
dures to achieve the interests 
of each party,” he added. 

’Asked whether the people 
of Jordan were ready to 
accept the scheduled meeting 
between His Majesty and Mr. 
Rabin. Dr. Anani said: “First 


of all we should not appoint 
ourselves as judges of the 
situation that His Majesty is 
in.” 

“His Majesty has been the 
leader of this country for four 
decades ... he is very sensi- 
tive to the seeds and require- 
ment of the Jordanian people 
... he can be a very good 
judge of the people and what 
they aspire to ... he has al- 
ways been frank and candid 
with the people. The King 
said ahead of time he was 
going to meet with prime 
minister Rabin and the (sche- 
duled) time was thought of as 
optimal for such a meeting to 
take, place.” 

Dr. Anani added: “Peo- 
ple's attitudes sometimes get 
mixed between what they feel 
about the whole peace pro- 
cess and their reactions to a 
given development in the 
process; some people have an 
attitude about the peace pro- 
cess they think it will not add 
up to much ... they think that 
Israel is not going to deliver.” 

But, he said, “we cannot 
help that ... it is a free coun- 
try ... a democratic country, 
and we expect that different 
opinions will be expressed 
here and there.” He said he 
felt confident that the 
“majority of Jordanians, 
when they see that peace is 
fair and equitable, they will 
certainly go for it.” 


in plot to kill Alfi 


CAIRO (AFP) — A military 
court Saturday sentenced five 
militants to death who were 
accused of plotting to kill 
Egyptian Interior Minister 
Hassan A1 Alfi. 

The five were among 17 
militants on trial at the Cairo 
higher military court for a 
bomb attack in the Egyptian 
capital last August, which 
wounded General Alfi in the 
arm and killed three passers- 
by. 

The court also sentenced 
six defendants to five years of 
hard labour and four to three 



years. 

Two defendants were ac- 


Sanaa faces challenge of old suspicions 


ADEN (R) — Yemen's 
victorious north faces the 
lough »a>k of restoring basic 
services to captured Aden, 
bet its even suffer challenge 
is overcoming deep-rooted 
'.uspicions that sparked the 
country's two momhs of war. 

Residents of this southern 
city, who endured weeks of 
siege anil shelling followed by 
deie-il and widespread loot- 
ing. say the north wants to 
wipe out the political and 
economic autonomy of the 
ioi suer Marxist south. 

In .: ’.cone reminiscent of 
the collapse of communism in 
c.T4< rn Europe, northerners 
ripped troin Us stand a threc- 
niuito bronze statue of two 
people holding hammers, 
representing Aden's inde- 
pendence and socialist vic- 
tors in is*t»7 against British 


Although there have been 
no public displays of opposi- 
tion to the northern control 
:n the week since Aden fell, 
many residents privately 
voice bitterness that they are 
now being ruled by President 
Ah Abdullah Saleh. 

“They l northerners I say 
thev want Aden to be the 


economic capital of Yemen 
so why do they steal our 
goods and burn down out 
factories?” said Mahmoud, 
an engineer at Aden's Hiswa 
power station where offices 
have been systematically ran- 
sacked. 

“This is annexation, not 
unity." said one of his col- 
leagues. echoing the long- 
standing views of defeated 
southern leaders during the 
four years of unity with the 
north. 

The northern victory in the 
war has crushed a bid by 
southern leader Ali Salem Al 
Bcidh to secede from unity. 
His officials say he plans to 
regroup leading southerners 
who fled like him when Aden 
and other parts of the south 
were captured. 

Accusations fly in Aden as 
to who started the rampage 
of lawlessness, still not under 
control, which wrecked gov- 
ernment offices, companies, 
hotels as well as houses and 
many shops. 

Whoever was responsible, 
the violence and suffering in 
Aden, where people queue 
daily for untreated water at 
ancient wells, has highlighted 


a deep gulf of mistrust and 
historic divide between this 
liberal city and the conserva- 
tive capital Sanaa. 

“The northerners are 


tribesman, they are ruled by 
the imams. Now they will 
control us," said one man. 

“They want Sharia (Islamic 
law) and no more socialism. 
They won’t even let women 
work.” said a southern jour- 
nalist. 

Aden, a largely secular 
society after a hundred years 
of British occupation fol- 
lowed by local Marxist rule, 
has long tolerated drinking 
and even brewing alcohol. 

But northern troops 
burned down Aden's brewery 
within hours of entering the 
city last week. Since then, 
liquor stores have been ran- 
sacked and their contents 
smashed to chants of " Allahu 
Akbar." 

Northerners have other 
suspicions about their south- 
ern compatriots. 

Defence Minister Abdu 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi said 
this week he aimed to reinte- 
grate the defeated southern 
army brigades into a unified 
Yemeni force within six 


months. 

"But they are more Marx- 
ists than the Soviets ever 
were. They cannot adjust to 
the new world order," he 
complained. 

The cabinet is trying at 
meetings in Aden to come up 
with a master plan to repair 
the damaged city and restore 
order. 

“This cabinet meeting is 
rubbish. People are now 
saying the north is trying to 
make us emigrate," said one 
bussinesman. 

Residents say the damage 
to their city is the worst they 
can remember in decades of 
turbulant history, including 
a 1986 coup in which 
thousands of people were 
killed. 

They say food convoys car- 
rying fruit, vegetables and 
meat from the fertile north to 
the parched southern city 
often do not reach the most 
needy and that some convoys 
are reluming north piled high 
with looted goods. 

"They may give, but look 
what they take back.” said 
one resident. “If the north- 
erners stay here, everyone 
will leave.” 


quitted. 

Military courts have now 
handed down 55 death sent- 
ences since 1992, 39 of which 
were carried out. 

Nine of the defendants 
were charged with being 
members of Talaeh A1 Fatah 
(Vanguard of Conquest), the 
military wing of the fun- 
damentalist group AJ Jihad 
(holy war). 

Lesser charges included 
possession ana trading in 
illegal weapons, and forging 
identity papers. 

The trial, which opened 
June 5, was held amid tight 
security in the Gabal A1 
Ahmar military base on the 
edge of a Cairo suburb. 

Soldiers set up roadblocks 
at the base’s entrance, and 
barred relatives crowding at 
the gate, allowing in only one 
for each defendant. 

The foreign press was ban- 
ned from the court. 

The verdict was announced 
about 30 minutes after the 
session opened. 

The defendants later 
emerged from the base in a 
military truck, waving to 
their relatives through tiny 
windows and chanting anti- 
government slogans. 

There was a heavy military 
escort. 

Relatives chased after the 
convoy, shouting out the 
mens’ names. Some mothers 
threw themselves on the 
ground in grief. 

“Our men are with God, 
and the government is against 
those who are with God," 
said Howaida, wife of Osama 
Mohammad Rashad, who 
was one of those sentenced to 
death. 

Mr. Rashad and another 
accused were only arrested 
last week. 

The five facing death were 
also accused of murdering a 
dissident member of their 
group and the main prosecu- 
tion witness in the trial of 
militants convicted of trying 


Hassan A1 Alfi 


to kill Prime Minister Atef 
Sedlri in November. 

Dr. Sedki escaped the 
attack unharmed, but a 15- 
year-old girl died. 

The prosecution had also 
tried to charge the defen- 
dants with plotting to assas- 
sinate U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Boutros Ghali during an 
African summit in Cairo in 
June 1993, but failed to make 
the accusation stick. 

The defendants all pleaded 
not guilty to the charges, 
saying their confessions were 
extracted under torture. 

Court medical reports con- 
firmed that at least one de- 
fendant, Masud A1 Aref 
Taleb, was tortured, a source 
in the Egyptian Human 
Rights Organisation said. 

In October 1992 President 
Hosni Mubarak decided to 
transfer all trials of militants 
to military courts to ensure 
speedy verdicts and ensure 
that penalties were carried 
out. 

The militants launched a 
violent campaign two years 
ago to oust Mr. Mubarak’s 
secular government- Nearly 
400 people have died in the 
violence. 


Kuwaiti deported 


Egypt deported a Kuwaiti 
charity worker suspected of 
funding militants in Cairo, 
security sources said on 
Saturday. 

The sources said Abdul 
Rahman A1 Mujaibil. who 
was arrested i n Egypt in 
April after giving a cheque to 
a printing press owner as a 
fee for producing copies of an 
Islamic reference book, was 
sent home on Friday. 

The Islamic Heritage Re- 
vival Committee, a Kuwaiti 
charity, said last May that 
one of its workers had been 
arrested in Cairo for handing 
over the cheque, but did not 
sav how much it was for. 
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King Hassan names new finance minister 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco on Friday 
appointed Mourad Chcrif, 49, as finance minister ttf 
replace Mohammad Sagou, the information ministry said.' 
Mr. Cherif served briefly as minister of foreign trade and 
investments in 1993. He is a former director-general of tht 
Omnium Nord Africain (ON A), the largest private enter- 
prise in the country which is part-owned by the royal 
family. His career has also included senior executive ' 
in other private enterprises, notably in the mining sector; 
Mr. Sagou was appointed last November when the king 
named a government of non-party technocrats. He had 
served as deputy to the previous finance minister. Moha- 
mad Benrada. Mr. Sagou put together the 1994 state budget 
adopted by parliament. But financial sources said they' 
believed a supplementary budget would be brought in 
because the deficit was expected to be higher at 3.S per cent 
of gross domestic product than the 1.5 per cent originally 
forecast by Mr. Sagou. 


Detained Iranian women meet families 


5 sentenced to death 


NICOSIA (R) — Three Iranian women, arrested for the 
murder of two Christian pastors and for planning to plant 
bombs in Iran, had a tearful reunion with their famfles on 
Friday, the official Iranian news agency IRNA reported. It 
said tire -women told their relatives, m the presence of 
reporters, that they were ashamed of their links to the 
Iraq-based opposition Mujahedeen-e-Khalq group, which 
Iran blames for the killings and attempted bombs. Iran has 
arrested the three women and a man for killing Christian 
clerics Tateos Michaelian and Mehdi Dibaj and planning to 
bomb a Shite shrine and a Sunni mosque. The Mujahe- 
deen deny responsibility and blame the bombing and 
murders on the Iranian government. 


Fire rages in grounds of Tehran prison 


TEHRAN (R) — A fire raged for about five hours late on 
Friday in the grounds of Tehran's huge Evin prison and 
explosions -were heard there but neighbours said there did 
not appear to be any casualties and buildings were 
untouched. There was no official word on Saturday on the 
fire or what caused it. The prison is a major landmark in 
Tehran’s residential northern suburbs and became noto- 
rious during the rule of the late Shah of Iran as a place 
where political prisoners were held. It continued to be used 
by the government after the 1979 Islamic revolution. 
Neighbours said prison authorities may have been trying to 
clear an area of shrub and thick vegetation between the 
prison buildings and its outer perimeter wall but the fire 
had apparently gone out of control. The area was believed 
to have been mined since the days of die Shah. 


Sudan state governor eases food shortage 


KHARTOUM (R) — The governor of a central Sudanese 
state hit by a drought that has forced thousands of people 
to flee has bought sorghum to ease a food shortage, a. 
government newspaper said on Saturday. The newspaper' 
Al Sudan Al Hadith quoted Mohammad Al Hassan Al 
Amin, governor of northern Kordofan state, as saying his 
government had borrowed 200 million Sudanese pounds 


(£645,000) to buy sorghum, -Sudan's staple food. In the pari' 
few months thousands of people were reported to have fled- 


few months thousands of people were reported to have fled 
from northern Kordofan towards Khartoum because of the 
drought. But Mr. Amin said some people were now 
returning because of the stability in northern Kordofan. He 
said 50 per cent of the sorghum requirements of the people 
had been met. 


Turkey nabs nine for heroin smuggling 


ANKARA (R) — A Turkish court ordered the arrest of 
seven Britons, one Pakistani and a Turk for attempting to 
smuggle 6.7 kilogrammes of heroin to, Britain, Anatolia 
news agency said. The state security court in the Aegean 
port of Izmir charged the nine on Friday with “organised 
drugs smuggling,” it said in an overnight report. The 
offence, much graver than possession or sale of drugs under 
Turkish laws, is punishable by 15 years in jail. An official of 
the Foreign Office in London confirmed the names of the, 
Britons as Simon Jone Jellet, born 1975. Karen Springett/ 
born 1958, Melissa Jayne Harcombe, born 1971, John 
Albert Miller, born 1938. Daniel James Simmonds, boni' 
1971, Bany Stephen Harwood, born 1952 and Ozkan 
Djemal, born 1949. Turkish newspapers said Djemal was 
bom a Turkish Cypriot. Police earlier said six of the Britons' 
has been detained in the resort of Kusadasi on July 12 with - 
3.3 kilogrammes of heroin as they boarded a boat bound 
for Greece. Police seized the seventh Briton in a hotel and 
Pakistani Mohammad Anwar in his Kusadasi home with 
the rest of the drugs. 


S. Africa probes Israel tie in murders 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African police probing ■ 
two murders they believe were committed by Israeli agents 
have added another two killings to their investigations, 
newspapers reported on Saturday. Detectives were study- 
ing whether a double murder in the eastern Cape City of 
Port Elizabeth last May was connected to the other killings, 
the papers said. In the Port Elizabeth killings, Scott Ayton 
and Felix Coetzee were tied up in the home of Ayton's 
parents and shot in the back of the head. Police at the time 
could suggest no motive but Port Elizabeth police spokes- 
man Henry Chalmers was quoted as saying there could be a 
link to the killing of Allan Kidger and Wynand van Wyki 
Johannesburg police have said they believe Mossad killed 
Kidger in November 1991 and Van Wyk in April last year 
in an effort to bait the shipment of strategic chemicals to 
Israel’s enemies. Detectives have also reopened inquiries* 
into two apparent suicides which they believe could bt? 
connected to the plot. 
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Peaches — 680/580 

Tomato - 90/50 

Siring beans 32V2M 

Watermelon — 100/ 50 
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The delegation 
?¥s®«d that it would seek 
^•^Jndude contracts with 
gjfratynigts specialising in 
Sp^ng school -curricula 
Bgj* teachers to instruct 
gf^eping and acconntan- 
arts,. Arabic and com- 
m™ objects at Bahraini 


King congratulates Petra Russian envoy arrives for talks 
on 25 th anniversary on peace process developments 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Satur- 
day sent a message to the 
staff and management of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
on the agency’s 25th 
anniversary wishing them 
continued success in their 
mission. 

‘1 send jam my greetings and 
appreciations on this 
anniversary and I bless your 
efforts to serve the nation,” 
said the King. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
said the King, serves as Jor- 
dan’s dear voice, reaching 
various parts of the world, 
and I fully back your en- 
deavours and bless yoar 


work, which is conducted 
with objectivity, seeks the 
truth and is performed with a 
commitment to honour die 
profession. 

The agency currently re- 
leases nearly 200 news items 
and other informative mate- 
rial in Arabic and English on 
a daily basis. 

Through agreements with 
the Federation of Arab News 
Agencies, Petra has been 
maintaining links with va- 
rious news agencies of the 
Arab, Islamic and foreign na- 
tions. 

Petra employs 170 work- 
ers, including 100 journalists 


Minister urges more 
training in trades 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Khaled Ghzawi 
Saturday urged educational 
and vocational institutions 
and universities to develop 
training programmes that 
would cater to the needs of 
the labour market. 

Training in different trades 
is required to help reduce the 
demand for government jobs, 
.said the minister at the open- 
ing of a 10-day training semi- 
nar for women teachers in 
private schools. 

He said the labour market 
earnestly awaits the finalisa- 
tion of the new labour law 
because it has provisions 
which address the needs of 
social and economic develop- 
ment. Mr. Ghzawi said he 
hoped a new law on reorga- 
nising trade fields will be 
passed to guarantee specific 
conditions for the workers in 
the private sector businesses. 


According to Ahmad Sha- 
wabkeh, head of the Occupa- 
tion Educational Institute 
which is sponsoring the semi- 
nar, the 30 participants will 
be educated on Jordan’s 
labour rules, the social secur- 
ity system, rights and respon- 
sibilities of working women 
and the role of women in 
socio-economic develop- 
ment, occupational, safety, 
individual and mass -labour 
contracting and the work of 
women’s unions, among 
other topics on the agenda. 

According to Mr. Shawab- 
keh, the se minar will be fol- 
lowed by a general meeting 
to tackle social and economic 
issues faring working women 
-in private schools and political 
parties' roles in finding solu- 
tions to these problems. 

Several owneis and direc- 
tors of private schools 
attended the opening session. 



.AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
partment of Antiquities and 
the Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology at_ Yar- 
mouk University Saturday 
began the eigfith archaeolo- 
gical excavation season at 
Ain Ghazal near Amman. 

A department announce- 
ment said die excavation sea- 
son, lasting until August 25, 
is being jointly supervised by 
Zeidan Kafafi, the institute 
director, Gary Rolfson of 
Germany’s Heidelberg Uni- 
versity, and Tayseer Attiyat 
of the Department of Anti- 
quities. 

Students involved in the 
digs come from Jordan, 
Europe and the United 
States, according to the de- 
partment, which noted that 
the digs were being con- 
ducted on a 15-hectare area 
where agricultural settle- 
ments once existed in the 
eighth century B.C. 

The statement said pre- 
vious seasons revealed a col- 
lection of day statues dating 
back to 6500 B.C. Some of 
these artefacts were sent to 
European and U.S. institu- 
tions for restoration, and 
some have already been re- 
turned and are on display at 
the Yarmouk University 
museum. 

The previous digs also un- 
earthed a circular building 


and a street, from the middle 
of the sixth century B.C. 

The statement added that 
the new season aims at un- . 
covering the area surround- 
ing the circular building; 
which is believed to have 
served as a place of worship, 
and at learning more about 
the life of the agricultural 
settlements between the 
seventh and fifth centuries 
B.C. 

Meanwhile, Department 
Director Safwan Tell Satur- 
day announced the discovery 
of a collection of carbonised 
papers at an ancient church in 
the Nabatean city of Petra 
where archaeological digs are 
being conducted under the 
supervision of the American 
Centre for Oriental Research 
(ACOR) in cooperation with 
the Department of Anti- 
quities. 

Dr. Tell said the papers 
were sent to ACOR in Am- 
man and initial studies re- 
vealed that they were made 
of papyrus on" which Greek 
letters appear, but they are 
difficult to decipher. 

Dr. Tell denied a press 
report Saturday alleging that 
the carbonised bundle was 
sent abroad, noting that 
ACOR was enlisting the help 
of specialists from the U.S. 
and Finland to study the pap- 
ers further. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Ffim entitled “Fort Apache” at the American Centre at 
5:00 pjn. (127 minutes). 

CONCERT 

☆ Concert at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIO NS 

* Oil paintings exhibition by Sn’ad Hihni at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

.* Exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Alia Art 
Gallery, Jabal Amman (TeL 639350). 

ft Amman 5th F ur n i ture Fair at the World Exhibition 
Centre, University Road (TeL 847113). 

ft Ceramic exhibition by plastic artists Dr. Mahmoud 
Sadeq and Da’d Mifleh at Bakr Barjons Engineering 
Establishment, University Road (Tel. 688479). 

& BfliHiitind of painrtngn by OdOT Shalmnn at 

Darat A1 Fomin of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Lnweibdeh. Abo showing “permanent” 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (Td. 643251/ 
2). 

☆ Mastic art exhibition by Hussein Da’ssfli at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art (TeL 695291). 

ft Exhibition by plastic artist Rheirf Hanaltah at the 
Jordanian Plastic Association in Shmdsani (Tel. 
699914). 

ft Painting exhibition by Iraqi painters “The Pioneers 
Group” at Al Am Art Gallery — Wadi Saqra (TeL 
644451) 

LECTURE 

ft" Lecture in Arabic entitled “The Rote of Palestinian 
Intellectuals in Current Arab Renaissance” by Dr. 
Slyar Kawkab Al Jamil of Iraq at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 6 JO p.m. 


stationed throughout the 
country and seven correspon- 
dents appointed Saturday to 
serve in several Arab and 
non-Arab countries. 

The appointments, 
approved by Information 
Minister Jawad Anani, are: 
Adnan Nasraween - Paris, 
Mohammad Daqamseh - 
New York, Radi Al Abdallat 

- Moscow, Usama Habahbeh 

- Copenhagen, Shadia 
Mahmoud - Cairo, Abdul 
Rahman Shibli - Damascus 
and Dalai Aror - Beirut. 

Next week another group 
of foreign correspondents are 
to be appointed. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Russian 
envoy Victor Posuvalyuk ar- 
rived in Jordan Saturday 
from Syria and said he plan- 
ned to discuss Russian- 
Jordanian relations and the 
Middle East with officials 
here. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk, who is 
head of the Middle East and 
North Africa desk at the Rus- 
sian foreign ministry, said in 
a statement that the “peace 
process is currently witnes- 
sing important developments 
and we are interested to hear 
the views of Jordanian offi- 
cials regarding these develop- 
ments so that Russia, which 
co-sponsors the peace pro- 


cess with the United States, 
can build a policy with regard 
to its stand vis-a-vis the va- 
rious parties to the peace 
process.” 

The Russian diplomat said 
he had met in Tunis with 
Palestine leader Yasser Ara- 
fat before the latteT left for 
Gaza and he also held meet- 
ings with Israeli officials who 
were visiting Tunisia, to learn 
about their views with regard 
to Middle East develop- 
ments. 

The envoy said be was 
looking forward to the meet- 
ings with Jordanian officials. 

The Associated Press (AP) 
reported that Syrian Foreign 


Minister Farouk Al Sharaa 
earlier Saturday met Mr. 
Posuvalyuk to discuss recent 
developments in the peace 
process. 

Diplomats said Boris Yelt- 
sin’s representative was ex- 
pected to persuade Mr. Shar- 
aa to end Syria and its ally 
Lebanon’s boycott .of the 
multilateral track of the 
■ Mideast talks, AP said. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk arrived in 
Damascus Thursday after 
heading Moscow’s delegation 
to regional multilateral talks 
in Tunisia. 

The Russian envoy told 
reporters at the end of those 
talks that be hoped Syria and 


Lebanon would join the 
ongoing forum, which was 
also attended by the United 
States and Arab and Israeli 
participants. 

The two-day meeting in 
Tunisia was part of a series of 
Arab-Israeli encounters on 
future cooperation in the 
fields of economy, water, re- 
fugees, disarmament and en- 
vironment that began after 
the 1991 Madrid peace con- 
ference. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
boycotted the multilateral' 
talks, saying their participa- 
tion is contingent on tangible 
progress in direct negotia- 
tions with Israel. 



8th archaeological season 
starts at Ain Ghazal 


Jerash Festival has a surprise in store 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Whether yon j 
like surprises or not, the I 
Higher National Commit- i 
tee for the Jerash Festival is / 
hiding one for its Arab and' „ 
foreign audience. 

Jerash Festival often pre- 
sents masterpieces whether 
musical or artistic, but, this 
year's festival will be diffe- 
rent in that it will introduce 
“Garasia Forum of 
Creativity.” 

Garasia Forum is in- 
tended to deal with various 
types of creative products, 
such as: poetry, music, 
theatre, painting... etc. so 
as to pave the way for all 
Jordanians to take part in 
the festival. 

.The idea was first born in 
Mohammad Mashariqa’s 
mind, then he enthusiasti- 
cally worked on it and 
translated it into real activ- 


Burst in 
pipe 
causes 
loss of 
dam water 

SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) 
— At least 50,000 cubic 
metres (CMs) of irrigation 
water have been lost from the 
Kafrein Dam in the Jordan 
Valley because of a leak in 
one of the main pipes, 
according to the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority (JVA) Satur- 
day. 

A JVA statement said that 
a worn pipe installed, m 1968 
caused the water to rush out 
into the Kafrein Valley. It 
said efforts were under way 
Saturday to deal with the 
situation. - 


*ty- ■ 

Its importance arises 
from two major facts: first, 
there is a great number of 
talented Jordanian minds 
in various artistic areas who 
have not yet had the chance 
to publicise their products, . 
keeping in mind that their 
artistic level may be higher 
til an those already invited 
to the festival. 

Second, mixing poetry 
with music is considered a 
new experiment. It will be 
presented for the first tune 
of the Jerash Festival. 

As far as music and poet- 
ry are concerned, audi- 
ences will meet originality, 
modernisation, in addition 
to foDdoric pieces that are 
open to diverse cultures, 
modernisation and related 
techniques. Bravely, Gara- 
sia will present a mixture of 
poetry and music, or music 
and dancing with painting. 
The audience will live 


romantic moments in a 
romantic atmosphere... 
listening to poetry being 
recited to music, and enjoy 
the marvelous, colourful 
background that will be 
painted -during the other 
two activities being .per- 
formed. 

Six poets wiD recite: Ali 
Amri on July 25, Moham- 
mad Ubeidulla on July 26, 
Ziad Anani on July 27, 
Qusai Labdi and Ibrahim 
Nasralla on July 28, and 
Ghazi Dhiba on July 29. 

Among the musicians 
participating in Garasia will 
be Yousef Khashou, the 
renown Jordanian musician 
who conducted orchestras 
in London and Rome. He 
is also a composer of sym- 
phonies, who gave birth to 
some masterpieces like Al- 
Quds (Jerusalem), The 
Great Arab Revolt and AJ- 
Hussein. 

In addition, Faculty-X 


will enrich Garasia with 
jazz music and some 
strange combination of 
other metal instruments. 
Other oriental instruments 
like the Qanoon, nai and 
*ud will also be played by 
young artists such as Emil 
Haddad, Sal ah Maraqa, 
Naif Zulu, Imad/Frands 
Bataih, Kamal Namri and 
Walid Hashem. 

Concerning theatre, 
Garasia is planning to in- 
troduce the modem trends 
of Jordanian theatre meant 
to be creative not commer- 
cial. 

The first play to be per- 
formed on July 24 — 
among the six plays listed 
— is ‘Two Hats And One 
Head.” It is a political play 
that sheds some light on the 
“negative hero” dominant 
in today’s political, social 
and cultural life. Jamal 
Mari’, Bassam Abu Aish, 
and Rania Ismail who won 
Best Actor for her major 


role in the third Jordanian 
Youth Theatre Festival last 
year, will be starring in this 
play, with Salah Horani as 
director. 

Other plays include: 
"Body Lab is Existence," 
written and directed by 
Venesa Mashariqa: "Pa- 
tient People," directed by 
Abdul-Karim Jarrah and 
played by Mohammad Sha- 
wabka and Rania Ismail; 
“There, on the Other 
Coast,” directed by Thiab 
Shahin and starring Tahani 
Abdul -Rahman; and finally 
“You... Not You,” 
directed by Khalid Turaifi, 
starring Rita Khuri and 
Mustafa Abu Hnud. 

Garasia Forum organis- 
ers said this new theatrical 
experiment is open to all 
Jordanians interested in 
participating: in a novel 
cultural experience which 
they hope will become a 
tradition of the Jerash Fes- 
tival. 


Labour dispute ends in compromise 

Italian Hospital staff to get pay increase 


By Elia NasraUah 

Jordan Times Staff Repor- 
ter 

AMMAN — A labour dis- 
pute between the manage- 
ment of the Italian Hospital 
in Amman and the General 
Union of Health Service 
Workers has ended with 
the management agreeing 
to meet some of the union's 
demands concerning hos- 
pital staff. 

Arab employees and 
doctors on staff at the hos- 
pital will receive a JD10 
monthly pay increase re- 
troactive to June 1, 1994. 

Management will con- 
tinue to adhere to commit- 
ments made in earlier 
agreements with the union, 
according to Hanna Saba, 


the hospital director. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the hospital manage- 
ment, which employs 70 
doctors, nurses and work- 
ers, had no dispute with its 
employees at any time, but 
since the start of 1994, the 
union sought to secure 
additional salary increases 
to the workers although 
they had and continued to 
receive annual increments. 

The union bad deman- 
ded that the management 
offer the workers two extra 
monthly salaries annually 
instead of one, and that a 
savings fund be set up for 
the workers, according to 
Mr. Saba. 

He said these demands 
were turned down by die 


management in its negotia- 
tions with the union over 
the last few months be- 
cause the management be- 
lieved that the employees 
had no reason to complain 
on any matter as all their 
rights are safeguarded and 
guaranteed. 

The employees are 
offered free food and 
health insurance, and they 
are entitled to annual 
leaves, annual salary incre- 
ments and other regular 
benefits, added Mr. Saba. 

Except for the 20 non- 
Jordanian employees and 
doctors employed at the 
start of 1994, all the work- 
ers are entitled to a JD1Q 
pay increase on their 
monthly salaries effective 
June 1, 1994, according to 


the agreement signed 
Thursday by the hospital 
management and the union 
under the sponsorship of 
the Ministry of Labour, 
said Mr. Saba. 

The ministry had 
appointed a committee 
chaired by Abdul Rahman 
Majali to end the dispute. 

Founded in 1926 by the 
Rome-based National 
Association Relief of Ita- 
lian Missionaries in Jordan, 
the hospital is the oldest in 
the Kingdom. 

Mr. Saba and Mr. Majali 
signed the agreement along 
with Salem Hijazin and 
Akram Abu Zeineh, the 
union's representatives, at 
a ceremony held at the 
Ministry of Labour. 


Inquiry ordered into alleged murder 
involving Jordanian suspect abroad 


By Rama Hosseini 

Spedai to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Saturday said 
it has asked the Interior 
Ministry to follow up oh a 
case of a Jordanian national 
with U.S. citizenship sus- 
pected by the U.S. author- 
ities of strangling his 40-year- 
old American wife to death 
on Jnly 3, then fleeing to 
Jordan with his two children. 

According to Ahmad 
Mobeidin. director of the In- 
formation Department at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the ministry received no offi- 


cial request from the U.S. 
government regarding the 
suspect, identified by U.S. 
law enforcers as Mohammad 
Ismail Abequa (45). 

The ministry, however, 
was informed by Jordan’s 
Ambassador to die United 
Nations Adnan Abn Odeh,. 
that the victim’s sister had 
visited the envoy jn New 
York and asked him to 
follow-up on the case, and 
requested custody of Mr. 
Abequa’s children, who are 
U.S. citizens and residents of 
the state of New Jersey, Mr. 
Mobeidin said. 

He told the Jordan Times 


that on July 12, the ministry 
also received a letter from the 
Jordanian Charge D’ Affaires 
in Washington Ayman Am- 
ary, informing the ministry 
that he was visited by Morris 
County, New Jersey prosecu- 
tor Michael Murphy, state 
lawmakers and U.S. Con- 
gressman Robert Torricelli, a 
member of the House Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee. 

An Associated Press (AP) 
report Thursday said U.S. 
lawmakers’ talks with Jorda- 
nian officials in the U.S. were 
"optimistic and positive.” 
There is no extradition treaty 
between Jordan and the Un- 


ited States. 

U.S. authorities and law- 
makers have asked Jordan to 
cooperate in the return of the 
suspect, the AP report said, 
adding that Congressman 
Torricelli and Senator Frank 
Lautenberg sent a letter to 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
urging him to intervene in the 
case. 

Mr. Mobeidin told the Jor- 
dan Times that Jordanian au- 
thorities were unable to de- 
tect if the suspect had entered 
the Kmgdom, and U.S. im- 
migration officials were un- 
able to prove if the suspect 
had exited the U.S. 


Mr. Abeqah is suspected of 
strangling hts wife Nihal (40), 
of Turkish origin, and fleeing 
the United States. Mrs. Abe- 

3 ah’s body was found three 
ay later on July 6 in the 
couple's apartment in 
Parsippany-Troy Hills, New 
Jersey. 

According to the AP re- 
port, U.S. authorities believe 
that the suspect is in Jordan, 
and they fear for the safety of 
the children (3-year-old Sami 
and 6-year-old Lisa) because 
they claim that Mr. Abequa 
has a history of spousal and 
child abuse. 
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Ell prepares for life with Santer 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Union faced a tor- 
rent of media criticism Satur- 
day for appointing a new 
European Commission presi- 
dent who is widely portrayed 
as being a shadow of the man 
he will replace. 

Luxembroug Prime Minis- 
ter Jacques Santer was 
chosen at an emergency EU 
summit Friday to take over 
from Jacques Delors when 
the Frenchman leaves the 
.bloc's top administrative job 
in January after two five-year 
terms. 

Mr. Santer. 57. has often, 
sometimes savagely, been 
characterised as an amiable, 
but malleable conciliator, a 
far cry from the passionate 
visionary Delors. who has 
helped steer Europe towards 
deeper integration for a de- 
cade. 

L'Europe S'enterre’’ 
said one Belgian daily, a 
French play on words with 
Mr Santer's name that trans- 
lates as “Europe buries it- 
self.” 

Britain's Guardian said 
that at worst the appointment 
“hang- a notice on the com- 
mission's door proclaiming: 
Out to lunch.” 

Some newspapers, such as 
Spain's La Gaceta De Los 
Negocios. were more charit- 
able. but even this was be- 
cause Mr. Santer's alleged 
weakness was seen as an 
advantage after 10 years of 


increased intervention in 
European life by the Delors 
commission. 

Mr. Samer is well aware of 
the criticism aimed at him as 
a compromise appointment, 
the first choice of no one. 

“I ask you to judge me on 
my actions, which will trans- 
late my commitment to 
Europe, and not in advance." 
he said at a news conference 
after the appointment had 
been made. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl echoed the request. 

"I passionately plead for 
him to be given a fair chance 
to show what ideas he has 
3nd what he can do.” the 
chancellor said. 

Mr. Santer's first task will 
be enlarged the European ' 
Parliament that he has the 
Stuff to lead the EU's execu- 
tive, the soon to be enlarg 
12-nation group's engine of 
regulation and enforcement. 

He is due to appear before 
the assembly next Thursday 
at its session in Strasbourg. 
France. Afterwards. Euro- 
deputies were to have a non- 
binding vote of confidence on 
the appointment. 

It is highly unlikely that the 
vote will go against Mr. San- • 
ter. Both major political 
groups, the Socialists and the 
Christian Democrats, have 
indicated they will back him. 

Mr. Santer has years of 
experience in EU matters 
and was heavily involved in 


negotiations for two of the 
union’s major projects of the 
last decade, the creation of a 
single market and the Maas- 
tricht Treaty on Political and 
Monetary Union. 

He also shares the main- 
stream European belief in an 
integrated Europe, albeit 
with less of the public fervour 
of Mr. Delors and some of his 
EU counterparts. 

But he nonetheless faces 
an image problem stemming 
in part from his relative 
obscurity as head of tbe EU's 
tiniest state. 

More problematic, still, is 
the fact that Mr. Santer is 
being compared with Mr. De- 
lors and with the better- 
known and stronger candi- 
dates who failed for various 
reasons to get the job. 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, for exam- 
ple. said he was not in- 
terested. Belgian Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene 
was vetoed by Britain. Dutch 
Prime Minister Ruud Lub- 
bers fell afoul of the Franco- 
German alliance that tradi- 
tionally makes much of the 
running in the union. 

For the leaders of the EU, 
themselves, Mr. Santer is 
seen as the kind of comprom- 
ise needed at the time. 

Having put the crisis 
caused by Britain's veto of 
Mr. Dehaene behind it, the 
union will now be able to 
focus on the other pressing 


issues before it — notably 
enlargement to the east and 
the fight against double-digit 
unemployment. 

At his first press confer- 
ence after being chosen, Mr. 
Santer kept of trademark 
smil.e as one British journalist 
which had already blasted him 
in print asked whether his 
appointment meant the drive 
for closer integration was 
over. 

. “I don't know where you 
got all this information , 
maybe you asked my wife or 
other people,” he said to 
general laughter. 

“So you don't need to ask 
me anything,” he added curt- 
ly, and looked around for the 
next question. 

His humour quickly re- 
bounded when he argued the 
European Union's smallest 
member country could pro- 
duce a great president. 

“In the middle ages, Lux- 
embourg provided four 
emperors of Germany, didn't 
it?” he asked. 

Noting their realm stretch- 
ed far into the present-day 
Czech and Slovax republics, 
he added: “Whenever I go to 
those countries, I tell my 
colleagues I have no territo- 
rial demands on them.” 

Mr. Santer, 57, alternated 
his answers in French, Ger- 
man and English, no matter 
which language the questions 
were put in. 

Asked what made him 


different from Mr. Dehaene, 
whom Britain had vetoed as 
rob much of a centraliser, he 
noted instead what they had 
in common as Christian 
Democrats from small coun- 
tries. 

“There must have been ■ 
other reasons why there was 
not a consensus on Dehaene, 
whom I supported until 
noontime today,” he said 
without shedding any more 
light on what he thought. 

He was equally vague ab- 
out his stand on further Euro- 
pean integration, declining to 
sketch out his thoughts until 
be discussed them with the 

European Parliament next 

week. 

Ail he said was he wanted 
“to contribute to the emerg- 
ence of a prosperous, mutual- 
ly supportive and respected 
Europe." 

Aides describe his political 
outlook as moderately con- , 
servative, free trading and 
Atlanticist. 

His critics say be could be a 
weak president, easily man- 
ipulated by the big member 
states, and unlikely to offer a 
vision like his predecessor 
Jacques Delors. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major called Mr. Santer 
“a reconciler and a healer... 
the right man in the right 
place at the right time." 

Mr. Santer says he wants 
his appointment as European 
Commission president to 



Jacques Santer 


show there is more to the 
grand duchy than simple fi- 


nance, the Tageblatr Daily 
reported Saturday. 


Italy to block Slovenia’s EU bid 


TRIESTE. Italy (AFP) — 
Italy has given Slovenia three 
months to settle a dispute 
over Italian property confis- 
cated under the old Tito reg- 
ime. during which it will 
block Ljubljana's bid for 
closer ties with the European 
Union, an Italian official said 
Sarurday. 

Livio Caputo. deputy 
secretary of state at the Ita- 
lian Foreign Ministry, said 
Rome was acting with the 
consent of the European 
Union. 

Mr. Caputo spoke in the 
sidelines of a 10-nation sum- 
mit here Saturday of the Cen- 
tral European Initiative, 
which includes Slovenia 
whose ambassador im- 
mediately deplored the ulti- 
matum as “unfair." The sum- 
mit was focused mainly on 
the crisis in Bosnia-Kerzego- 
vina. 


Mr. Caputo said Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni delivered the condition 
to his Slovenia counterpart 
Janez Dmovsek, outside the 
summit talks here, at their 
first meeting since Mr. Ber- 
lusconi came to power in 
April. 


The move rules out any 
chance that the closer EU ties 
sought by Slovenia would be 
discussed at an EU foreign 
ministers meeting Monday 
and Tuesday in Brussels. 

“We will be the best spon- 
sors of Slovenia within the 
European Union, but first 
this problem must be re- 
solved,” Mr. Caputo said. 

Slovenian Ambassador in 
Italy Marko Kosin said it was 
difficult for Ljubljana to 
accept such “preconditions.", 
as it needed time to change 
former Communist laws to 


allow foreign ownership in 
the country. 

He asked Italy to “end its 
veto” linking the issue of EU 
association, saying Slovenia 
agreed to the principle of 
restoring Italian property and 
bilateral talks would con- 
tinue. 

Italy wants to see property 
that was nationalised by 
neighbouring Slovenia when 
it was part of the old com- 
munist Yugoslav Federation 
freely restored to its Italian 
owners. It also wants Italians 
to have access to their former 
property when it goes on sale 
by its cunent Slovenian own- 
ten., 

"We are demanding a few 
old houses, rather than dol- 
lars.” Mr. Caputo said. 

A joint commission on the 
dispute is scheduled to meet 
next in Rome at the end of 
the month. 


Bomb blast in bus kills 6 in Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — At 
least six people were killed 
and 27 others injured Satur- 
day when a powerful bomb 
exploded in a bus in Jammu, 
the winter capital of India’s 
strife-torn Kashmir state, 
officials said. 

Two people died instantly 
and four of the 31 injured 
succumbed to injuries in a 
hospital, the Press Trust of 
India (PTl) reported. The 
dead included a boy and four 
adults, and at least four of 
them were Hindus. 

Two of those hospitalised 
were reportedly in serious 
condition. 

The bomb exploded inside 
a minibus at a road, crossing 
in the city's Satwan area. PTl 
said Officials earlier said the 
explosion took place in a van. 

The blast came two days 
after four persons were in- 
jured in a grenade explosion 
in Jammu. 


Kashmir Governor K.V. 
Krishna Rao blamed “sense- 
less elements” for the kill- 
ings, and appealed to the 
people to keep calm. Pre- 
vious deaths of Hindus in 
attacks by suspected Muslim 
militants has sparked Hindu- 
Muslim clashes. 

Suspected Kashmiri Mus- 
lim militants have shot dead a 
police officer tasked wit* 
arranging security for a Hin- 
du pilgrimage that has been 
"banned” by a guerrilla 
group, press reports said 
Saturday. 


The killing followed state 
government assurances of 
tight security for the 
thousands of Hindus ex- 
pected to tTavcl next month 
to the holy Amamath cave in 
the Kashmir Mountains. 

Police inspector Shyamlal 
Pandita. a Hindu officer su- 
pervising security arrange- 


ments for the pilgrimage, was 
shot dead Friday by gunmen 
as he emerged from his office 
in the sourh Kashmir town of 
Anantnag. The Pioneer said. 

“The killing is being 
viewed as the first step to- 
wards sabotaging the yatra 
(pilgrimage) the newspaper 
said in a dispatch from Srina- 
gar, the Kashmir summer 
capital. 

Harkat-Ul-Ansar. a guer- 
rilla group which has many 
Islamic mercenaries in its 
ranks, on July 6 announced a 
"ban” on the pilgrimage to 
Amarnath. located some 
15.000 feet (4.454 metres) 
above sea level. 

Thousands of Hindus from 
all over India journey every 
year the cave which they be- 
lieve to be the abode of Shi- 
va, the Hindu god of destruc- 
tion. covering the last 25 
kilometres of the pilgrimage 
on foot, or on ponies. 
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Kidnapped newborn baby Abbie reunites 
with parents after U.K. police swoop 


LONDON (AFP) — Missing 
baby Abbie Humphries, 
snatched only four hours af- 
ter her birth, was reunited 
with her parents early Satur- 
day after police found the 
infant in a house barely a 
mile from where she was 
kidnapped two weeks ago, 
police said. 

The child was found before 
dawn “in suspicious circumst- 
ances” at an address in Not- 
tingham, central England, 
less than a mile (less than two 
kilometres) from the Queen’s 
Medical Centre from where 
Abbie was kidnapped, said a 


police spokesman cited by 
British Television newscasts. 

A spokesman for the hos- 
pital said the baby was in 
“general good health.” 

Detectives heading a 
nationwide search for the 
newborn baby were under- 
stood to have swooped on the 
address after receiving a tip- 
off. 

Three people are currently 
helping police with their in 7 
quirics. 

Inspector David Gilbert 
told BBC Radio that polioe 
were “delighted” over the 
successful return of Abbie. 


“There was a development 
during the early hours of this 
morning in the inquiry and as 
a result Karen and' Roger 
Humphries have been 
reunited with their baby,” he 
said. 


“It is a very emotional time 
for them and no one is more 
delighted than die officers 
involved in the investiga- 
tion,” he added. 


Taxi driver John Glover 
who was at the hospital 
around 3:00 a.m. when a fleet 
of up to 10 police cars sud- 
denly arrived. 


U.N., NATO assess options as Bosnia deadline nears 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
United Nations and NATO 
commanders met Saturday to 
assess their military options if 
Bosnia's waning Serbs and 
Muslims turn down the latest 
international peace plan. 

U.S. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, commander of 
NATO-Southern Europe, 
and General Bertrand De 
Lapresle, U.N. Protection 
Force Commander in ex- 
Yugoslavia, convened for a 
planning session at the U.N. 
base at Zagreb Airport. 

“It is a regular monthly 
meeting, NATO and the 
U.N. have a very dose oper- 
ational relationship. It’s also 
a contingency planning ses- 
sion for implementing a 
possible peace accord or lack 
thereof,” U.N. spokesman 
Paul Risley said. 

A United Nations spokes- 
man reported a relatively low 
level of fighting across Bosnia 
during the night. The U.N. 
controlled airport serving the 
Muslim stronghold of Tuzla 
was targetted by four sus- 
pected tank shells Saturday 
morning. 

In Sarajevo, United Na- 
tions officials expressed con- 
cern that Serb rejection of 
tbe peace plan could be fol- 
lowed by attacks on 
peacekeeping troops in Bos- 
nia, most of whom are lightly 
armed and exposed to retalia- 
tion. 

U.N. officials in Sarajevo 
said they were reviewing con- 
tingency plans to deal with 
everything from hostage- 
taking of U.N. personnel to 
attempts to retrieve weapons 


from U.N. collection sites in 
the area around the capital. 

“We appear to be beading 
down a road that's very un- 
predictable, but we have con- 
tingency plans for everything 
and we’re reviewing them in 
light of changing circumst- 
ances,” said a U.N. military 
officer in Sarajevo who asked 
not to be identified. 

“If tbe Serbs turn down the 
(peace) plan we’re likely to 
be challenged around 
Sarajevo and in the eastern 
enclaves. Within the-limits of 
our mandate and our re- 
sources, well be ready.” 

After NATO warplanes 
bombed Serb positions 
around the town of Gorazde 
last April, Serb forces round- 
ed up or blockaded a total of 
about 200 U.N. personnel in 
various locations in Bosnia. 
They were later released. 

Even if the plan is accepted 
by the warring parties, the 
U.N. believes it will take two 
years to implement it. . 

“If the Bosnian waning 
factions accept the plan, it 
will take two years for its 
implementation,” U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Yasushi Akashi 
said in an interview with the 
Zagreb daily Vecemji List, 
published Saturday. 

NATO troops would have 
to monitor a front line that 
stretches for 1,000 kilometres . 
across difficult terrain as well 
as ensuring that Serb forces 
pull back from about one 
third of the territoiy . they 
currently hold. 

Mr. Akashi declined to 
predict the outcome of ses- 
sions of the Bosnian Serb and 


Muslim parliaments con- 
vened for Monday to debate 
the peace plan drawn up by 
the United States. Russia, 
Britain, Germany and 
France. 

Tbe big powers set a fast- 
approachmg deadline of next 
Tuesday for the warring par- 
ties to respond to the peace 
plan. 

The Mnslim-Croat backed 
government in Sarajevo has 
reluctantly endorsed the 
deal, presented as a last-ditch 
“take it or leave it” package, 
while the Bosnian Serbs in 
nearby Pale have expressed 
serious reservations. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic was urged to 
accept the plan by British and 
French foreign ministers, 
Douglas Hurd and Alain Jup- 
pe, when they visited Bosnia 
last Wednesday. 

But he refused to give it his 
backing in advance, saying 
the Bosnian Serb Assembly 
mast decide. Since then, 
statements from Bosnian 
Serb leades have generally 
indicated dissastisfaction with 
the plan. 

In Zagreb, Turkish Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel and 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman signed a friendship 
pact. 

Mr. Demirel was forced to 
cancel a visit to Sarajevo 
Friday because Serb forces 
ringing die city opposed tbe 
trip. 

Instead he inspected Tur- 
kish U.N. troops in central 
Bosnia, their presence has 
angered the Serbs, who spent 
500 years years under Otto- 


man role. 

Bosnian Serb forces have 
launched a tank, artillery and 
infantry assault on govern- 
ment troops near die Muslim- 
held Bihac enclave in the 
northwest of the country, a 
U.N. military spoksman said 
Saturday. 

The Serbs launched artil- 
lery and infantry attacks in 
the Otoka region, northeast, 
of the Muslim-held town of 
Bihac, on Friday in a bid to 
relieve pressure on the 
Grabez Plateau further down 
the line, said U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) 
spokesman Major Dacre 
Holloway. 

French Lietenant-Colonel 
Michel Manacfa, who is based 
in Bihac. said- by phone 
Saturday that 5th Corps gov- 
ernment troops had captured 
at least one hilltop in the 
Grabez area. 

Fighting north of Otoka 
Friday involved infantry 
assaults and shelling by artil- 
lery and tanks, he said. 

An elderly woman, of Ger- 
man origin, living in the area 
of Otoka was killed Friday, 
Lt. Col. Manach said, adding 
that circumstances surround- 
ing her death were not im- 
mediately known. 

Fighting also continued in 
north of the country where 
they were 190 heavy weapon 
detonations in the Pozavina 
corridor, linking the western 
and eastern halves of Serb- 
held territory in Bosnia and 
in the Zavidovici area, near 
Mount Ozren, UNPROFOR 
spokesman Major Rob 
Annik said. 


Murayama scraps Socialist no-military stance 


TOKYO (R) - Socialist 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama will scrap his par- 
ty’s traditional policy of re- 
fusing 10 recognise Japan's 
military as constitutional, 
party officials said Saturday. 

Since the birth of Japan’s 
post-war military in the after- 
math of the 1950-1953 Ko- 
rean War, the Socialists have 
said the so-called Self- 
Defence Forces violated the 
country's pacifist constitu- 
tion. 


meeting late Friday between 
Mr Murayama and top 
Socialist officials, party offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Murayama, Japan’s 
first Socialist prime minister 
since 1947. will formally 
announce the change in party 
platform in his inaugural poli- 
cy speech to parliament Mon- 
day. 


conservative-leftist coalition, 
with cold-war arch rivals the 
Liberal Democratic Parry 
(LDP) as the largest group in 
the alliance. 


Article nine of the 1947 
document says Japan will not ■ 
possess military forces nor 
use them to settle interna- 
tional disputes. 

The Socialists’ decision to 
switch policy was made in a 


The party decided on the 
about-face because it was ob- 
vious Mr. Murayama. as 
prime minister and therefore 
commander-in-chief of tbe 
forces, would come under 
attack in parliament if the 
Socialists kept their basic 
tenet, the officials said. 

Mr. Murayama was elected 
on June 29 to lead a fragile 


During most of the cold- 
war period, the Socialists had 
claimed they would disband 
the military and pursue a 
policy of unarmed neutrality. 

In the late 1980s. however 
they tilted towards a formal 
recognition of the military, 
saying the Self-Defence 
Forces were a “legal entity 
but still anti-constitutional.” 


This kind of confused logic 
fuelled criticism that the 
Socialists were unrealistic 
and not capable of governing. 

In 1992, the patty fought a 

bitter parliamentary battle in 


War on drugs trying CoIombian-U.S. relations 


BOGOTA (R) — Col- 
ombia's threat to renounce 
future U.S. assistance in its 
fight against drug trafficking 
reveals how policy differ- 
ences over the war on drugs 
have caused relations be- 
tween the two countries to 
deteriorate. 

The Colombian govern- 
ment's announcement late 
Friday that it was prepared to 
go it alone in its fight against 
the Cali cartel and other drug 
organisations appeared to be 
a sign of exasperation with 
the United States. 

Foreign Minister Noemi . 
Sanin warned that if the Un-' 
ited States adopted an 
amended bill that proposed 
enforcing conditions on fu- 
ture drug aid to the country, 
her government would re- 
nounce any further coopera- 


tion. 

“Colombia has never cons- 
idered that this help grants 
any country or government 
the right to define the terms 
of our anti-drug policy.” she 
said in a prepared statement 
jiist hours after the U.S. Sen- 
ate voted unanimously in 
favour of the amendment to a 
foreign aid bill. 

The vote appeared to be 
the latest manifestation of tbe 
U.S. government's disagree- 
ment with Colombia on the 
methods used in the drug 
war. 

It has repeatedly expressed 
its disapproval of the ways in 
which Colombia has gone ab- 
out fighting drug trafficking 
and has become increasingly' 
reluctant to help. 

It has criticised Colombia 
for giving unduly light prison 


sentences to drug traffickers 
who surrender and lambasted 
its chief prosecutor for prom- 
oting the legalisation of drugs 
as an alternative way to fight- 
ing those who don't. 

The U.S. government has 
also insisted that the country 
make greater efforts to cap- 
ture the leaders of the Cali 
cartel and demanded a thor- 
ough investigation into 
allegations that the new pres- 
ident accepted money from 
its members during his elec- 
tion campaign. 

As a result, it has stopped 
giving Colombia evidence to 
help it build cases against 
drug traffickers as well as 
radar information to help it ’ 
track down drug smuggling 
planes. 

Earlier this week, the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Adminis- 


tration (DEA) abruptly can- 
celled a scheduled meeting 
with Colombia's police chief 
in Washington. The DEA 
said it did not know the chief 
had intended to m 2 ke more 
than a courtesy visit and dis- 
cuss policy differences over 
the waron drugs. 

Colombian President 
Cesar Gaviria criticised the 
cancellation as a crude way of* 
expressing disagreement with 
his government’s anti-drug 
policy. 

“We don’t think disagree- 
ments or quarrels should be 
transmitted in ways of this 
nature.” he said. 

Mr. Gaviria has lashed out 
at international criticism of 
his government's fight against 
drug traffickers, saying no 
other country had sacrificed 
as many lives as his had. 


vain with the ruiing LDP to 
scuttle a plan to send 
Japanese troops abroad as 
U.N. peacekeepers. 

Now. the party has formed 
a hitherto unthinkable 
alliance with the LDP. 

Last year when the Social- 
ists first caame to power in a 
shaky seven-party’ coalition, 
party leaders accepted a 
coalition platform to retain 
Japan's basic foreign and 
security policies. 

But party Chairman Sadao 
Yamahana had vowed to 
keep the party’s own,, sepa- 
rate set of basic policies on 
the military and diplomacy. 
Mr. Yamahana took part in 
Friday's nesting with Mr. 
Murayama and other Social- 
ist leaders. 


11 -year-old 
American flies 
MiG-29 


MOSCOW (AP) - Katrina 
Mumaw’s legs are too short 
to reach the pedals of aMid- 
29. Russia’s fastest fighter 

jet, but the 11-year-old 
American still “managed to 
take the jet up, enjoy 
loops, and break tbe sound 
barrier. “You can go straight 
up. I never did that before,” 
Katrina told the English- 
language Moscow Times fa 
an article published Wednes- 
day. The sixth-grader from 
Lancaster, Calif., is the % 
youngest person ever to fly a 
Russian military jet, accord- 
ing to Kent Ertugml, found- 
ed of MiGs Etc., an Amer- 
ican company that offers civi- 
lians tbe chance to fry state- 
of-the-art fighter planes. 
Such flights are impossible fa 
the West because of opposi- 
tion from the military and 
regulators. But about 150 
people have flown MiGs 
since the company opened 
last fall. General Manager 
Marina Zaikovskaya told the 
newspaper. They range from 
experienced military pilots to 
'first-time thrill-seekers. Kat- 
rina’s father. Jim, sold bis car 
and borrowed money to cov- 
er the costs of his daughter’s 
two-day trip to Russia and 
the for two discounted., 
flight sessions, Mr. Zaflcovs^' 
kaya said. Katrina, who be^ 
gan flying at 8, wants to be an 
astronaut. She flies un- 
assisted but must be accom- 
panied by an instructor until 
she is 16. She has 111 re- 
creational dogfight victories 
to her credit and scores a 75 
per cent “victory” rate at Air 
Combat USA, where pilots 
dogfight in March etti prop- 
eller planes with electronic 
“bullets,” the Moscow Times 
said. At the Zhukovsky Ex- 
perimental Air Base, the 4- 
foot-8 girl took control of 
steering but not engine 
thrust, since she cannot reach 
the pedals. She hit a speed of 
macb 1.3, or 1.3 times the 
speed of sound. “You had to 
push harder on the stick to 
control and stuff, but it was 
still a lot more sensitive than 
a hawker sea fury,” she said. 
“I couldn’t break the sound 
barrier in any other plane.” 


Comet to wreck 
love life — 
geomancer - 


HONG KONG (R) — The 
expected collision of comet 
Shoemaker-Levy 9 into tbgf 
planet Jupiter will wrealT 
havoc with tire love life of 
people and send stock mar- 
kets on a* rollercoaster ride, 
according to a Hong Kong 
geomancer. Chung King- 
Kwong, a specialist in Feng 
Shui, the traditional Chinese 
art of geomancy. said there 
would be more “lovelorn 
souls” wandering in the com- 
et’s wake, the Eastern Ex- 
press newspaper reported 
Saturday. The planet Jupiter 
represents tbe element wood, 
Chung said, Wood, one of 
othe five elements in the 
Chinese astrological sytem, 
represents stability. “If the 
element wood is pulled 
down, the confidence of the 
people becomes bad,” Chung 
said. “Property and share 
prices will fluctuate violent- 
ly.” 


Phil Collins 
seeking divorce 
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LONDON (AP) — Rock star 
Phi! Collins said he has asked 
his wife of 10 years for 3 
divorce. “The reason for my 
request is because over the 
last year I have gradually 
come to realise that my emo- 
tional commitment to my 
marriage is not what it was or* 
should be.” he said m a stare-** 
ment to the British news 
agency Press Association. 
The 43-year-o!d singer, song* 
writer and fos wife, Jill, mar- 
ried in 1984 and have a 5- 
year-old daughter, Lily. Col- 
lins, who is in the United 
States on a tour, said he had 
an affair two years ago with a 
woman he had not seen for 20 
years. He said his wife found 
it hard to forgive and the 
relationship became mote 
and more strained as time 
went on. He issued the state- 
ment, he said, becaase of 
press reports about his 
strained marriage and “I feel 
the time has come for me to 
step in and offer my side of a 
sad story..." “I can confirm 
that I have asked my wife Jill 
for a divorce. She is reluctant 
to give me this, but we are 
however living separate lives 
at this time,” the statement 
said. "It is my intention to 
treat this parting in as digni- 
fied a manner as possibles 
under the dreumstanees. I 
would therefore request that ^ 
the spotlight be turned off my 
family at least, so that they 
can try to continue to 
tion as normally as possible. 
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Japanese Astronar* Chiaki Makai (left) iMt« a floating 
transition in the Mhrogravity Laboratory aboard the space 
shuttle Colombia as TStronaut Rick Heib (right) retrieves a 


v -n m* and her crew of seven have now passed the 

ha. dint in their 14-day mission with the International 
Microgravity Laboratory (AFP photo) 
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Astronauts fail to fix science appliance 


f^APE CANAVERAL, Flor- 
ida (R) — Two astronauts 
doubled as appliance repair- 
men Friday as they tinkered 
for hours but failed to fix a 
balky heater needed for sci- 
ence experiments aboard the 
orbiting space shuttle Col- 
umbia. 

Co-pilot Jim Halsell and 
payload Commander Rick 
Hieb took six hours — two 
more than had been original- 
ly alloted — to try to dear a 
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coolant line blockage and sal- 
vage three biotechnology ex- 
periments. 

The Japanese-made ap- 
pliance worked briefly, but 
then overheated again and 
shut down, NASA said late 
Friday. 

A Canadian study of how 
weightlessness affects the 
shape and length of the spine 
was postponed a day to make 
time for the repairs in the 
crew’s hectic schedule. 


Mission sdentist Robert 
Snyder explained, “the prob- 
lem is bubbles, and bubbles 
are very tenacious in space." 
He spoke at a news confer- 
ence. 

About half the studies on 
this 63rd shuttle mission in- 
volve tests of gravity-free 
manufacturing processes. 
The other half are designed 
to see how fish, salamanders 
and other living creatures be- 


have in the absence of grav- 
ity. 

In a week, two Japanese 
red-bellied newts and at least 
16 medaka minnows have 
hatched in small shuttle 
aquariums which astronauts 
tend at least twice a day. 

Scientists are investigating 
how weightlessness effects 
adult spawning behaviour 
and the development of grav- 
ity receptors in the embryos. 


Goodlad plays down cool 
reception from Chinese 


BEIJING (AFP) — British 
Foreign Office Minister Alis- 
tair Goodlad qualified Sino- 
‘ British ties Saturds/ as “very 
good,” dismissing' evidence 
of continued coolness on die 
part of his Chinese hosts. 

Mr. Goodlad played down 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen’s denial Friday that 
Beijing had said the two 
countries could njw begin 
cooperating, .on economic 
issues even if they were un- 
able to .work together over 
the British colony ’s political 
future. 

Mr. Qian told journalists 
before entering talks with 
Mr. Goodlad that “ ompre- 
henave cooperation in all 
areas'* was required L they 
were to work together after 


two years of wrangling over 
electoral reform in Hong 
Kong, which reverts to China 
on Inly 1, 1997. 

“The Chinese leaders have 
said on a number of occasions 
that political and economic 
matters should and will be 
kept separate, and I have no 
reason to disbelieve them,” 
Mr. Goodlad said, reiterating 
that he had called for “past 
differences” to be pnt_aside. 

Hie British official — who 
has special responsibility for 
Hong Kong, South East 
Asia, Australasia and the 
Pacific — arrived here Thur- 
say for a week-long visit, the 
first by a Foreign Office 
minister since Foreign Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd’s trip a 1 
year ago. 


Jakarta to mark £. Timor 
annexation amid tension 


DILI, Indonesia (R) — In- 
donesia Saturday prepare d to 
mark the 18th an inverse / of 
its formal annexation of last 
Timor amid religious tei don 
fuelled by the most vi lent 
confrontation between t x>ps 
and protesters in three j Bars. 

Indonesia alst 'jec ed a 
U.S. oenate decisun t curb 
small arms sales to the jkar- 
ta government over the situa- 
tion in East Timor. It said it 
would not accept any condi- 
tions for future arms sales 
from the United States. 

East Timor's coital Dili 
,was awash with the red and 
white Indonesian national 
flags along wit multi- 
coloured banners hailing' 
what Jakarta calls integra- 
tion, 18 years ago. 

“Long live East Timor,” 
screamed a red banner 
stretched across the main 
toad mining past the local 
governor’s office th?t faces 
the sea. 

..But despite the relative 
Acalra of Dili Saturday, resi- 
fdents. feared more violence 
after riot troops Thursday 
fired tear gas ar.d then broke 
op a protest march by 200’ 
tnamly Catholic demonstra- 
tors marching to the local 
parliament buildirr 

“Tension is m the air. The 
situation is still tense,” 
Anmndo Mai a, vice rector 
for academic affairs at the 
East Timor University told 
Reuters. 

About 20 people were in- 
Jfoed, some scric “sty, and .4 
others arrested the mest 
violent confrontation with 
troops since 1991 when s' 

>ty forces shot and killed up 
to 200 people during a funer- 

procession at a Dili .met- 
tty.. 

Since invading in the east- 
ftn half of Tirtor i'.!and in 
•1975, largely Muslim Indone- 
has.raced widespread re- 
tojtonent for its rule. The 
•United Nations does not reo- 
Jgnse Indonesia’s rule over 
toe former Form, nese col- 


— i U.S. Senate, respond- 
togtOicaHs to “send a strong 
’hessage'* in Indonesia on hu- 
fow rights, unanimously 
*jtod late Thursday to res- 
tact -small arms .'■’lies, to 
Jakarta and to alsc provide 


money to human rights 
.groups there. 

Indonesia’s Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Irawan Abidin 
told Reuters after the Senate 
vote: “We are indeed unhap- 
py to hear this. However, it 
will only press ns to look for 
other sources such as Great 
Britain for the procurement 
of small arms. 

“We are sad because from 
the very outset we have said 
we wfl] not accept any prog- 
ramme which is linked to 
conditions (over human 
rights),” Mr. Abidin said. 

The measures were 
approved as amendments to a 
foreign aid measure under 
consideration by the Senate. 

In Lisbon, Portuguese 
President Mario Soares has 
condemned what he called 
the brutality of the Indone- 
sian government for its treat- 
ment of student demonstra- 
tors m the former Portuguese 
colony of East Timor. 

Mr! Soares told the Ex- 
prcsso newspaper, published 
Saturday, that Thursday 's 
attack on a demonstration 
which left up to 20'injureti,”" 
demonstrates once again the 
brutality of the dictatorial 
Jakarta government and the 
repression which it does not 
hesitate to use against de- 
fenceless young people.” 

Mr. Soares said the U.S. 
Senate's unanimous vote to 
restrict small aims sales to 
Indonesia would draw atten- 
tion to die violation of human 
rights in East Timor. 

“But it is not just a ques- 
tion of disregard, for human 
rights. It is about an illegal 
occupation, condemned by 
international law, and the in- 
alienable right of the 
Timorese people to self- 
determination and in depend- - 
ence,” Mr. Soares said. 

Portugal has demanded 
that the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) be granted access to 
the injured protestors and 
. has said it wants an investiga- 
tion into the incident. 

Red Cross officials said 
Friday they were investigat- 
ing claims that up to four 
people had been lolled during 
Thursday’s dash. Indonesia 
denied the reports. 


N. Irish extremists offer 
olive branch to IRA 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant 
extremists waging a violent 
campaign to keep Northern 
Ireland British offered an 
olive branch to their IRA 
guerrilla enemies, pledging to 
lay down their arms if their 
foes did the same. 

But within hours Sinn 
Fein, the Irish Republican 
Army’s (IRA) political wing 
fighting to end British rule in ' 
the province and unify it with 
the Irish Republic, conde- 
jmned tire offer as a sham. 

In 4 statement issued in 
Belfast amid- a spiral of vio- 
lent attacks, the two main 
pro-British militant groups 
vowed to match any ceasefire 
declared by the Irish Repub- 
lican Army — a condition for 
progress towards peace. 

The Protestant extremist 
umbrella group, the Com- 
bined Loyalist Military Com- 
mand (CLMC), said its op- 
erations to date had been a 
necessary military strategy. 

“The CLMC ... deems it 
necessary to state categorical- 
ly that should the Republi- 
cans cease hostilities then we 
will respond in order to 
accommodate civilised, mag- 
nanimous and productive dia- 
logue,” it said. 

The Ulst er Freedom Fight- 
ers (UFF) and the Ulster 
Volunteer Force (UVF) 
guerrillas said their offer was 
subject to Dublin keeping 
wefi out of affairs in the 
British province. 

“On* on-going campaign is 
founded ... firmly in defence 
of democracy and equality 
and in resistance to the im- 
position, by force of arms, 
coercion or persuasion of an 
aD-Ireland Republic,” they 
said. 

The pledge came as British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and Irish Leader Albert 
Reynolds decided in a meet- 
ing in Brussels to postpone a 
planned summit on peace 
efforts. 


K < 
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Sinn Fein denounced the 
truce offer. “The loyalist 
dead) squads are demanding 
that Northern nationalists 
surrender crar nationality,” 
Chairman Mitcbel Me 
said. 

te loyalist death squads 
are not serious about peace,” 
a statement said. 

But John Hume, leader of 
the moderate nationalist So- 
cial Democratic and Labour 
Party, cautiously welcomed 
the move. 

“Surely the time has come 
to recognise that we are un- 
fortunately a divided people, 
and that violence has no con- 
tribution to make to solving 
that problem,” he said. 

“I certainly hope that it is 
an indication of a rethink.'’ 

Although the pro-British 
extremists have issued such 
statements in the past, the 
offer comes at a sensitive 
time for a province riven by 
25 years of strife. 

Proposals for peace in a 
joint Anglo-Irish declaration 
last December offer Sinn 
Fein a place at talks on 
Northern Ireland's future if it 
gets the IRA to call a truce. 

London and Dublin are 
still waiting for Sinn Fein’s 
verdict and decided Friday to 
postpone a review of progress 
towards peace until later this 
year. 

The UFF claimed responsi- 
bility for an overnight shoot- 
ing that left a Catholic 
businessman fighting for his 
life in a Belfast hospital. 

It followed the funerals of 
two Protestant militants gun- 
ned down by Republican 
guerrillas Thursday, and an 
attack Friday in which 1 an 
unmarked police car was 
raked with gunfire. 

Three police officers and a 
Sinn Fein councillor from the 
Irish Republic they had 
arrested were hurt in the 
ambush. 


Quebeckers split on 
break-up from Canada 


MONTREAL (R) — Quebec 
separatists have surged ahead 
in popularity with a provin- 
cial election due in the fall, 
but polls Friday showed 
Quebeckers were still divided 
on whether to break away 
from from the rest of Cana- 
da. 

According to the Leger 
poll of 1,003 Quebeckers, 
51.2 per cent of derided vo- 
ters would choose the separ- 
atist Parti Quebecois if an 
election were held today 
while 41.5 per cent would 
vote for the liberal party, 
which currently runs the pro- 
vince. 

In the same poll last 
month, the gap was about 
five percentage points. 

The Liberals, under Pre- 
mier Daniel Johnson, must 
rail a general election by 
November. The election is 
widely expected to be called 
next week for September. 

However, the poll, with a 3 
per cent margin of error, also 
shows that support for a sepa- 
rate Quebec has continued to 


fall, with 46.5 per cent in 
favour and 53.5 per cent 
against. This is a slight 
change from last month when 
about 48 per cent favoured 
separatism and about 52 per 
cent were against it. 

Jean-Marc Leger, presi- 
dent of the polling firm, said 
this confirms other surveys 
that show Quebeckers will 
choose the Parti Quebecois 
for a change after nine years 
of Liberal rule that have left a 
rising deficit and 13 per cent 
unemployment. 

“They want to have a gov- 
ernment that will take the 
province out of the recession, 
that will provide answers to 
the question of job creation." 
Leger told the Globe. 

“That’s been veiy clear in 
all polls that we have con- 
ducted over the past two 
years.” 

The poll also confirmed 
previous surveys that show 
Quebeckers are still not sure 
if a Parti Quebecois victory 
means an outright* divorce 
from the rest of Canada. 
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Rwanda truce still not in place 


KIGALI (R) — The United 
Nations was still waiting 
Saturday for official con- 
firmation of a unilateral ceas- 
efire promised by the Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF). 

U.N. military analysts said 
the delay had probably been 
caused by the RPFs inability 
to capture a commando train- 
ing school at Mutura, 25 
kilometres outside the north- 
western town of Gisenyi. 

Major-General Romeo 
Dallaire, the U.N. force com- 
mander, told Reuters: “We 
have heard nothing, abso- 
lutely nothing.” 

On Friday, U.N. special 
representative to Rwanda 
Shahiyar Khan told reporters 
RPF Chief of Staff Major- 
General Paul Kagame had 
told him he was ready to call 
a ceasefire. 

U.N. military analysts had 
hoped the truce would start 
from midnight (2200 GMT) 
Friday but said they received 
no call from the RPF. 

'"General Kagame assured 
us yesterday he would con- 
tact us before the end of the 
day,” a senior U.N. official 
said Saturday. 

Capturing Mutura seemed 
to be the main stumbling 
block. 

It is the only remaining 
military base between the 
RPF and the line where they 
would halt their advance, five 
kilometres outside Gisenyi. 
Once Mutura has fallen, the 
analysts said a ceasefire 
would be possible. 

U.N. officials confirmed 
Gen. Kagame had dropped 
all conditions for a ceasefire 
but said he had insisted “cer- 
tain requirements be fulfilled 
after the ceasefire.” 

One official told reporters 
'Gen. Kagame had accepted 
the U.N. Security Council's 
call for an unconditional 
ceasefire, agreeing that it was 
the only way to halt the 
panic-stricken wave of re- 
fugees fleeing Rwanda for 


Zaire. 

But Gen. Kagame still 
wanted government forces 
disarmed and those responsi- 
ble for the atrocities of the 
past three months brought to 
justice before an internation- 
al war crimes tribunal. 

Unless the government 
forces fulfilled those require- 
ments within “a space of 
time” the ceasefire would 
crumble, the official added. 

The official said Gen. 
Kagame appeared to be call- 
ing the shots both politically 
and militarily. 

He said the general would 
become vice-president and 
minister of defence in the- 
new cabinet due to be 
announced by Tuesday. 

“The Ministry of Defence 
on its own does not carry 
enough prestige," the official 
said. “He (Kagame) appears 
to be the stongman now and 
he doesn't want too many 
engine drivers on the locomo- 
tive.” 

The name of the new presi- 
dent, the official said, should 
be known late Saturday or 
early Sunday. He believed 
the president would come 
from the majority Hutu tribe. 

An estimated 500,000 peo- 
ple have been massacred and 
up to two-thirds of the 
population displaced since 
the civil war flared after Pres- 
ident Juvenal Habyarimana 
was killed in a rocket attack 
on his plane on April 6. 

Most of the dead were Tur- 
sis and the mainly-Tutsi RPF 
launched an assault on the 
government to save their fel- 
low tribesmen. In little over 
three months they have 
seized most of the country. 

The RPF's advance on 
Gisenyi has triggered a tidal 
wave of refugees flooding out 
of Rwanda into Zaire. Up to 

800,000 people are expected 
to leave the country ahead of 
the RPF advance. 

Mr. Khan said the cease- 
fire would be monitored by 


U.N. peacekeepers, a task he 
and Gen. Dallaire, said 
would not be easy. 

Gen. Dallaire left Kigali 
for Goma in neighbouring 
Zaire Saturday to discuss the 
implementation of the cease- 
fire with the government 
forces chief of staff. Major- 
General Augustin Bizimun- 
g«- 

The U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) prepared 
to fly emergency food sup- 
plies Saturday to more than 
half a million Rwandan re- 
fugees crammed into the Zai- 
rean border town of Goma 
amid warnings of an impend- 
ing catastrophe from over- 
stretched relief organisations. 

WFP spokeswoman Bren- 
da Barton said the plane, 
which was to take off from 
Uganda's Entebbe Airport 
carrying 35 tonnes of food, 
will be joined by another 
plane of similar capacity Sun- 
day. The two will be able to 
make four runs a day ro 
deliver between 300 and 400 
tonnes of food to Goma dai- 
ly- 

The Saturday flight from 
Entebbe will launch a mas- 
sive emergency airlift 
announced by WFP Friday 
aimed at meeting the most 
urgent needs of hundreds of 
thousands of Rwandan re- 
fugees fleeing the fighting 
and massacres that has 
wracked their country for 
more than three months. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, mean- 
while, said it urgently needed 
S62 million to be able to feed 
the refugees. 

UNHCR spokesman Pano 
Moumizi told journalists here 
that 800,000 Rwandans 
would soon be in Goma. He 
said the organisation has 
asked for “S100 million and 
we have only obtained S38. If 
we don't receive the rest im- 
mediately we will not be able 
to cope with the situation.” 

Hie UNHCR was expect- 


ing Saturday co deliver 

200,000 tonnes of food 
brought from Bukavu, 120 
kilometres (74 miles) south of 
Goma. “This will allow us to 
feed 300,000 people for three 
days." Mr. Moumizi said. 

He added that tarpaulins 
and blankets would be sent 
from Kenya, Britain, the 
Netherlands and Ethiopia. 

“The needs are huge,” he 
said. 

Mr. Moumizi added that 
the UNHCR was trying to 
drain refugees away from 
Goma to three sites north of 
the city, notably to Kibumba, 
40 kilometres (25 miles) 
northwest which could hand- 
le 100,000 people. 

“We are not planning to 
distribute food in town,” he 
said. 

Zaire's new government 
sent Deputy Prime Minister 
Malumba Mbangula to Goma 
Friday to assess the refugees’ 
needs and announced it 
would send an unspecified 
amount of emergency aid to 
the Rwandans who began 
streaming into Zaire 
Wednesday. 

Germany pledged Satur- 
day a further $300,000 to the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) for its 
operation in Rwanda taking 
total German aid for the tiny 
central African nation to $28 
million since the ethnic war 
there broke out in early 
April. 

Meanwhile, French troops 
deployed under Operation 
Turquoise rescued about 160 
orphans from Rwanda Satur- 
day, driving them to the safe- 
ty of Zaire in a convoy of 
trucks. 

The children broke into 
song and cheered and 
laughed when the four trucks 
with an escort of jeeps pulled 
out of the border town of 
Gisenyi and drove about pne 
kilometre along roads milting 
with refugees to Goma in 
Zaire. 


Ghali suggests 15,000 U.S.-led force in Haiti 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali has recom- 
mended a U.S.-led military 
force for Haiti of about 

15,000 combat troops to res- 
tore democracy if or when 
the military government 
leaves. 

His report to the Security 
Council rejected earlier U.S. 
proposals that the United Na- 
tions should field a large 
peacekeeping force after the 
military leaves office. 

Instead, he suggested a 
multinational or international 
force without a U.N. flag, 
such as the United States 
might organise with other na- 
tions in the Western Hemis- 
phere. 

Dr. G hali’s report fuelled 
speculation he was leaving 
■the door open for Security 
Council endorsement of an 
American invasion of the 
Caribbean nation, such as 
approval for Desert Storm, 
when a U.S.-led troops drove 
Iraqi forces out of Kuwait. 

He never mentioned the 
word invasion but he char- 
acterised the recommended 
force in terms that went 
beyond a council resolution 
asking for a report on 
peacekeeping operations af- 
ter Haiti’s milrtaiy leaders 
leave office. 

He said that he fully sup- 
ported “the Security Coun- 
cil’s wish to plan urgently for 
effective action to bring this 
situation to an end and res- 
tore the legitimate author- 
ities.” 

One Security Council 


source said that sentence was 
“pretty hard-hitting stuff” 
and appeared to have gone 
beyond the council's mandate 
in requesting the report. 

He also noted that by turn- 
ing down the option on a 
large United Nations force 
the United States would have 
to pay for any invasion opera- 
tion as well as the bulk of the 
peacekeepers afterwards. Or 
it would have to persuade the 
Organisation of American 
States and others to make 
voluntary contributions. 

Dr. Ghali said the United 
Nations might move in with 
several hundred peacekeep- 
ers after “a secure environ- 
ment” bad been established 
but emphasised be could not 
find the resources for a large 
combat force. 

Diplomats also said Dr. 
Ghali did not want to put 
blue hehnets on a U.N. force 
that would probably be com- 
posed mainly of troops from 
one country only — the Un- 
ited States. 

But a U.S. official said be 
was ‘‘extremely pleased” 
with Dr. Ghali 's comments, 
although the full report 
needed further study. 

The White House is seek- 
ing congressional support for 
invading Haiti but may be 
forced to act without a green 
light from lawmakers, Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said Friday. 

“We continue to have in- 
tense consultations with Con- 
gress on Haiti,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

“But beyond that, I think 


it’s important to preserve the 
president’s constitutional 
prerogatives, not the least of 
which because it may be 
necessary for him to act fairly 
promptly if United ‘ States 
citizens are placed in dan- 
ger,” he added. 

The administration has re- 
peatedly denied that an inva- 
sion to oust Haiti's military 
leaders is imminent. Vice 
President A1 Gore went on 


Canadian Television Thurs- 
day to urge that sanctions be 
given more time to work. 

But the Pentagon 
announced Friday an 
invasion-control ship joining- 
the navy fleet already .off 
Haiti’s shores and Deputy 
National Security Advisor 
Sandy Berger warned that 
the situation to the impover- 
ished Caribbean nation was 
becoming dire. 



A Haitian man holds his bead as he waits for repatriation 
into Haiti on the dock at Port An Prince. The U.S. Coast 
Guard returned 217 boat people after they were picked up 
at sea (AFP photo) 


Italy’s anti-graft magistrates quit posts 


ROME (R) — Leading mem- 
bers of the elite pool of Milan 
magistrates heading inves- 
tigations into Italy's graft 
scandals resigned Saturday in 
protest at a new law curbing 
their powers of arrest, the 
Italian news agency (ANSA) 
said. 

The magistrates, including 
Antonio Di Pietro, who has 
become a folk hero for Ita- 
lians because of the probes, 
told Francesco Savverio 
Borelli, the pool’s chief 
magistrate, they were step- 
ping down. 

The decree prohibits 
magistrates from applying 
preventive detention in jail in 
cases of bribery and corrup- 
tion — a measure that has 
been liberally applied in the 
two-year judicial assault on 
Italy’s Tangentopoli 
(bribesvflle) scandal. 

Declaring Friday that im- 
prisonment bad become 
almost the rule. Prime Minis- 
ter Silvio Berlusconi said the 
aim of the measure was to 
restore civil liberties. 

The judges include Di Piet- 
ro, Piercamillo Davigo. 
Gherardo Colombo, Frances- 
co Gerco and Elio Ramonui- 
ni. All have said they would 
ask to be assigned to other 


investigations on grounds of 
conscience. 

Mr. Berlusconi, sharpen- 
ing the battle lines with critic- 
al magistrates and his own 
coalition partners, pledged 
Saturday to ease further the 
state's powers of arrest in 
graft cases. 

The media tycoon said in a 
statement a cabinet decree 
approved Wednesday which 
has led to hundreds of men 
and women being freed from 
prison should be amended to 
allow more suspects to leave 
preventive custody and re- 
turn home to house arrest. 

“I will be the first to ask for 
amendments — not aimed at 
restricting the granting of 
liberty but at increasing it,” 
the statement said. 

“No citizen should be im- 
prisoned without first being 
convicted. In Italy, in the 
Second Republic, justice 
must return to being a model 
of civility," said the state- 
ment released in the Adriatic 
port of Trieste where Mr. 
Berlusconi is taking pan in a 
summit of the 10-nation Cen- 
tral European Initiative. 

Declaring Friday that im- 
prisonment had become 
almost the rule, Mr. Berlus- 
coni said the aim of the mea- 


sure was to restore civil liber- 
ties. 

Hundreds of people were 
freed from jails around the 
country Friday and Saturday. 

One of the first prisoners 
to be released was former 
Health Minister Francesco 
De Lorenzo, who is sus- 
pected of plundering funds 
on the backs of the sick. 

Early Saturday, a crowd of 
people gathered outside Na- 
ples Poggioreale Prison, 
where Mr. De Lorenzo had 
been held since May, chant- 
ing “thief,, thief' at the for- 
mer health minister. 

They spit at him and threw 
missiles at the police car that 
took him to his luxury villa in 
Naples' fashionable Posillipo- 
neighbourhood where he will 
be held under house arrest. 

Mr. De Lorenzo, a former 
Liberal who was health 
minister from 1989 to 1993. 
faces a string of charges in- 
cluding that he solicited huge 
bribes from drugs companies 
to licence their products and 
took big rake-offs from an 
anti-AIDS campaign. 

The preventive detention 
order against Mr. De Loren- 
zo cited 67 counts of criminal 
conspiracy, corruption and 
illegal party financing involv- 


ing bribes totalling about 
seven billion lire ($4 million). 

The former deputy leader 
of the disgraced Socialist Par- 
ty, Guilio Di Donato, also 
held In PoggiOTeale on cor- 
ruption charges, went home 
Saturday to stay under house 
arrest. 

Cabinet spokesman 
Giuliano Ferrara upped the 
stakes on Friday by declaring 
that the government would 
resign if the decree was kick- 
ed out by parliament, where 
Mr. Berlusconi's two main 
coalition partners have 
pledged to get it amended. 

“It the government is slap- 
ped on the face on this act of 
courage and if it fails to 
obtain the support of the 
majority it’s clear that the 
government will pack its 
bags,” he said. 

. The federalist Northern 
League and the neo-fascist 
National Alliance, pillars of 
Mr. Berlusconi's coalition, 
both said they would seek 
amendments restoring the 
possibility of preventive de- 
tention for corruption sus- 
pects. The decree is already 
in force but must be 
approved by parliament with- 
in 60 days to win a permanent 
place on the statute books. 
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.Right on edge over border 


THE ISRAELI newspaper, Hie Jerusalem 
Post, on Friday quoted political sources in 
Jerusalem as saying that Jordan had ex- 
aggerated expectations of the possibility of 
achieving an immediate, far-reaching agree- 
ment on the issue of borders with Israel. The 
right-wing daily said that Israeli topography 
experts had said the British mandate border 
was never marked in the field, but only on a 
map, which leaves it open to interpretation. 

The newspaper said that statements car- 
ried by the Jordanian media, saying that 
Israel is ready to relinquish all the territory 
that the Kingdom cl aims are baseless and 
only part of the Jordanian strategy for 
negotiations. It went further to say that the 
mandate borders show areas east of Jordan 
that should be on the Israeli side. 

The Jerusalem Post was of course right to 
say that Jordan’s negotiating strategy is to 
claim all the lands that Jordan believes is 
part of its territory. But while it may not be 
wise to enter into claims and counterclaims 
with a mouthpiece for the Likud Party, we 
think it appropriate to state that Jordan’s 
main aim was and still is to have our borders 
with Israel fixed mice and for all, thus ending 
any and all claims to the other country’s 
territory. 

It is not only in Jordan’s interest to regain 
the 380 square kilometres that we regard as 
occupied territory. It is in Israel’s best 
interest too to have all Arab countries 
recognise its borders with them. It is not 
Israel that is doing Jordan a favour by 
relinquishing control over Jordanian terri- 
tory. Rather, It is Jordan that is giving peace 
a chance by being willing and ready to cut a 
comprehensive deal with the Jewish state. 

Israel must realise that unless it has 
recognised borders that are guaranteed 
through a peace treaty as part of a fair, just 
and comprehensive settlement, then its bor- 
ders will always be under question and 
insecure. 

Based on this, Israel ought to come to 
Monday’s meeting with a measure of good- 
will much greater than that dted by the 
Jerusalem Post. What Jordan wants is for 
this process to lead to an honourable peace 
that future generations, Arab and Israeli, 
can live with and stick to. 

On the other band, Israel would do well to 
acknowledge Syrian and Lebanese sovereign 
rights over their own occupied territories. 
Then and only then can the peace that 
Jordan is seeking with Israel lead to the 
comprehensive peace that the Israelis claim 
to be seeking with all Arabs. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily said Saturday that the U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's announcement of a meeting between His 
Majesty King Hussein and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin came as no surprise because the King has already 
declared that he was ready to meet with Mr. Rabin should 
such a meeting contribute to helping the nation regain its 
rights in lands and water. The paper said that the King's 
acceptance of the invitation was closely linked to Jordan's 
commitment to the peace process and motivated by the 
idea of achieving a just and comprehensive peace in the 
region- The meeting at the White House on July 25 will 
constitute an important step on the way towards the 
fulfilment of the nation's long-sought objectives, added the 
paper. Speaking candidly before the Cabinet and members 
of Parliament earlier this month, the King announced his 
readiness to meet Mr. Rabin, and in an address to the 
Armed Forces senior commanders, the King was open and 
dear as to the coming mission, according to the paper. It 
said that in bis talks, the King sought to reassure the nation 
and the Armed Forces . that there can be no peace treaty 
without the restoration of the full rights of the Arab 
Nation. 


TAWFIQ ABUL RUB, a guest columnist in A1 Ra’i daily 
said world Zionism is moving towards peace with the Arabs 
in response to foreign pressure and not as a choice of its 
free will. For this reason, the battle for peace with Israel 
will not be less ferocious than war, and it requires tactics, 
preparedness and strenuous efforts, said the writer- Israel 
is not convinced that it should reach peace with the Arab 
countries and return their lands to them, particularly in 
view of the current disarray in Arab ranks, and therefore 
Israel is not sincere in its approach towards peace, added 
the writer. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faheti s-anek 


Royal speech to prepare the people 


THE CANDID speech delivered by His Majesty King 
Hussein last week was a milestone and a turning point in 
the line of thinking of the mainstream Jordanians, both at 
the grassroots and the political elite level. 

For the first time the leader prepared his people in a 
dearcut way for the forthcoming events by presenting the 
facts as they are. The message did not only get across, it 
also built a near consensus. The whole country is in the 
process of taking a crudal and irreversible decision to think 
the unthinkable and make peace with the adversary. 

It became obvious that we cannot cany on for ever in a 
situation of no-war no-peace. Our national security was 
always threatened by a potential Israeli aggression, our 
western borders are simply a ceasefire line, substantial 
parts of our territories are occupied, our water is diverted. 
In a nutshell the status quo is not bearable. 

Of course no one would raise objections because we shall 
recover our land and water, have our borders recognised 
and secured and extract the right of return for the displaced 
Palestinians still living in camps. This is not the point. The 
point is that these demands will not be granted for free. 
There is a price to be paid. The King told the people that 
the price consists in direct negotiations on Jordanian soil, a 
formal meeting between the King and the Israeli prime 
minister, the signing of a peace agreement and the 
normalisation of political and economic relations with the 
long time adversary. 

Obviously, the price is high and the medicine is 
extremely bitter. The personal sacrifice of the King is not 
easy, but for the sake of the national security and the vital 


interests of the Jordanian people the sacrifice is acceptable. 

In this economic column, I have to dwell a little bit on > 
the economic side of the Royal speech, but it should be 
emphasised that the main thrust of the speech was political 
and national. There is no attempt to mask national 
concessions with economic benefits. There is no financial 
benefit that is acceptable for giving up national rights in 
land, water, sovereignty and solving the refugees problem. 

Yet, the economic dimension of peace remains crucial. 
The speech stressed national security but did not ov^-r.ook 
economic security. There is no sustainable economic 
prosperity under continuous threat, nor is th--e c 
political independence without a sound economy. 

The Royal speech highlighted the economic ■‘cedj of 
Jordan, especially the water shortage, the hesv- :-cr. of 
foreign debt and the favourable investment cifrr-t;, *:;e 
main problems being unemployment, poverty 
cient foreign exchange resources. Peace shouic r^ri'-c* 
the quality of life of the man in the street, othc rv •...? sc will 
not be a real or meaningful peace. 

We shall not be surprised if certain politic 1 :- cri.icwe 
the coming move in the peace process, but these 'jiiuriu.is 
are not themselves convinced or able to put forward a 
convincing argument, they start from revisionist i dsoir^iicai 
convictions which became a liability and a bunder: on their 
minds. Ideologies are supposed to be formulated to -erve 
the best interests of the country not the other way round . 

I Those who will make objections because they do not really • 
belong to Jordan and cannot care for its national interest 
should be ignored. 


Pakistan’s north unimpressed by decentralisation 


By Jane Macartney 

Reuter 


GELGIT, Pakistan — Among 
the apricot orchards and 
snow-capped peaks of a land 
that inspired Shangri-La, dis- 
content is brewing. 

The government of Pakis- 
tan, which controls these re- 
mote and disputed mountains 
along the border with China, 
is trying — belatedly the loc- 
als say — to introduce greater 
denxxxacy. 

But residents of the north- 
ern areas are unimpressed by 
Islamabad's latest scheme to 
delegate more powers to a 
locally elected council while 
leaving alone the constitu- 
tional status of an area de- 
clared a disputed region by 
the United Nations. 

"The people of the north- 
ern areas want their (Pakista- 
ni) constitutional rights." 
said the Rani of Hunza, a 
member of the Northern 
Areas Council and wife of the 
ex-ruler, or Mir, of the for- 
mer princely state renowned 
for its apricots. 

“We want proper repre- 
sentation as part of Pakis- 
tan." 

Local resideftts routinely 
remind the Pakistani govern- 
ment that the area volun- 
teered to join Pakistan in 
1947 after declaring itself in- 
dependent for just two 
weeks. 

In 1947, a British soldier 
commanding the 600-strong 
Gilgit scouts joined a revolt 


in Kashmir to try to avert a 
bloody holy war, and pre- 
vented the disputed region's 
Gilrit Province from ceding 
to India. 

“We voluntarily opted for 
Pakistan," said Hussain 
Slab, the leader of a united 
front of mainly Shi’ite groups 
in Gilgit. “But Pakistan has 
been hesitating for 40 years." 

U-N. resolutions in 1948 
and 1949 coupled the area 
with Kashmir, over which 
Pakistan and India have 
fought two of their three wars 
since independence and 
partition in 1947. 

That means that if Pakistan 
were to absorb the northern 
areas. Islamabad would di- 
lute its four decade-old de- 
mand for implementation of 
a U.N.-mandated plebiscite 
to allow the people of Kash- 
mir to determine their own 
future. 

“Pakistan must honour its 
international commitments 
and the status quo," said 
Pakistan’s Minister for Kash- 
mir and Northern Areas 
Mohammad Afzal Khan. 

The package adopted last 
month by the cabinet of- 
Pakistan Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto enlarges the 
council from 16 to 24, endows* 
it with legislative, financial 
and executive powers and 
appoints the federal minister 
for Kashmir and Northern 
Areas as its chief executive. 
Elections arc due in October 
1994. 

“We have given them 
rights and status they should 


have been given 47 years 
ago," Afzal Khan said. “But 
we cannot touch the constitu- 
tional aspect" 

Some residents say the re- 
forms do not go for enough, 
others complain they go too 
for. 

The division runs along re- 
ligious lines, further enforc- 
ing the often violent sectarian 
antipathy between majority 
Shftte Muslims and minority 
Sunni Muslims in the area. 

“This package does not 
meet our basic demands to 
define our identity and con- 
stitutional position," Mr. 
Shah said. “With the current 
ambiguity we are deprived of 
ail kinds of rights... but this is 


an initial step to solve our 
obtems." 


chronic prob 

Mr. Shah, the Mir of Hun- 
za who represents the Ismafli 
Muslim followers of the Aga 
Khan, and most Shi’ites insist 
the Northern Areas becom- 
me a province of Pakistan 
with direct representation to 
the national assembly (lower 
house). 

“We are demanding that if 
this is a disputed area, then 
provisionally they could 
make it a province,” said 
Altaf Hussain, chairman of 
the Gilgit Bar Association, 
adding that no legal barriers 
exist to prevent nidi action. 

“De facto this is a pro- 
vince,” be said. “But the 
government is afraid to de- 
clare it one.” 

In the mountains of Hun- 
za, Ismafli shepherds are just 
as eager for integration with 


Pakistan. 

“This package is a step 
forward,” said goat herder 
Sifotuddin. “But we want our 
rights, representation in the 
national assembly." His wife 
nodded her assent. 

Sunnis disagree. They want 
to be part of Sunm-majority 
Kashmir. 

“This package comes with 
mala fide intent (bad faith) to 
separate these areas,” said 
Sardar Rasool Mir, leader of 
local Sunni religious parties. 
“We want these areas 
merged with (Pakistan-held) 
azad (free) Kashmir.” 

Rasool Mir and his allies 
’ have been lobbying in Isla- 
mabad, writing to Preadmit 
Farooq Leghari to demand 
repeal of the package, and 
threatening a boycott of foe 
elections, by Sunnis — 35 per 
cent of foe Northern Arras’ 
population. 

■ “Already unfortunately 
there is religious polarisa- 
tion,” Mr. Afzal Khan said. 

Sunnis and Shi’ites regular- 
ly hurl hand grenades into 
each other’s mosques in Gil- 
git, where the two sects are 
mixed in greater numbers 
than anywhere else in the 
Northern Areas. 

Before the 1988 elections, 
a pitched Shi’ite-Sunni battle 
over an electoral dispute on a 
plain outside Gilgit left 250 
dead and more than 400 in- 
jured, officials said. 

“These elections in Octo- 
ber will be peaceful,” said 
Northern Areas Chief Com- 
missioner Mahmood Khan. 


Now it’s the 

. * v . 

Democrats’ turn 


to be hawks 


By Walter R. Mears 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — This 
time, the hawks tend to be 
Democrats and liberals, 
ready for U.S. military in- 
tervention now or soon to 
oust the generals running 
Haiti. What's more, foey]re 
arguing that President Clin- 
ton should act on his own, 
one Democrat saying he need 
not be guided by Congress or 
public opinion. 

That is no small role rever- 
sal after two decades of con- 
gressional efforts to rein the 
war-making power of presi- 
dents. 

On Haiti, Republicans 
tried, unsuccessfully, to re- 
quire that Mr. Clinton get 
congressional clearance be- 
fore any military action. Now 
their leaders argue that foe 
military option shouldn't be 
foreclosed, but it shouldn't 
be used either. 

While that’s a switch, there 
is political logic to it with a 
Democrat in the White 
House. And the inconsisten- 
cy is bipartisan anyhow. 
When William Gray III, Mr. 
Clinton’s special envoy on 
Haiti, was reminded on a TV 
talk show that he and other 
liberal house members once 
opposed U.S. action against 
leftist dictatorships in Central 
America, he said his advice 
to the president is “based 
upon where we are in the 
Western hemisphere in 1994, 
not ’84, not 74.” 

The broader. war powers 
issue went beyond party lines 
when Congress tried to de- 
fine its role in the era of 
undeclared conflicts. That 
hasn’t been done yet; the war 
powers resolution, enacted 
21 years ago overriding a 
Republican veto, was meant 
to create a workable system, 
but it hasn't. 

Mr. Clinton was as firm as 
bis Republican predecessors 
in telling Congress not to 
unduly infringe on his pres- 
idential power to use U.S. 
forces when American in- 
terests are threatened. 

He did so nine monkhs 
ago, in blunting a Senate 
Republican attempt to re- 
quire advance congressional 
approval should he decide to 
send troops to Haiti. 

“Successive administra- 
tions have found it critical in 
world affairs to be able to 
state that no option has been 
ruled out,” he wrote at foe 


Congress or popularity polls 
i United S 


of people in foe United States 
should guide what the presi- 
dent does,” Rep. Charles 
Rangel, a Democrat, said in a 
TV interview. In another, he 
said invasion should not be a 
subject on which “we take 
polls and ask whether Amer- 
icans or the Congress wants 
to put our boys and girls m 
harm's way.” 

The Caucus chairman, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfuxne, another 
Democrat, said invasion 
should be the last option, and 
one left “fully up to foe presi- 
dent.” Mr. Mfume said other 
options include a naval block- 
ade or air strikes. 

Sen Bob Graham, a Flor- 
ida Democrat, said foe admi- 
nistration should try to push 
foe mlitary government ant 
with economic sanctions for 
another 30 days and then 
either admit that it can't be 
done or move to the threat 
and possible use of military 
force. He said he doubted the 
sanctions would suffice. 


time. 


In Florida, there's concern 
about a possible refugee 
flood that would worsen an 
already costly problem. 

Mr. Rangel pointed tq. 
Grenada, Panama and Irac^ 
as precedents for the use of 
U.S. force in recent times. 

Those earlier invasions 
were under Republican presi- 
dents. The Gulf war against 
Iraq has fought with the con- 
gressional approval George 
Bush sought but said he 
didn't really need because he 
had the power to act as com- 
mander in chief. 


Clinton support for Germany makes Kohl uneasy 


By Tom Heneghan 
Reuter 


BERLIN — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has raised Ger- 
many's profile so high dur- 
ing his two-day whirlwind 
tour that even Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl appears un- 
easy at the new altitude. 

In Bonn on Monday and 
Berlin on Tuesday. Mr. 
Clinton issued what must be 
foe most sweeping state- 
ments of support that Ger- 
many has heard in the post- 
war era. 

He named Bonn as foe 
main U.S. ally in Europe, 
pushing Britain's fading 
“special relationship” into 
the background, and 
showed no fear of foe 
ghosts from Germany's past 
that still haunt many of its 
neighbours. 

When Mr. Ointon then 
went even further in Berlin 
on Tuesday, saying Ger- 
many could fight in a future 
United Nations mission like 
the Gulf war. Mr. Kohl had 
to break in to put a damper 
on the rising expectations. 

“It is not as if a new 
mood has broken out that 
says Germans to the 
front" the Chancellor was. 
quick to make dear to a 
joint press conference with 
Mr. Clinton. “When and 
where Germany gets in- 
volved will be derided in 
Germany.” 

Mr. Kohl, who has sche- 
duled several foreign policy 
events to help his campaign 
for reelection in October, 
appeared just as concerned 
with calming his voters as 
his neighbours. 

While he insists Germany 
must play a stronger role in 
.the world, Mr. Kohl has 
made little of it on the 
campaign trail because, as 
his strategists say. there are 
few votes to be won in 
telling Germans their sons 
might have to die abroad 
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again. 

He also clearly feels foe 
Americans are not just flat- 
tering him but making un- 
disguised demands for help 
in leading the Western 
world in the post-cold war 
era. 

“Oh, it's all very lovey- 
dovey, very warm, but 
underneath is an undercur- 
rent of a demand. - ’ one 
Bonn diplomat said.. 

“It means foe Germans 
have to do more, both in 
out-of-area missions and in 
leading help for Eastern 
Europe. Washington has 
high hopes that Germany 
will lead a drive to get the 
European Union fEU) to 
help Eastern Europe 
more-” 

Mr. Clinton's visit coin- 
cided with a German sup- 


reme court ruling on Tues- - 
day morning that Bonn 
could deploy troops in mul- 
tinational military missions 
if its parliament approved. 

The legal green light for a 
more active military role, 
something Mr. Koh! has 
sought since unification in 
1990, was bound to raise 
foe question of how asser- 
tive Bonn would become. 

Mr. Gin ton's sweeping 
support for a more self- 
confident Germany height- 
ened the immediacy of this 
question, which has worried 
Bonn’s neighbouurs ever 
since the Berlin wall burst 
open under foe pressure of 
pro-democracy protests in 
1989. 

“We are going to have 
considerable problems with 
this new partnership,” com- 


mented Amulf Baring, a 
historian at Beilin's free 
university. 

"Until now, we have al- 
ways said L we don't want to 
lead, we can’t lead, the 
Americans should lead.” he 
said. 

“Now a lot of pressure is 
on foe Germans to define 
what they can do and want 
to do and what not.” 

Another diplomat noted 
that Mr. Clinton put Mr. 
Kohl into a corner by com- 
ing out and urging him to 
implement a policy that 
Germany has had problems 
with in recent years any- 
way. 

After paying out billions 
to Moscow for supporting 
German unity, Mr. Kohl 
has been trying in vain to 
convince his EU partners to 


boost their aid to the East 
dramatically. 


But none-, of foe other 12 
seems as alarmed bv the 
continued problems in foe 


leader born after World 
War n, ss:d at the start <rf 


his visit. 


« piuLMcins m tne 

ex-communist region as 

Oermany. which sits on the 

tiU S j 


ffTT , on me 

s eastern frontier, and 
foe^ last superpower, the 


Mr. Clinton, the first 
American leader born after 
World War II, was so effu- 
sive in his support for Ger- 
many that even German 
journalists warily asked if 
he did not feel a bit uneasy 
about foe idea of Germans 
marching abroad again. 


“Anything that can be 
done to enable Germany to 
fulfill the leadership re- 
sponsibilities that it is plain- 
ly capable of fulfilling is a 
positive thing," he told 
journalists as Mr. Kohl 
stood by smiling. 


Mr. Ointon also urged 
Germany to send troops to 
fight in Onited Nations mis- 
sions liko the Gulf war. 


“I am 
fortable 
Clinton 


‘ 1 have great confidence 
in the larger purposes and 
direction of this country.” 
Mr. Clinton, the first U.S. 


completely 
with that,” 

- announced. 

course. I can envision Ger- 
man forces getting invohjm 
jn something like the un- 
ited Nations effort in 







Translated out of the di- 
plomatic, that means presi- 
dents want to be able to 
threaten military action and 
make it believable. Mr. Clin- 
ton has been trying to do so 
on Haiti since 1993 as the 
administration seeks to oust 
foe military regime there and 
restore foe elected president, 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

He still is. “It certainly 
validates foe position we've 
taken so for that that’s an 
option we souldn't rule out,” 
Mr. Clinton said Monday af- 
ter the Haitian regime 
ordered international human 
rights monitors out of foe 
. -*«mtiy. 

intervention ought to be 
Mr. Clinton’s call alone, 
according to two leaders of 
the congressional Black 
Caucus, which has been 
pressing for tougher steps. _ 

“I don’t think that th^ 1 
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Acre — a city of the past, a message for the future 
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By Mariam M. Shah in 

Jordan 77/nes 
Staff Reporter 

ACRE — Waves and a 
clean blue sea, old 
crusader-built walls and 
Arab faces mark the land- 
scape of this northern city 
of Palestine. 

■ Like a window on the 
past Acre streets are still’ 
predominantly made of 
cobblestones. It’s men are 
mainly fishermen, a voca- 
tion handed down through 
generations. 

Despite vigorous efforts 
by the Israeli government 
to settle Jews in Acre, the 
city is still mainly Arab, 
alifaougb Jewish immig- 
rants, who began settling 
the city in 1948, have done 
their best to encourage the 
Arabs to leave the shores of 
this famous city. 

Throughout history, no 
less than two dozen civilisa- 
tions landed on and con- 
quered Acre's seaside. The 
dty was visited by such re- 
nowned historical persona- 
lities as Marco Polo, Fran- 
cis of Assisi and Napoleon 
Bonaparte. It was the capit- 
al of the Crusaders in the 
11th centuyy and is histor- 
ically considered the main 
point of “entry" into Pales- 
tine. Historians believe that 
Salahedm’s greatest mistake 
in his war against the Cru- 
saders was when he stopped 
short of expelling them 
from Acre, which they used 
as a launching base to fight 
the Muslim armies. 

According to Israeli tour 
books, contemporary Acre 
is a city of Arab-Israeli co- 
existence. Arabs speak 
romantically of the “beauti- 
ful port city, where Arabs 
still live.” 

But for all those who 
believe that "co-existence”, 
rather than a parallel exist- 
ence, between Palestinians 


and Israelis is an ideal solu- 
tion to the century old con- 
flict between the two peo- 
ples. visiting this Arab town 
may be an unexpected 
shock. 

Today, the old, or Arab, 
city of Acre exists parallel 
to lie new, almost exclu- 
sively, Jewish. Israeli city. 
The two Acres reflea the 
sad “co-existence” of an 
obviously oppressed minor- 
ity and an insecure majority 
living side by side. 

Before the creation of 
Israel, Acre was predomi- 
nantly an Arab dty with a 
10 per cent Jewish popula- 
tion. Now, the numbers axe 
almost reversed with Jews 
constituting about three 

S uarters of the -city’s resi- 
ents. 

Admiring the fabulous 
ruins of what were un- 
doubtedly great civilisa- 
tions, one is struck by the 
miserable conditions of 
those living in them today. 

The Arab part of Acre is 
in a state of disintegration 
— the place is physically 
falling apart. The old city, 
where several thousand 
Arab families live, needs 
Israeli government permis- 
sion to improve its infras- 
tructure. No sewage, no 
water purification, no elec- 
trical infrastructure are 
readily available; the Israeli 
government does not give 
permits to construct such 
facilities. 

The Arab population 
lives “on the edge” as one 
resident put it. Acre's in- 
digenous inhabitants, many 
of whom fled the fighting in 
the dty in 1948 and became 
refugees in villages of the 
Galilee or in Lebanon, have 
mostly moved out. 

Those that did not flee 
the fighting in the dty and 
stayed behind fared as bad- 
ly as those who had left, or 
worse still. 

“People do not get per- 
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Acre: A window on the past (Photo by Mariam M. Shahin) 


mits to expand their homes 
to build sewage systems, to 
have access to clean water 
and proper electridty — so 
the well-to-do and middle 
class moved out to areas 
where such services are 
easily available.” said Abu 
George, a local restaurant 
owner and a native of Acre. 

Local Arab residents say 
that the Israeli government 
forced people to move out 
by denying them the right 
to improve basic living con- 
ditions. Furthermore, in it’s 


ongoing efforts to rid Israel 
of it's Arab population, the 
Israeli government evicted 
the Arab populations of 
half a dozen Arab villages 
around Acre, claiming the 
villages’ lands were needed 
for state use. 

The villagers, some 7,000 
of them, were told to live in . 
Acre's old dty. Thus the 
already under-fadlitated 
Arab neighbourhoods in 
Acre had to share the 
already sparse communal 


futilities with the new com- 
ers. Improvement of living 
facilities has consistently 
been denied the Arab 
population by the Israeli 
authorities. 

A classic case of “taxa- 
tion without representa- 
tion” is what Arab residents 
call it. Palestinian residents 
of Acre, or Arab Israelis as 
they are known, believe 
that Israel's goal is to en- 
courage people to move out 
of the old city make it “free 
of Arabs” and aeate a 


touristic city. 

Tourists come to Acre in 
large bus loads. The tour 
guides are always Israelis, 
since the tourist licensing 
board is very selective when 
it comes to who shows the 
tourists around. 

Serge, the tour guide for 
a group of French visitors 
explains to the tourists that 
the Arabs are "a bit dirty 
and haven’t done enough to 
keep up the old city but that 
was a fart of life Israel had 


to live with.” 

Patting Abu George on 
the back he says, “but this 
is a democratic country and 
while Abu George and I 
fought against one another 
in past wars we are now 
friends.” 

Serge looks at Abu 
George and says to him in a 
Hebrew accented Arabic 
“you should be happy I 
don't charge for all the 
advertising I do on your 
behalf." 

Socially, the Arabs of 
Acre, as many Arabs who 
stayed Acre in and even- 
tually became citizens of 
Israel, have had to go 
through the psychological 
trauma of being cut off 
from the rest of the Arab 
World and be regarded as 
fourth class citizens in the 
state that they became 
citizens of. 

“There was a lot of rejec- 
tion on the part of the Arab 
population,” says Mariam 
Miri'i, who heads the Acre 
Women’s Association. 

“People wanted to have 
nothing to do with the ‘Jew- 
ish masters*, so they reacted 
by not sending their daugh- 
ters to school and forbid- 
ding any sort of change.” 

According to Ms. Miri'i, 
who is one of the most 
prominent Palestinian- 
(sraeli women activists, it 
was only after 1967 when 
Israel occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza that the 
Arabs of Israel began 
adapting forms of moderni- 
ty. The connection with the 
other Arabs in the occupied 
territories was a psycholo- 
gical relief, we were no 
longer alone, progress, 
socially and educationally, 
began.” 

Bat still, says Miri'i, the 
Arabs of Acre feel that they 
have been forgotten by the 
Arab World. “We were cal- 
led traitors because we 
accepted to carry Israeli 


passports. No-one consi- 
dered that we were stead- 
fast and loyal to the land.” 

Most of the city’s Arab 
residents work as mer- 
chants and fisherman, the 
latter being threatened by an 
Israeli government plan to 
limit fishing in Acre. 

Jewish residents work 
mostly as merchants or 
tourist guides. 

The neighbourhoods of 
.the two peoples are gener- 
ally separated with Jews liv- 
ing in some quarters and 
Arabs, both Muslims and 
Christians, living in others. 

Strangely, one finds, 
when looking at the newer 
Jewish quarters of the “new 
Acre” that for all their 
efforts to make life hard for 
the Arabs, the Israeli gov- 
ernment has not done that 
much to make life pleasant 
for it's own people. Like 
many Israeli cities, the new 
part of Acre looks like it 
was built overnight and as 
if the lowest cost building 
material was used. The look 
is that of a modem shanty- 
town. 

The romantic beauty of 
Acre is felt only in poems 
written by exiled Palesti- 
nians and paintings like those 
of the Paris-based 
Palestinian artist Nasser 
Soumi. 

A recreated window he 
found in the alleys of Acre 
was used by Mr. Soumi to 
create a frame for a paint- 
ing of Acre. All around the 
painting hang blue notes on 
a clothes line. 

"They are messages from 
the people of Acre,” says 
Mr. Soumi of the blue 
notes. “Messages to let the 
people of the future know 
that we were once here and 
that this was once a great 
and beautiful place — a 
beautiful city in Palestine." 
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Government tobacco 
regulation-burden 
or free ride? 


King-Rabin meeting a clear demonstration 
of movement to energise the peace process 


I By David Lawsky 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Govern- 
ment regulation is in the eye 
of the beholder, at least when 
it comes to tobacco. 

From the perspective of 
the tobacco industry, govern- 
ment regulation of cigarettes 
is perhaps the most burden- 
some m America- But seen 
from the perch of govern- 
ment agencies and anti-smok- 
ing forces, tobacco has vir- 
tually escaped regulation. 

The outcome of a tug-of- 
war over the public and con- 
gressional perception on the 
issue will help determine 
whether or not there is a 
major government crack- 
down on cigarettes by the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA). 

FDA Commissioner David 
Kessler told a House energy 
and commerce health sub- 
committee last month his 

S is considering the reg- 
of tobacco as a drug 
and asked Congress for gui- 
dance. 

Brown and Williamson 
To bacco Co. Ceo Thomas 
Sandefur, anxious to forestall 
health regulation by the 
FDA, told the same commit- 
tee a few days later his indus- 
try is already “probably the 
$1 most heavily, regulated in 
* U.S. commerce.” 

But the heads of two U.S. 
agencies have denounced 
Sandefur’s testimony as 
“totally bogus” and "inaccu- 
rate m the extreme.” 

Speaking under oath, Mr. 
Sandefur — whose company 
is a unit of British- American 
Tobacco — listed nine feder- 
al government entities he said 
“regulate tobacco products 
Or have issued reports that 
*wve the same impact as reg- 
ulation. 1 ’ 

' “It has been contended, 
and I quote, Tobacco pro- 
ducts are the nation's least 
regulated consumer pro- 
ducts, with tobacco products 
being exempt from every ma- 
jor health and safety law.' 
Nothing could be farther 
from the truth,” testified Mr. 
Sandefur. 

That brought a rebuke 
from Aon Brown, chairman 
uf the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, one of 
agencies cited by Mr. 
Sandefur. 


“Nothing could be farther 
the truth than Mr. San- 
defur’s comments," she said 
in an interview. “They are 
inaccurate in the extreme, 
enabling legislation spe-' 


cifically disallows us to have 
any jurisdiction over' 
cigarettes.” 

She said the commission 
and tbe National Institute of 
Standards and Technology 
studied the feasibility of 
manufacturing a “fire-safe" 
cigarette, finding that one 
could be manufactured that 
would cause fewer fires. 

Ms! Brown said tbe Study 
made at congressional direc- 
tion “has no force of law or 
regulatory power.” Sbe said 
passage of a pending bill 
would let her agency require 
fire-safe smokes. 

Mr. Sandefur also listed 
the Department of. Health 
and Human Services, which 
contains tbe Centres for Dis- 
ease Control’s Office on 
Smoking and Health. But 
Michael Eriksen, director of 
tbe office, characterised Mr. 
Sandefur’s statements about 
government regulation as 
“totally bogus”. 

“We have no regulatory 
authority at all over tbe 
tobacco industry,” he said in 
a telephone interview from 
his office in Atlanta. “The 
only thing we can require tbe 
industry to do is submit lists 
of ingredients to us.” 

Mr. Eriksen, whose office 
is charged with serving as a 
clearinghouse on tobacco and 
health, said Mr. Sandefur 
had mischaracterised the role 
of other agencies as well. 

“I think that’s totally mis- 
leading to say that tobacco is 
heavily regulated,” he said. 

Other agencies Mr. San de- 
fur listed have narrow juris- 
diction. The Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms 
collects taxes on tobacco. 
The surgeon general and En- 
vironmental Protection 
Agency issue reports on 
tobacco and the Federal 
Trade Commission tests 
cigarettes for tar and nicotine 
content on puffing machines. 

The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration is 
considering a rule to ban 
smoking in the workplace, 
except in special rooms venti- 
lated to the outside, but no 
hearings will be held until 
September. 

The Department of Agri- 
. culture provides crop insur- 
ance, tobacco grading and 
research, with many of those 
sendees paid for directly by 
the industry. 

Said Scott Ballin, chairman 
of the Anti-Smoking Coali- 
tion on smoking or health: 
“That kind of regulation is 
there to serve the industry, 
not tbe public health. I would 
be glad to see it ended.” 


WASHINGTON — Follow- 
ing is the official transcript of 
the July 15 background brief- 
ing at the White House fol- 
lowing Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher’s news 
conference. 

SR. ADMIN. OFFICIAL: 
Why don't I offer a little 
context. Let me make a cou- 
ple of observations. One is 
about the significannce of tbe 
event, and the other is to give 
you a little bit of the flavour 
of the background to it, and 
then well take your ques- 
tions. 

I think you have to look at 
this as another major event 
that symbolises, as the secret- 
ary was saying, a transforma- 
tion of the landscape of the 
Middle East. Here you have 
a dramatic meeting, again, in 
the tradition of President 
Sadat, and then last year 
Chairman Arafat meeting 
here with Prime Minister 
Rabin, but also now King 
Hussein meeting with Prime 
Minister Rabin here as well. 

If I would characterise in a 
general way this particular 
track as opposed to some 
others, I would say on this 
track, rather than following 
the traditional pattern of a 
treaty and then normalisa- 
tion, this is a track where you 
see the signs of normalisation 
and then a peace treaty. 

It has emerged from, as the 
president and the secretary 
said, the trilaterals of earlier 
in the month and then the 
president's meeting here with 
the King. One of the things 
that clearly occurred at the 
time of the King’s meeting 
with the president was that 
the King was saying publicly, 
and the president was emph- 
asising the value we saw in it, 
of having a meeting between 
the King and the prime minis- 
ter as another clear demon- 
stration of movement as a 
way to energise and acceler- 
ate the process between the 
two and to build the concrete 
forms of developing normal, 
peaceful relations between 
the two. 

You’ll recall at the time of 
tbe trilateral that one of the 
things that emerged was not 
only an agreement between 
the two of them to have a 
series of subgroup meetings 
On bilateral issues, ranging 
from border security, energy 
and environment, to a series 
of trilateral meetings also in 
the region that would deal 
with such questions as de- 
veloping the master plan for 
the development of the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley — which gets 
you into a whole variety of 
different kinds of economic 
forms of cooperation on 
being able to develop the 


minerals of the Dead Sea and 
the whole area between the 
Dead Sea and the Red Sea; 
cooperation on developing a 
mechanism in civil cooper- 
tron on dvfl avitation; build- 
ing a road that would connect 
Jordan with Israel and Egypt; 
developing a national, trans- 
border national park; and de- 
veloping tourism as well, 
overcoming the impediments 
to tourism. 

These represent concrete 
forms of cooperation on the 
trilateral — work through the 
trilateral mechanism, but also 
reflect concrete forms of 
cooperation between the two 
of them. And what the 
secretary will be doing on this 
trip, at least on this particular 
track, is helping, again, to 
focus on tbe particular con- 
tent, which then again, they'll 
have further discussions on 
when they’re here. And we 
would look to the work of the 
trip, helping to set the stage 
for what emerges from the 
summit meeting when it takes 
place. 

So, just one last observa- 
tion. I think you have to look 
at this as — not as a snapshot, 
but again, in perspective. If 
you go back a year ago, few 
people would bave been pre- 
dicting that we would be 
where we are today in the 
Middle East or that you 
would be seeing an event like 
this, and I think you have to 
see the event in the context of 
what-it represents — a con- 
tinuing move towards norma- 
lisation, a continuing demon- 
stration, frankly, of accept- 
ance of Israel and . the region 
as a very normal part of this 
landscape. 

Do you want to add any- 
thing? 

Senior Administration 
Official: I just thought you 
might be interested in a quids 
tick- lock of the Jordan- 
Israel-U.S. negotiations. 

You'll recall that Sep. 14, 
the day after the signing of 
the Israel-PLO Declaration 
of Principles, over in the 
State Department the heads 
of the Jordanian-Israeli de- 
legation signed their Com- 
mon Agenda. On October 
the 1st of last year, you may 
recall that the president 
hosted a trilateral meeting 
between Crown Prince Has- 
san. Shimon Peres, himself in 
the Oval Office. That was 
after the donors conference 
that we held that morning in 
the State Department. 

In January, King Hussein 
came here and talked to the 
president about his interest in 
moving forward in the nego- 
tiations. And of course, as — 
(inaudible) — mentioned in 
May when they announced — 


in June? 

Senior Administration Offi- 
cial: June 6th and 7th when 
they announced agreement 
between them to move the 
negotiations to the region. 
Those negotiations will begin 
next week July 18th, between 
the heads of the Jordanian 
and Israeli delegations on the 
border between Jordan and 
Israel. 

One June 22nd, King Hus- 
sein came back to Washing- 
ton. The president talked to 
him again, and particularly 
they discussed Jordan's re- 
quirements as it moved for- 
ward in the peace process 
with a particular focus on 
debt forgiveness, as the 
secretary of state has men- 
tioned. 

And then, of course, the 
next event will be the July 
20th meeting between the 
secretary of state, the foreign 
minister of Israel and the 
prime minister of Jordan m 
Jordan at the Dead Sea Hotel 
followed by the crowning 
achievement of the July 25th 
summit here in Washington. 

Q: You know, the secret- 
ary naturally enough, tried to 
keep expeettions down by 
saying this wouldn't be a 
peace treaty signing. But, af- 
ter all, you've got a trip to the 
region and you have them 
coming here. You don’t 
know, do you, that events 
cannot just move so quickly 
that there wouldn’t be a 
peace treaty signed here? 

Q: Could it take off? 

Senior Adminisfrtioa offi- 
cial: No, I don’t think you 
can do it that quickly because 
a peace treaty is not just a 
piece of paper that you slap 
together. It has to be some- 
thing that you negotiate and 
that works through all the 
various details that are going 
to be embodied in a peace 
treaty. 

The fart is, one of the 
things — if you recall, back 
on June 6th and 7th at the 
end of that trilateral — one of 
die things that we announced 
is that, when they got 
together again in July in the 
region, and as it turns out, in 
Jordan and Israel, they would 
begin the process of negotiat- 
ing in the subgroups on a 
series of the bilateral issues. 

Now, they haven't yet got- 
ten together to do that. They 
will begin that on Monday, 
And they have at least five 
groups and quite possibly 
eight they are going to begin 
to work on together where 
they will begin to work 
through a whole series of 
issues that I already enumer- 
ated. And as they come to 
agreements in those areas. 


those will form building 
blocks of a peace treaty that 
will emerge. 

But if they’re only starting 
on Monday, and they’re 
going to have to work these 
things out in some detail, 
you’re not going to move that 
quickly. 

Q: Quickly, you referred 
to meetings in Israel and Jor- 
dan, are you going to be — 
and the original scenario was 
more spread out. You’re 
going to be able to squeeze in 
a Christopher meeting with 
Jordan and Israel both in 
Jordan and in Israel in that 
week? 

Senior Administration offi- 
cial: I don’t — you will not 
have — you won’t have both 
of those taking place in that 
timeframe. They will have 
their bilaterals that will begin 
on Monday. On Wednesday 
there will be a trilateral. 

Q: Where m that case? Is 
that on the Israeli side or tbe 
Jordanian side? 

Senior Administration Offi- 
cial: It'll be on the Jordanian 
side. 

Q*. Alright. But then you 
can't make the — the second 
one was to have been the 
next week. So, you won't be 
able to squeeze it in. will 
you? 

Senior Administration Offi- 
cial: Right. We now have a 
major event that is going to 
take place in place of that. 
But they'll you know, you 
have an acceleration of this 
process, and the embodiment 
of the acceleration is not just 
that for the first time you’re 
going to have a large official 
Israeli delegation headed by 
a senior Israeli official meet- 
ing in Jordan, but then you're 
going to have the King and 
the prime minister meeting 
here the following Monday. 

Senior Administration Offi- 
cial: Let me just add one 
point on this. The July 25th 
event here is not just an 
event. It is a series of sub- 
stantive meetings between 
the president. King Hussein 
and the prime minister, as 
well as between the prime 
minister and King Hussein. 
So there will be some sub- 
stantive discussions and 
negotiations going on as well. 

Q: The King has not been 
noted in the past for getting 
too far ahead of the Arab 
consensus. Do you have any 
indication that he will be pre- 
pared to sign a peace treaty 
whenever it's ready before 
some major breakthrough in 
the Syrian track? 

Senior Administratkui Offi- 
cial: I can’t tell you when 
he’ll be prepared to sign a 
peace treaty. What we have 
here is a very clear commit- 


ment to move In a way that is Jordan, and also on the milit- 
not in the shadows; to move ary equipment we're going to 
in a way that is in the day- sell to them? Does that in- 
light; that is tied, as we both dude the jet fighters they've 
just said, to a very wide wanted for so long? 
spectrum of concrete issues. Senior Administrate Offi- 
concrete projects, and tangj- rial; J can’t put meat on the 

ble developments. bones on either issue at this 

Now, you know, exactly time. What we've made very 

when all of that will be con- dear is that we are sensitive 

eluded in a peace treaty, I to their economic needs. We 

can't predict at this point or are going to do the best we 

say exactly when he’ll be pre- can to respond to their eco- 

pared to conclude it, but all nomic needs. We are aware 

I’m saying is that we are of their security concerns and 

obviously seeing a set of be- security needs, and, here 

havionrs that reflect a new again, we'U be doing the best 

reality. we can. 

Q: Is the signing of a peace But we’re going to have to 
treaty at all contingent on work those out with them, 
progress on the Syrian track We’re going to have to en- 
or the Palestinian track? gage in discussions with them 
Have the Jordanians made which will allow us to work 
dear that there is no linkage? these things out. And 
Senior Administration Offi- obviously we’ll have to con- 
dal: I think those are ques- suit very intensively with the 
dons that are best directed to Congress as well when we get 
the Jordanians. When the to that point. 

King was here — who was Q: This is U.S. debt or this 
many times asked about that is international debt that you 
Question — and one of the are discussing? 
things be said was Jordan will Senior Administration 
make Jordan’s own dedsions. OffiicaJ: Well, obviously, 
Q: Can you tell us about they're interested in having 
the speech to the joint ses- their overall debt burden re- 
sion? Is that gping to be lieved. And we have been 
technically a joint meeting of working internationally with 
Congress? Is it in the after- other creditors, and obvious- 
noon? Will they both speak ly, our own view is that one 
one after the next, side by way to bave an impact on 
ride? How is that going to others is also to demonstrate 
work? what you're prepared to do 

Senior Administration OfS- on a bilateral basis, 
dal: We’re still working out Q: What is the size of the 
the details in consultation debt? 

with tbe leadership in Con- Senior Administration Offi- 
gress. I’ve been told that we dal: The book figure of the 
can’t give you any of those debt is a little bit under $700 
details at the moment. million. 

Q: Is it generally seen that Q: Is that to the U.S.? 
there'll be a meeting at the Senior Administration Offi- 
White House with Clinton, dal: That’s U.S. debt, yes. 
then they’D go to the Hill, Q: There's another figure 
and then they'll come back of $900 million. 
for some kind of state or _ Senior Administration Offi- 
formal dinner? cml: The book figure is $700 

Senior Administration Offi- million. What the current 
dal: Well, the exact timing of value of it is is yet to be 
the session with Congress has determined, 
not yet been tied down. But it Q: And there’s another fi- 
will be in the time frame of gure floating around of $900 
the 25th, 26th. million. Does that include 

Q: But both of them will commercial — 
appear at the same time be- Senior Administration Offi- 
fore Congress? dal: The figure that’s floating 

Senior Administration Offi- around that tile Jordanians 
dal*. That is correct It’s both use is the way that they count 
— well, X would expect it will it, but we count it differently, 
be a trilateral appearance, a So it’s the same debt, it’s just 
joint trilateral appearance — a question of how it’s 
that is, the president. King counted. 

Hussein and the prime Q: In the military improve- 
minister. ment, are you also consider- 

Q: Was the president — mg giving permission for 
Senior Administration Offi- them (o sell their F-5s? 
dal: We're still trying to work Senior Administration Offi- 
out the details. cial: That is not something 

Q: Could you put some we’ve deal with yet. 
meat on the bones of the sort The press: Thank you. 
of vague assurances on the 
debt relief that the United “ 

States is prepared to give USIA 
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Greenspan says 
IJ.S. deficit could 


hurt 4 ideal 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan Friday 
said the United States is ex- 
periencing “ideal” economic 
times but warned that future 
prosperity was jeopardising 
the country’s still huge 
deficit. 

U.S. economy has 
recently been experiencing 
the ideal combination of ris- 
ing activity, falling unem- 
ployment and slowing infla- 
tion.'’ Mr. Greenspan told a 
bipartisan commission on 
government spending and tax 
reform. 

But he made clear that the 
country must not let good 
economic times create an 
atmosphere in which policy 
makers take the view that the 
deficit, despite some recent 
improvement, is no longer a 
critical problem. 

“We cannot let this good 
behaviour lull us into neglect- 
ing the underlying problems 
of our economy,” Mr. 
Greenspan told lawmakers. 

The central banker said the 
impact of the deficit is perva- 
sive and continues to keep 
long-term rates higher than 
they would be, perversely 
making it more expensive to 
finance the red ink itself. 

“Long-term interest rates 
are higher now because mar- 
kets are anticipating rising 
deficits in the next century," 
Mr. Greenspan said. 

At the same, he said he 
detected a dramatic shift in 
the public's attitude toward 
the deficit and a willingness 
to make the hard choices 
necessary in bringing the eco- 
nomy more into balance. 

“I hope and really do be- 


Alan Greenspan 

lieve (that progress will be 
made).” Mr. Greenspan told 
the commission, adding that 
improvement will show up in 
the levels of interest rates. 

But Mr. Greenspan made 
it clear than the United States 
really has no choice but to 
deal with the deficits since 
eventually they will produce 
economic instability and very 
hard times. 

“There is no alternative to 
scaling back growth in federal 
spending if we are to avoid 
growing deficits as we move 
into the next century.'* he 
said. 

Mr. Greenspan dodged 
questions about tax policy 
and specific revenue cuts, 
saying as he has in the past 
that such choices are political 
in nature and he would rather 
not add his voice to the de- 
bate. 

At the same time, he said 
the deficit in the years ahead 
is ■ mostly the creature of 
health care costs, expected to 
baloon as American society 
increasingly ages. 


Greece 
obtains 
$17.4b for 
modernisation 

ATHENS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) 
agreed Friday to provide 
Greece with 13.98 billion 
ECUs (S17.4 billion) by the 
end of the century to mod- 
ernise roads, ports, water 
supplies and other structural 
assets. 

The commission of the EU 
and Greece signed the agree- 
ment, the second of its kind, 
for the period 1994-99 here 
on Friday. 

EU Regional Develop- 
ment Commissioner Bruce 
Millan said that tbe funding 
would develop the economy 
and improve links between 
Greece and the main Euro- 
pean arteries. 

The Greek deputy minister 
for the national economy 
Georges Romaics, said that 
the funds, amounting to 4.S 
per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP), would lead 
to the creation of more than 
100,000 jobs. 

Once all transfers, includ- 
ing those related to agricul- 
ture, were taken into 
account, Greece would re- 
ceive 35 billion ECUs 

Various infrastructures, 
roads ports, water supplies, 
the renovation of monuments 
and technical training are 
among items earmarked to 
receive some of the aid. 

Greek interests in the pub- 
lic and private sectors are to 
provide joint financing 
amounting to 18 billion 
ECUs. 

The commissioner said that 
a memorandum of under- 
standing had been included in 
the arrangement to deal with 
delays or costs exceeding 
budgets which had occurred 
frequently under the previous 
arrangement. 


India to sell big loss- makers 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Two 
of India’s largest loss-making 
phblic sector companies are 
going on sale after being de- 
clared sick and are looking 
for new owners to nurse them 
back to health. 

The first significant move 
towards privatisation of state- 
owned companies, the deci- 
sion to hive them off coin- 
cided with a call to the public 
sector Friday by Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh to 
fend for itself. 

The Fertiliser Corp. of In- 
dia and the Hindustan Ferti- 
liser Corp. of India, which 
together are more than 30 
billion rupees (SI billion) in 
the red, have been put on the 
block, officials said here 
Saturday. 

“Their net worth has been 
eroded.” said a spokesman 
for the Board of Industrial 
and Financial Reconstruction 
(BIFR). a government- 
appointed agency which 
oversees the privatisation or 
revival of public sector com- 
panies. 

He said the government 
had been unable to come up 


with a scheme to put the two- 
companies back on their feet, 
prompting the board to put 
them on sale. 

The Industrial Credit and 
Investment Corp. of India 
(ICICI), a financial institu- 
tion, was asked by the BEFR 
on Friday to scout for 
prospective new owners to 
take them over, the spokes- 
man said. 

The ICICI would study 
bids from the private sector 
and foreign investors willing 
to infuse fresh capital and 
technology to turn around 
the ailing and overstaffed 
companies, which together 
have more than 15,000 em- 
ployees. 

•’It is now open for in- 
terested parties to approach 
the ICICI” the spokesman 
told AFP. 

The two fertiliser com- 
panies. burdened by first- 
generation plants of outdated 
technology, turned sick in the 
face of shortages of inputs 
such as power and coal, forc- 
ing production cutbacks. 

An investment of more 


than 14 billion rupees ($466 
million) would be required to 
revive their now-idle plants, 
which had been running at 
half their capacity. 

Trade unions have vigor- 
ously protested government 
plans to wind up sick factor- 
ies or privatise the public 
sector under a three-year-old 
economic reforms program- 
me putting India on the road 
to a market economy. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
public sector workers joined 
an anti-privatisation strike 
Thursday, bitting production 
in key industries such as steel 
and coal. 

In the face of union opposi- 
tion, privatisation moves 
have so far been restricted to 
the cautious sale of a portion 
of the equity in select state- 
owned firms. 

Finance Minister Singh 
said during a visit Friday to 
the southern Indian city of 
Trivandrum that New Delhi 
would no longer pump funds 
into the public sector or make 
investments in new indus- 
tries. 


Geneva seen favoured as site for new trade body 


GENEVA (R) — After a 
bruising backstage -battle, 
Geneva appeared emerging 
ahead of Bonn as the likely 
site for the new World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) due to 
come into existence next 
year, GATT diplomats said 
Friday. 

Tbe diplomats were speak- 
ing after a meeting that post- 
poned to next Tuesday a for- 
mal decision on a recom- 
mendation to the WTO's 
steering preparatory commit- 
tee (Prepcom) that itself is 
due to make a final choice 
next Friday. 

“It is looking increasingly 
as though we will be staying 
here,” said one European en- 
voy to the Geneva-based 
GATT, the 47-year-old 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade which will 
be absorbed by the WTO. 


“We are almost there,” 
said a Latin American 
ambassador. “I think consen- 
sus is near and it seems fairly 
certain to me we will be 
staying in Geneva.” 

Andras Szepesi of Hun- 
gary, chairman of the Pre- 
pcom’s sub-committee on 
budget, finance and adminis- 
tration which has to make the 
recommendation, told Fri- 
day's meeting 80 per cent of 
GATT delegations consulted 
had made their preference 
dear. 

But, according to diplo- 
mats and trade officials, he 
did not reveal to the dosed- 
door meeting bow this broke 
down in favour of the two 
dties. 

“It is always a problem in 
GATT 10 get commies to 
make difficult decisions," 
said another ambassador. 
‘The fact that so many have 


already said that they want 
suggests die trend is for the 
easier choice — not moving.” 

Only France, already de- 
clared as a supporter of 
Geneva, expressed a prefer- 
ence at the session. Its GATT 
envoy Jean-Marie Metzger 
argued that nothing could 
compensate for die disrup- 
tion of moving tbe entire 
world trade watchdog struc- 
ture to Bonn. 

Germany, which wants to 
turn Bonn into an interna- 
tional city when its govern- 
ment moves to Berlin during 

the later 1990s, has offered 
attractive living and working 
conditions to tempt the 124 
GATT delegations away 
from Geneva. 

Switzerland, often criti- 
cised for its bureaucratic 
rules and for its people's re- 
fusal to approve full integra- 
tion into the international 


community, has countered by 
pledging better terms for 
WTO employees and diplo- 
mats, and their families. 

Behind the scenes, officials 
of die two have accused each 
other of unfair play and 
rough tactics in seeking to 
win support — although pub- 
licly their envoys have in- 
sisted it has been a dean 
contest between friendly 
countries. 

German diplomats de- 
clined comment after Fri- 
day's meetin g, w hile a smil- 
ing Swiss GATT ambassador 
William Rossicr also refused 
to predict the final outcome 
after tbe four-day delay for 
further consultations be- 
tween Mr. Szepesi and 
GATT delegations. 

“Sometimes one has to 
wait for the fruit to be ripe so 
that it is even nicer.” be told 
reporters with a grin. 


Location of the WTO, erg. 
ated under the final act of the 
seven-year Uruguay room 
trade negotiations which ws 
signed in Morocco in April, I, 
a prize that will bring con- 
siderable income — ami pit. 
stige — to its winner. 

The new body, with wider 
powers, is expected to em- 
ploy more people than hs 
predecessor and wiQ attract 
larger diplomatic trade de- 
legations than those accre- 
dited to the GATT. 

Trade officials said 
France’s Metzger argued Fri- 
day that moving away fr n 
Geneva could weaken c 
WTO’s working links w- > 
United Nations bodies — h \ 
the International Labour 
Organisation and the 
CTAD conference on ; it 
and development — site'. Ti- 
the Swiss city. 


Russian premier savages regions over reforms 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin Friday launched a 
fierce attack on the country's 
regional bosses, accusing 
them of dawdling over econo- 
mic reform. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, speak- 
ing at the end of a special 
Kremlin meeting of the gov- 
ernment to review progress in 
the first half of the year, said 
many leaders of the powerful 
regions had done little to 
convert arms plants to civi- 
lian production. 

The government has 
slashed military orders to 
save money and persuade the 
heads of the once powerful 
defence sector to convert to 
civilian production. 

But many plants have 
shown little enthusiasm for 
the complicated and expen- 
sive task, preferring instead 
to mothball their machines or 
continue churning out- 
weapons while demanding 
ever larger state subsidies. 

“I visited an arms factory 
in (the far eastern town of) 
Komsotnolsk on Amur and 


asked the director why he 
was still making weapons. He 
answered: ‘we might need 
them one day’,” said Mr. 
Chernomyrdin. 

“He's right,” shouted 
someone in the audience. 

“He's right .. but what will 
we do with the end-product? 
we need to build roads, 
schools,” shouted Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin, his face turning 
red. 

“The budget is not made of 
elastic,” he said. “How much 
must we suffer before we 
switch to different kinds of 
production?” 

Turning to the director of 
an arms plant in the central 
republic of Bashkortostan, 
Mr. Chernomyrdin said: 
“Why is your plant not mak- 
ing engines? it could be mak- 
ing good engines. You're not 
doing what you're supposed 
to do.” 

President Boris Yeltsin last 
week ordered enterprises 
maintaining high reserves in 
case of a war to cut those 
stocks “to relieve the eco- 
nomy of a non-productive 
burden.” 


Mr. Yeltsin cancelled his 
planned appearance at Fri- 
day’s session because he had 
a cold. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin speech 
will undoubtedly please 
Western economists, some of 
whom still suspect the portly 
premier favours old-style 
communist subsidies to keep 
the creaking economy afloat. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin was 
also irritated by the luke- 
warm reaction to his opening 
speech m which he said mar- 
ket reforms were on target 
and there would be no major 
changes in economic policy. 

“The speech was para- 
doxical. He says prices are 
going up. production is fall- 
ing. wages are keeping pace 
with prices and yet inflation is 
falling? this cannot be.” 
Nikolai Gonchar, head of the 
upper house’s budget com- 
mittee, told reporters. 

Inside the hall, Khabar- 
ovsk governor Viktor 
Mikhailov said his far eastern 
region was in crisis. 

“People don’t take factory 
closures seriously at this time 


China unveils first real estate law 


•BEUING (R) — China un- 
veiled its first real estate law 
Saturday, giving authorities 
the power to crack down on 
land speculators blamed for 
fuelling inflation. 

The crazed buying and sell- 
ing of properly in recent 
years has been part of a 
speculative boom that has 
helped push China’s eco- 
nomy to the brink of over- 
heating. 

Tbe law will try to restore 
some order to the sector and 
let authorities take control of 
the property market from the 
speculators, officials said. 

“Adopting an urban real 
estate management law is 
vety necessary... because of 
the state-owned land lease 
approval fever, zone de- 
velopment fever and a profu- 
sion of developers,” Con- 
struction Minister Hou Jie 
told a news conference Satur- 


day. 

The real estate law, prom- 
ulgated by President Jiang 
Zemin on July 5, will go into 
effect Jan. 1, 1995. Drafting 
and revision took six years. 

The law, consisting of 72 
articles, regulates the buying, 
selling, leasing and develop- 
ment of real estate. Builders 
will be able to acquire the 
right to develop a plot of land 
through auction, bidding or 
negotiations. 

Under the law, a builder 
will be fined 20 per cent of 
the value of a plot of state- 
owned land if it sits idle for a 
year. A builder’s right to 
develop a piece of land will 
be revoked if it remains idle 
for two years. 

During the recent real 
estate boom, too many spe- 
culators traded empty plots 
back and forth for ever- 
higher prices without ever 


using them to build tbe in- 
frastructure China badly 
needs. 

Officials said they were ea- 
ger to have foreign develop- 
ers invest in China. 

“We welcome foreign 
businessmen to invest in in- 
frastructure and real estate 
development as it will resolve 
our problem of lack of funds 
and know-how,’’ Vice Con- 
struction Minister Tan Qing- 
Kan told reporters. 

He denied the law was 
designed to restrict invest- 
ment by foreigners, including 
Hong Kong and Taiwan resi- 
dents. 

“Real estate taxes on fore- 
igners may have some effect 
on investment willingness but 
there are reasonable profits 
to be made. The situation in 
1992 and 1993 was abnor- 
mal,” Mr. Tan said. 


Andy Capp 
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“I may need glasses. I’m finding it 
harder to see past your faults!” 
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WHY HE BOUGHT 
HER PERFUME. 


Now arrange the a noted lasers to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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SHEEPISH 


of year because they can 
work on their summer 
bouses,” he said. 

“If we don’t do something 
urgently to reopen the factor- 
ies when die workers go back 
in September I am afraid we 
could have serious prob- 
lems,” he said. 

Textile plants in the central 
Russian city of Ivanovo, lack- 
ing cash for raw materials and 
wages, were at a virtual 
standstill Friday, ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin ack- 
nowledged there were still 
many problems to be solved 
but declared himself encour- 
aged by progress in the first 
half year. Queues and shor- 
tages had disappeared, the 
fail in industrial output had 
been halted and inflation had 
been cut. 

“We simply can’t do this 
any other way,” he said. 
“Reforms on the whole are 
going ahead as planned ... we 


cannot allow ourselves the 
luxury of making major 
changes in financial, monet- 
ary or credit policy.” 

He saud the government's _ 
main task was to create a • 
favourable investment cli- 
mate and to reorganise or 
liquidate enterprises with no 
future in their present form. 

Tbe most serious problems ' 
were posed by the inefficient 
agricultural sector, nonpay- 
ment between enterprises 
and the unsatisfactory work 
of the tax authorities, Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said. 

Acting Finance Minster 
Sergei Dubinin said recently 
monthly inflation could don-, 
ble to around 10 per cent in 
August from five per cent last 
month due to a rise in cash in 
circulation. 

But he said the rise would 
not prevent Russia meeting a 
promise of end-1994 monthly 
inflation of seven to nine per 
cent. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 17, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
really great day and evening to 
relax, let down, and enjoy the 
good life. Only positive things 
are coming your way today and 
you might want to plan a little 
get-away with that special com- 
panion. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Follow only accepted rules of 
handling any problems you may 
have, whether private or other- 
wise, and avoid trouble. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

A good day to be with influential 
persons who can help you in your 
line of endeavour. Take no 
chances with your health or fi- 
nances. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
new project you have in mind 
needs more research before you 
put it in operation. Allow time to 
engage in your favourite hobby 
today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You may be thinking 
you are not progressing as you 
should, but keep plugging and 
you will gain your goal. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

Listen to advice of a family tie 
who has you best interest at 
heart. Make long-range plans for 
the days ahead about completing 
a project. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) This is a good day to visit 


friends and relatives for mutual 
enjoyment. Be more precise in 
handling your personal affairs. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Forget a worrisome affair 
and delve into something more 
practical and profitable. Make 
plans to improve your social life 
with friends. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) A good day to 
study facts and figures so you can 
advance in career affairs. Strive 
for increased harmony at home 
with loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21 ) Contact friends 
in the afternoon and discuss an 
important plan you have m mind. 
Allow time for recreational acti- 
vities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is a perfect day 
for getting out to new activities 
and perking up your enthusiasm. 
Relax at home tonight and 
recharge you energy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Listening to the 
suggestions of an expert can be 
most helpful to you now. Make 
this a most worthwhile day for 
you personally. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Follow your hunches early in 
the day because they are likely to 
be off target later. Take no risks 
with your reputation at this time. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by James Bank* 


ACROSS 
1 Proofreader's 
word 

5 Rearward 
B Flavoring plant 

13 Solemn prorrtsa 

14 Naatasaot 
tennis 

ifi Waal 
17 Bubbty 
beverages 

20 British gut 

21 Bibfiea] gift 
bearers 

22 Bewfldared 

23 Grigs 
25 Plug 

27 CMi dance 
J1 Rode me waves 

35 Nautical word 

36 Unfeeang 

38 Concise 

39 Meta) (toss 
so Spanish Mrs. 

41 Good-tyaf 

*2 Appty a trace of 
color to 

4£ Kind ot paper 
<« Spade/ agents 
47 Registers 
49 PidcfeatinaiDri 

51 Meaningful 
progress 

53 Uvmg pigea 

54 Partly open 
57 — de-camp 
53 River at Francs 
62 "Boo." en. 

66 Liturgical 
vestment 

67 Arab VIP 

68 In good health 

69 Rattettxt devtee 

70 Andered animal 

71 Alowsnea for 
waste 

□OWN 

1 Sene help' 

2 Bugle caB 

3 Cooper — 

4 Contest of 

Spew 

5 Trouble 

6 Most 
■rsutsuntia] 

7 Turner or Louse 





9 Drs.’ gp. 

9 Something 

unpleasant, in 
understatement 

10 Fateful dam 
n Parched 

12 utnehestw 
15F*Oowa 

18 Deep or high 
start 

19 Sandy 

2 * Abbr. tat bus. 

36 Extinguished 

27 Beat sound? 

28 Worn out 

29 Indued 

30 Was Inwrestw 

32 Chassis 

33 Fragrant 
Compound 

34 Rusk and 

Adieson 

37 Foolhardy 
43 Before 
451051 

48 Something 
senpie 


Yesterday*! Praia Sahwfc 
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50 Conflict in 58 Cupola 

•rtaratunt BOCicahl* 

52 Whflewflff 61 Name ti 

54 Apple eater, way whodunit* 

„ back 63 Each 

55 Iwo — (MNetd* 

58 Sals condition asUntBnow 
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U-S. Dollar in International Markets 



Report: Credit Lyonnais went on wild spending spree 
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Currency 


US. Dollar 


Slerfing Pound 


PARIS (AFP) — The Credit 
Lyonnais bank, which lost 
SI. 3 billion last year, made 
bad and profligate invest- 
ments, and the state was part- 
ly responsible, a parliamen- 
tary enquiry has round. 

The investigators also im- 
plied that they had found 
signs of a deeper malaise of 
morals and dirty money in 
the French economy which 
required the attention of the 
government. 

frJ The p resident of the state- 
at the time, 
IH^^ro^flaberer, was 
chiefly to blame but the state 
shared responsibility for the 
debacle. 

This was because former 
economy minister Pierre Be- 
regovoy* Lnd the director of 
the treasury. Jean-Claude 
Trichet, had supported the 
risky strategy, Francois 
d'Aubert. who presented the 
report, said. 

Mr. Trichet, who was 


among several top officials 
questioned, is now governor 
of the Bank of France. Bere- 
govoy became prime minister 
but committed suicide shortly 
after the socialists lost power 
in March 1993. 

The report found that Mr. 
Haberer had developed a 
mistaken investment 
strategy. 

This had led to “really ex- 
cessive investment which was 
not always in line with a 
precise appreciation of the 
risks involved," 

The report noted that no- 
thing had been found to cast 
doubt on the honesty, honour 
and ethical standards shown 
by Mr. Haberer. 

The president of the 
national assembly Philippe 
Seguin, who presided over 
the commission of enquiry, 
said that the effects of the 
mistaken strategy had been 
magnified by the “wholly in- 
adequate nature" of internal 
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controls. 

The report also drew atten- 
tion to what it termed mal- 
functions and crazy specula- 
tion on the property and 
financial markets which had 
developed without any res- 
traint, Mr. Seguin said. 

The crisis at the bank had 
revealed “problems which go 
far beyond the bank and 
‘which require the attention of 
the state: A decline of moral 
standards, money of doubtful 
origin and excessive dereg- 
ulation." 

Treasury officials on the 
board had not sounded the 
alarm and had shown a 
tendency to be too deferen- 
tial towards Mr. Haberer. a 
former director of the 
treasury. 

Overall the events demons- 
trated the contradictions of 
state involvement as a major 

shareholder in business. 

Observers noted that the 
background of problems 
within the bank dated to the 
period in office of a socialist 
administration. The new cen- 


tre-right government has 
listed the bank for privatisa- 
tion. 

Mr. Haberer. whose man- 
agement is remembered 
through an advertisement 
stressing that Credit Lyon- 
nais knew how to say “Yes”, 
was replaced in November 
and was subsequently sacked 
by the conservative govern- 
ment from another top bank- 
ing post. 

He had launched the bank 
on a massive expansion prog- 
ramme mirroring the Ger- 
man model of investment in 
industry. The bank had 
stakes in 1,100 companies in 
1992. but his successor Jean 
Peyrelevade has begun to cut 
back severely. 

Doubtful property assets 
have been put into a separate 
company for which the state 
has provided guarantees of 
1S.4 billion francs ($3.5 bil- 
lion). 

The state holds 55 per cent 
of the bank and shareholders 
have injected capital of 4.9 
billion francs to rescue the 


bank from its losses. The loss 
in 1993 was 6.9 billion francs. ' 

Mr. Peyrelevade has begun 
to sell industrial assets as part 
of a plan to raise 35 billion 
francs (S6.6 billion). 

Last week, the bank 
announced that it was sel- 
ling its holding of 64.6 per 
cent in the FNAC electronic 
goods company to the Pineau 
retail group for 1.86 billion 
francs ($360 million). 

The bank also became in- 
volved in a messy and liti- 
gious takeover of the U.S. 
MGM-U.A. film studies 
which soaked up more than 
S2 billion.' 

The bank is currently in- 
volved in complicated moves 
to protect 1.2 billion francs 
($230 million) owed by 
French tycoon and socialist 
politician Bernard Tapie. 

But it is itself the target of 
legal action in Switzerland in 
connection with the bank- 
ruptcy of the Sasea company 
with debts of about five bil- 
lion Swiss francs (S3 billion). 



U.S. consumer borrowing soars 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. Federal Reserve 
(Fed) has said borrowing rose 
for the 14th straight month 
with consumer credit climb- 
ing S10.4 billion in May, a 
trend troubling some experts. 

“There are worrisome 
numbers. Consumers really 
are piling on debt at a rapid 
rate,” Sandra Shaber of DRI- 
McGraw-Hill, a Lexington, 
Massachusetts, forecasting 
company said. __ 

May's increase — based on 
a revised system to provide 
more accurate information — 
was 15.1 per cent at an. 
annual rate over April and 
included a 16 per cent jump 
in credit card borrowing. 

May credit card borrowing 
climbed S4.1 billion to a sea- 
sonably adjusted annual rate 
of $308.4 billion. Card debt 
rose $5.2 billion in April. 

Consumer spending 
accounts for nearly two- 
thirds of the U.S. economic 
activity. Consumer credit in- 
cludes all household debt ex- 
cept home equity loans and 


mortgages. 

The revised figures show 
slightly less strength in 1992 
and more rapid borrowing in 
1993 and early 1994. Total 
outstanding installment cre- 
dit has been raised by about 
$8 billion as of March due to 
the revisions. 

A month ago the Fed said 
consumer credit rose $8.9 bil- 
lion in April, using calcula- 
tions based on the old sys- 
tem. The new calculations 


increased the size and the 
length of consecutive adv- 
ances. 

The revised figures showed 
overall debt rose at a 14.9 per 
cent rate in April and 17 per 
cent in March, exceeding 
analysts' predictions which 
ware based on the previous 
system. 

The Fed reported out- 
standing debt reached $837.7 
billion at a seasonably rate in 
May, up from $827.3 billion. 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Ontiide Terrace 


Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For foore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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Mecca Street. Yarrnouk 
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The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Munnjr bavaBUria' 
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p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tetmm 


S M A RTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

Moan to Midnight 
8mnDty*iWg«k 


TELEPHONE • 3' 5967 


■V: - i hk iksi In 
v I yoi a>- CrisiNEi' • 

a . 

Bi Mmu 


1)1-1 vFAlvI'.i DlWKK 

For rcicrva.'icns call 641351 


BHMESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 



Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our stop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30 % £sryer 

* Free eafaraa- 


Takm away is ainffoWa 

ShatAMmb Straot 
Urn Uthmnah Comrnrdal Centra 

ToiJ 861174 
fAccfotcd A lwtgsmcd 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Professional Technicians 


m 
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** r Restaurant 
You Know 

Our PizzasA Sandwiches 

NowTnf The 

Italian Pasta 

TXdaxep Way 


Shmefeam - Opp. GrindLm 
Bulk. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh ted: 823891 



Bahrain 
and Oman 
to link stock 
markets 
soon 

— official 

ABU DHABI (R) — Oman 
is to list Bahraini companies 
on its stock market soon, the 
director of the Muscat ex- 
change has said. 

Mahmoud Jarwani also 
said he expects 3 surge in 
activity on its primary market 
will yield more opportunities 
for foreigners. 

Oman's council of minis- 
ters is expected to decide 
within weeks to list shares of 
two Bahraini companies on 
its domestic exchange, he 
told Reuters. 

“We started getting ap- 
plications for cross-listing of 
companies based in Bahrain. 
The (stock exchange) board 
of directors recommended to 
accept the listing," he said in 
a telephone interview from 
Muscat. “I expect final 
approval in the next few 
weeks." 

Bahrain and Oman signed 
an agreement in 1992 to 
cross-list shares before the 
end of this year in the first 
such deal between Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states. 

Citizens of the GCC, which 
also includes Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar 
and Kuwait, and other fore- 
igners are permitted to trade 
to a limited extent in Bahrain 
and Oman. Other exchanges 
in the region allow trading 
only by their own nationals. 

Mr. Jarwani said he ex- 
pected activity on the prim- 
ary marker in Oman to dou- 
ble this year with new com- 
panies trying to raise foreign 
and local capital for projects 
in utilities and sewage. 

He said his approval of an 
application for an Omani 
company, Reem Batteries, to 
raise capital for expansion 
was also a taste of things to 
come. 

“We have a very strong 
primary market this year. I 
expect 10 new companies in 
total this year, and four have 
applied to raise capital for 
expansion plans," he said. 

"I expect we will need 200 
to 250 million riyals ($530- 
$660 million) in new capital. 
Last year it was around 50 
million riyals ($130 million),” 
he added. 

The four firms seeking 
capital for expansion will re- 
quire about 30 million riyals 
($80 million); he said. 

Mr. Jarwani said the timing 
was right because bank in- 
terest rates and real estate 
investment returns are low. 

“It can be raised domesti- 
cally. There is 1.2 billion 
riyals ($322 bilion) available 
for investment in banks,” he 
said. 

Oman's market lists about 
93 companies capitalised at 
623.2 million ($1.6 billion). 
Annual turnover is about $60 
million. 

Mr. Jarwani said he ex- 
pected Oman to start listing 
Sunday a joint investment 
fund with the UAE. He said 
new corporate bond issues 
were expected to be listed 
before tne end of the year. 


New Alitalia 
plan cuts 
pain of job 
losses 

ROME (AFP) — Manage- 
ment and unions of the Alita- 
lia airline have agreed on a 
restructuring plan which re- 
duces the number of jobs to 
be shed from 4,500 to 1,570, 
union sources have said. 

The company announced 
that an agreement had been 
reached and union sources 
said that under the plan flight 
crew were to reduce costs by 
100 billion lire ($62.5 million) 
instead of by 170 billion lire 
as had been sought by the 
management. 

The reduction would be 
achieved through productiv- 
ity and through a reduction of 
pay, the union sources said. 

The number of ground 
staff wuld be reduced by 
1,570 people. Management 
had planned to shed 4,500 
jobs. 

The jobs would be lost 
without redundancy, the un- 
ion sources said. Alitalia em- 
ploys about 21,000 people. 

Last year the airline lost 
345.6 billion lire ($220 mil- 
lion). In 1992 it had lost 17.6 
billion lire. Company Presi- 
dent Renato Riverso said on 
June 20 that he expected the 
losses to be worse in 1994. 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP.) — 
Peie believes Romano, Jor- 
ginho, Dunga and Marcio 
Santos can lead Brazil to 
their fourth World Cup on 
Sunday. 

^Tney are key players and, 
hopefully, can lead Brazil to 
ike 'World Cup," the 1970s 
idol' said here Friday. 

^‘Romario is a specialist 
pftiy*. Whenever he gets the 
ball' he's a very dangerous 
plSyer. He can make space 
ft# the other forwards or 
score himself," said the man 
who inspired Brazil to their 
third World Cup in 1970. 

’Although he agreed Bebe- 

to was important, Pele 

thought right-back Jorginho 
and central defender Mardo 
Santos could play a more 
important role in Sunday's 
final: 


Romario to do specialist job on Italy 


“Marcio Santos was the 
third-choice when this 
tournament started but now 
he! is the best central defen- 
der in the world," he said. 

‘‘.Dunga is the heart of Bra- 
zil. He is the man every 
national team should have 
and Jorginho makes the team 
think. He starts a lot of good 
moves down the right flank." 

Brazil can be thankful their 
injoiries came in their 
strongest department on the 
field — central defence. 

:Brazil had about eight cen- 
tral defenders before the 
event, and all would not have 
iooked out of place in a world 
championship winning team. 

-To lose both centre backs, 
Ricardo Rocha and Ricardo 
Gomes, would almost cer- 
tainly have been a major 


hamstring following their 
friendly match against El Sal- 
vador in Fresno, California 
on June 12. 

Ricardo Rocha hurt his 
groin during the first match 
against Russia June 20 and 
was substituted by Aldair 22 
minutes before the end. Since 
them Mardo Santos, who 
plays for French dub Bor- 
deaux, and AS Roma's 
Aldair have performed su- 
perbly. 

Thankfully, coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira had no 
other serious injuries. An in- 
jury in his workmanlike mid- 
field — at least workmanlike 
by Brazilian standards — 
could have been disastrous as 
they do not have the strength 
in depth to cover. 

Brazil started well with five 
goals against Russia and 
Cameroon although a 1-1 
draw with Sweden and Rus- 
sia's subsequent six-goal 
thrashing of Cameroon put 
Brazil's performances into 
perspective. 


They had Leonardo, their 
enterprising left-back, sent 
off and banned for the rest of 
the tournament for smashing 
his elbow into Tab Ramos' 
face in the 1-0 second-round 
win over the United States. . 

And the two goals they 
conceded the Netherlands in 
the quarterfinals again raised 
doubts. 

But Branco, whose 30- 
metre free-kick clinched that 
3-2 win over the Dutch, has 
proved a more than satisfac- 
tory replacement for Leonar- 
do. 


blow to any other team. 
,£.ut 


replacements Aldair 
and- Marcio Santos have en- 
sured none of Brazil's three 
goals conceded in six matches 1 
have come through central 
defence. 

-Paris Saint Germain's 
Ricardo Gomes was ruled out 
ofche World Cup with a torn 


And the Romario-Bebeto 
partnership has looked better 
and better. 

Zinho probes intelligently 
behind the front-runners but 
with Rai a pale shadow of the 
man who led Sao Paolo to the 
1992 Intercontinental Cup, 
the attacking thrust provided 
by Dunga and Mazinho is 
steady but predictable. 


Team spirit may have been 
helped as eight of the 11 
probable starters against Italy 
play for European dubs. 

Getting away from the 
pressure of being a footballer 
in Brazil may prove to have 
been crucial preparation, 
according to team press 
liaison omceT John Potis. 

"Team spirit is good be- 
cause they did not have to 
suffer the weight of expecta- 
tion heaped on them by the 
Brazilian press before the 
event," said Polis. 

Europeanisation of the 
team has been a major critic- 
ism of Parreira. But he dis- 
agrees they have adopted a 
style in character with the old 
continent. 

He said in Europe they 
play long balls, whereas Bra- 
zil play short passes. He 
added Europeans tend to 
mark man-for-man whereas 
Brazil use a zonal system. 

"The only European trait 
we use is defensive discipline 
when we do not have the ball. 
South American sides in 

f sneral are weaker than in 
urope when they don't have 
possession" Parreira said. 

The only selection doubt 
for Sunday's final is whether 
Mazinho keeps his place 
ahead, of skipper Rai, who 
was kept out of the starting 
lineup by Mazinho from the 
start of die knockout stages. 

Mazinho, more of a work- 
horse than the creative Rai, 
was taken off after the first 
half of their semifinal against 
Sweden. Rai replaced him 
and will hope he did enough 
for a recall. 

"It's the coach who picks 
the side but I nope I play 
some of the match. We are 
determined to get revenge for 
losing in the 1982 finals," be 
said. 

Rai’s elder brother So- 
crates was in the side that lost 
3-2 to Italy in Spain when 
they only needed a draw to 
reach the semifinals. 



Romario 
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Wcockholm wins reception, Goteborg fnmes 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
(A?) — Sweden's battle for 
the World Cup trophy may 
b£ over, but plans for the 
team’s return home have be- 
efed up a rivalry between 
cities claiming to be the coun- 
tries soccer capital. 

The Swedish national 
ream, which reached the 
semittnals :n its best showing 
in years, is scheduled to re- 
turn Monday to a reception 
in Stockholm. But more than 
10.000 soccer fans have 
signed a petition calling for 
the celebration to be moved 
to the western coastal dty of 


Goteborg, about 480 
kilometres from Stockholm. 

Eight of the 22 players on 
the national squad live in 
Goteborg. Many play for the 


city's, most famous soccer 
dub 


dub IFK Goteborg, while 
five others have previously 


played for Goteborg teams. 

i truly be cal- 


“ Goteborg can i 
led Sweden's soccer capital,' 
said a letter Thursday signed 
by Goteborg ’s top dty and 
soccer offidals. 

The Goteborgs-Posten 
newspaper Friday was more 
blunt: "Why are they return- 
ing to Stockholm? The argu- 
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H The signature of tomorrows jewelry 
!| ‘ Gold - Gems 

is U designs . 


rjAmra Hotel Shops. 
:• Amman 


6th Circle 


Since 1988 


Rio de Janeiro 
Since 1975 


meats are as thin as prison 
soup." 

As Sweden's second largest 
dty, Goteborg lives in the 
shadow of the capital, often 
.complaining, that Stockholm 
steals the Hmeligbt and 
ignores all events — from 
spojts to politics — else- 
where. 

Among players ■ associated 
with Goteborg is veteran goal 
keeper Thomas RaveUi, who 
has made a record 116 
appearances for the national 
side. 

Local potitidans and Gun- 
nar Larsson, chairman of IFK 
Goteborg, supported the 
appeal. “Where would' it be 
more appropriate?" Larsson 
told. the Goteborgs-Posten.' 

The complaints are falling 1 
on deaf ears. The national 
soccer federation said Thurs- 
day it will not change its 
plans, and national media 
commented Friday that 
thousands of fans wfll be dis- 
appointed. 


“The national team has 
made sporting history. This is 
a feat of national interest and 
therefore it is appropriate 
that the celebrations are con- 
ducted in the Swedish capit- 
al," Michael Salzer of the 
federation said. 


Resigning its loss of the 
World Cup reception, Gote- 
borg is setting its sights on 
IFK Goteborg’s matches this 
fall in the European cham- 
pionship league. 

Sweden which was to play 
Bulgaria in the third-place 
game Saturday, whatever 
the result, it will be Sweden's 
best World Cup placing since 
finishing runner-up 1958 after 
Brazil. 


The national team arrives 
Monday afternoon to Stock- 
holm's Arlanda international 
airport. The team will then 
drive in convertibles through 
downtown Stockholm to a 
park where thousands of tens 
are expected to cheer them. 


LUXURIOUSLY 
BURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


hirst floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building in the 
bast residential area, between the 4th & 5th Circles 
(near Guest’s Palace), Zahran Street — Jabal 
Amman, overlooking large beautiful private gar- 
dens. Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 
double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped 
kitchen, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies. 

Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 

Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and video. 
Car park available. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

Interested, call tel. 671509 



FOR SALE 


NEW MERCEDES "S" CLASS 1993, 4 DOORS 
STRETCHED 45 CM MERCEDES LIMOUSINE 500 SEL, 
ZERO MILEAGE, INCLUDING TV, 

VIDEO, STEREO, REFRIGERATOR, SEPARATE REAR 
AIR-CONDITION AND OFFICE COMPARTMENT, 
SUITABLE FOR AMBASSADORS AND BUSINESSMEN. 
CUSTOMS UNPAID 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL:7I5S1S 




MITSUBISHI 
^ —ELECTRIC 



!- THE LEADERS OF JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY 

2- POWERFUL IN BOTH COOLING & HEATING 

3- GIVING COLDNESS TO THE WHOLE PLACE EQUALLY 

4- OBVIOUS POWER SAVING 

5- REMOTE CONTROL 

6- INSTALLING IS UNDER OUR SUPERVISING BY 0« 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM 



GENERAL AGENT 


AL NAJJAR ELECTRIC CO. 


JABAL ALHUSAIN TEL 666523 FAX 693459 



Hungarian 
to referee 
final 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Sandor Puhl of Hungary, 
who missed Mqpro Tasso tti 
breaking Luis Enrique's nose 
with his elbow, will referee 
the World Cup final between 
Brazil and Italy. 

Puhl, 39 on Thursday, 
booked two Spaniards in the 
Spain-Itaiy quarterfinal but 
missed the incident in which 
blood streamed down Enri- 
que's face after his nose was 
broken. 

Tassotti was later sus- 
pended for eight matches by 
FTFA after they had ex- 
amined video evidence to 
sanction an off- the- ball inci- 
dent for the first time. 

"We could not hold against 
Mr. Puhl an incident that 
happened behind his back," 
FIFA Assistant Secretary 
Michel Zen-Rufinen said Fri- 
day. 

Puhl also refereed the 
Brazil-Sweden first-round 
game when he showed Brazi- 
lian defender Aldair a yellow 
card, and Norway-Mexico 
when he booked a Mexican. 

Puhl is the first European 
to referee the World Cup 
final since 1978. A Brazilian 
handled the 1982 and 1986 
matches and a Mexican was 
charge in 1990 when a 
layer was sent off for the 
rst time. 
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Donadoni injury gives 
Sacchi another headache 


PASADENA 0*) — World 


Cup finalists Italy, sweating 
over the fitness of star striker 
Roberto Baggio, were dealt 
another blow when they 
learned experienced midfiel- 
der Roberto Donadoni had 
an injury problem. 

“Roberto (Donadoni) felt 
a pain in his left hamstring a 
few hours after the match (on 
Wednesday) and it got worse % 
daring the flight yesterday," ' 
said team doctor Andrea Fer- 
retti Friday. 

“It should be the kind of 
injury that dears op within 24 
hours but we are obviously 
keeping a very close eye on 

him -” 

Ferretti said there was little 
change in the condition of 
Baggio, who also has a ham- 
string problem. and is rated 
only 50-50 to play in Sunday’s 
final. Both Donadoni and 
Baggio were ordered to sit 
out training Friday. 

Baggio has steered triple 
champions Italy to the finals 
with five goals in the past 
three games and is deter- 
mined to play. 

“I just haven’t allowed my- 
self to think about musing 
the game," an Italian team 
spokesman quoted Baggio, 
who did not .appear at a 
breakfast time press confer- 
ence, as saying. 

“I don't feel any pain when 
I walk but there is a sharp 
sensation when I make quick 
movements.” 

Coach Arrigo Sacchi re- 
fused to discuss who could 
replace Baggio. 

Paima attacker Gianfranco 
Zola is available again after 
suspension while Giuseppe 
Signori, leading scorer in Ita- 
lian soccer for the past two 
seasons, could be promoted 
after starting the last two 
games on the bench. 

Sacchi also has problems in 
defence where both Mauro 
Tassotti and Alessandro Cos- 
tacurta are suspended. 

Roberto Mussi has taken 
over the right back spot from 
Tassotti in this World Cop 
but the loss of Costacurta. 
one of the Italian stars of die 
tournament, is a serious one. 

Sacchi has virtually ruled 
out recalling veteran captain 
Franco Baresi who has just 
resumed training after 
keyhole surgery to repair 



Roberto Baggio 


damaged knee cartilage. 

“As things stand today I 
would say that Baresi’s 
chances are very remote,” 
Sacchi said. Parma’s Luigi 
Apolkmi, who has won just 
three caps, is the likely depu- 
ty for 


Italy have triumphed over 
adversity throughout the 
tournament, scoring vital 
wins over Norway and Niger- 
ia when down to 10 men and 
Sacchi hopes this spirit can 
compensate for any absen- 


“I am very happy to coach 
ixcellent 


a group -of excellent profes- 
sionals who have shown such 
character," he said. 

'‘Baggio is a very great 
player and if be were unavail- 
able then we would lose 
something. It would be up to 
the rest of the team to pro- 
duce a little bit extra to make - 
good the loss." . 

“With this squad anything 
is possible and we have our 
sights fixed on the Cap. 


Sacchi was associated with 
thrilling attacking soccer 
when he coached Milan to 
the European Cup in 1989 
and 1990 but his Italian team 
have failed to scale such 
heights with their play. 

* * thought we played very 
good soccer in the first half of 
the semifinal with Bulgaria,” 
Sacchi said when questioned 
on his team’s performaces. ' 
“It would have been very 
difficult for my Milan team to 
play as it did in these condi- 
tions, in this heat .. it’s very 
hard to put pressure on oppo- 
nents and have good move- 
ment off the ball here." 

Sacchi did not agree that 
most neutrals in Pasadena’s 
Rose Bowl stadium Sunday 
would be rooting for Brazil, a 
team which has not matched 
the skills of its illustrious 
predecessors but has been 
better to watch than Italy. 

“I think that the fans will 
support the team which pro- 
duces the best soccer on the 
day;” be said. 


Row flares over Russian flop 


MOSCOW (R) — The row 
over Russia’s poor perform- 
ance in the World Cup flared 
again Saturday when assis- 
tant team coach Yuri Semin 
accused many players of let- 
ting the side down. 

Semin — speaking to Sport 
Express newspaper — was 
particularly critical of Benfica 
forward Sergei Yuran, who 
be said had given up after 
being dropped following a 
poor performance in the first 
game. * 

The fiery Yuran was kick- 
ed out of the squad after the 
first round games following a 
reportedly neated row with 
coach Pavel Sadyrin. 

Russia, deprived before 
the tournament began of 
several stars by a player 
mutiny against Sadyrin, lost 
2-0 to Brazil and 3-1 to 
Sweden before regaining 
some pride in a 6-1 victory 
over Cameroon. 

Semin said the players had 
split into different camps 


from the start, wrecking any 
attempts to instil a team spir- 
it 

“Our team could not unite. 
Personal ambitions pre- 
vailed. The players objected 
to each other, toe trainers, to 
the whole world. And as a 
result they looked as though 
they objected to soccer," said 
Semin. 

The Russian substitutes 
were so envious of those on 
the pitch against Sweden that 
only one of toe 11 players on 
the bench cheered when Rus- 
sia took an early. 1-0 lead, 
Semin said. 

The same thing happened 
when Oleg Salenko scored a 
World Cup record five goals 
against Cameroon. 

Semin acknowledged it had 
been a mistake to rely so 
much on Yuran — who only 
scored a handful of goals for 
Benfica last season — in toe 
first game against Brazil. 


“You could say he gave 
up," said Semin. 


First Floor of a ViDa for Rent 

First floor, 250m 2 , consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
American system salon 4X1 2m with a balcony (12X2}, 
sitting room (5X5), all are opened to a glassed-in balcony, 
intercom. A garden, telephone and all services are 
independent. Located behind Regency Hotel. 

Please call tel. 667437 
We can rent the two floors for a family or a firm. 


“If a person cannot create 
a single worthwhile chance 
over 90 minutes he is not 
worth a penny. Even if toe 
opponents are Brazil," Semin 
said. 

Yuran, still in the process 
of arranging a transfer to 
English premier division side 
Arsenal, virtually stopped 
training after he realised he 
would be dropped. 


The Russian team also 
fined defender Sergei Goriu- 
kovich and striker Dmitry 
Radchenko $5,000 each for 
brealring team rules, but gave 
no further details. 

Semin said be had no idea 
whether Sadyrin would res- 
ign- The manager announced 
before toe World Cup he 
would step down if the team 
performed poorly. 

The daily Izvestia news- 
paper, tongue firmly in 
cheek, said toe team was 
lucky dictator Josef Stalin 
was not still in power. 

Izvestia predicted Sadyrin 
would have disappeared im- 
mediately — Russian shor- 
thand for a summary execu- 
tion — while Yuran, Rad- 
chenko and Gorlukovich 
would be. banned for life. 

Champions Spartak Mos- 
cow, who provided most of 
toe national team players, 
would be kicked out of the 
premier division. 

“Russian Soccer Federa- 
tion chairman Vyacheslav 
Eoloskov would be sacked, 
kicked out of the Communist 
Party, struck from the list of 
those allowed to eat in Krem- 
lin cafeteria and forbidden to 
live in Moscow," the paper 
said. 


ACCOUNTANT REQUIRED 


An insurance company is seeking to recruit 
a qualified accountant with the following 
qualifications: 

- B.A. in accounting 

- Excellent command of English language 

- Office administration and business com- 
munication are a must 

- Computer skills . 

- Age no more than 25 years 

☆No experience required 
Interested candidates should send 
C.V.s to: . 


their 


The Ass’t General Manager 
(Accounting) 

P.O. Box 300 
Amman 81111 Jordan 
No later than July 27th 1994 



VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 
FURNITURE. 

1 PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 

1 CONSULTANTS TEL : 829882 f 8.29883 



SAAB 9000, 1992, 17.5 KMS, ONE | 
OWNER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
FIVE DOORS,' AUTOMATIC, A/C, 
ABS, ALL - POWER, PRICE JD28.000 1 
PLEASE CALL 663782 AFTER SPM 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Single floor flat, consists of two bedrooms. Sitting, 
living & dining rooms, with a porch, small garden. 
Separate heating & tel. 

Located near Region Hotel. 

Please call 671860 
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Japan prepares for 2002 World 
Cup by building 15 stadiums 


PASADENA (R) — Japan, 
bidding to host the World 
Cup in the year 2002, would 
build IS all-sealer stadiums if 
it won the right to stage the 
event, the chairman of the 
bidding committee said Fri- 
day. 

“We strongly wish to host 
the first World Cup ever to 
be held in Asia at the turn of 
the century and we will make 
an all-out effort to provide 
the stage for the competi- 
tion,” Takasbi Ishihara, told 
a news conference. 

‘To upgrade' facilities 15 
new, world-class football sta- 
diums with capacities of be- 
tween 50,000-70,000 are due 
to be completed by the year 
2000 in 15 cities in Japan,” he 

said. 

At this early stage in the 
bidding, Japan's only serious 
rival appeals to be South 
Korea. The two countries are 
the only Asian nations to 
have staged the summer 
Olympic Games — Tokyo 
held them in 1964 and Seoul 
hi 1988. 


FIFA wall decide the host 
nation for the 2002 World 
Cup in two years’ time. 

The Japanese bid is being 
supported by Bobby Charl- 
ton, a member of the Eng- 
land team that won the 
World Cup in 1966. 

He said because France 
was staging the World Cup in 
1998 and because the next 
finals could not be staged 
back in Europe he was con- 
vinced the 2002 finals should 
be held in Japan. 

T am dedicated to the idea 
that the finals should not be 
monopolised by Europe and 
South America,” he said. “It 
is a world game as teams 
from Africa and Asia have 
proved. 

“As far as Japan is con- 
cerned, I have never seen the 
game grow so quickly any- 
where in the world. Young 
people in Japan have taken to 
the game in such a way — it's 
frightening." 

Japan is basing its bid on 
the success of the two-year-^ 
old professional J-League, 


which has been playing to full 
stadiums around the country. 
It also points to ihe 1964 
Olympics and the 1991 World 
Athletics Championships as 
proof it can handle major 
events. 

Japan has staged minor 
FIFA tournaments in the past 

The lack of a football cul- 
ture in a land where baseball, 
golf and sumo wrestling have 
traditionally dominated is not 
seen as a set-back. 

Charlton said: “The gov- 
ernment is backing football 
100 per cent in Japan as a 
very dean, cheap and safe 
game to play. The United 
States has no football culture 
as such either, but people see 
it as their duty to support 
major events such as the 
World Cup and this World 
Cup has been a resounding 
success. 

“Japanese people would 
feel honour-bound to support 
the World Cup in the same 
way and l am sure the sta- 
diums would be 100 per cent 
full for all the matches.” 


Rominger becomes latest 
Tour de France victim 


ALBI, France (AP) — 
Miguel Indurain received a 
special 30th birthday present 
Saturday as the Tour de 
France rider billed as his 
toughest challenger. Tony 
Rominger, quit the race. 

Barely able to keep up with 
the pack, the Swiss cyclist 
finally succumbed to a “se- 
vere diarrhoea” that had left 
him weak and dehydrated, 
team doctor Benjamin Fer- 
nandez said. 

Rominger got off his bike 
about 40 kilometres from the 
end of the 13th stage, from 
Bagneres de Bigorre to Albi. 

Bjarne Riss of Denmark, 
fifth in the tour last year, won 
the stage on a late break- 
away. The route covered a 
fairly flat 223 kilometres after 
two tough stages in the 
Pyrenees. 

Indurain celebrated bis 
30th birthday in the leader’s 
yellow jersey he has become 
accustomed to wearing in 
three tour victories. He kept 
it again Saturday,, maintain- 
ing his overall lead though he 
came in nine seconds behind 
Riis in the pack. 


Virtually all the standings 
remained unchanged, with 
everyone except Indurain 
moving up one place due to 
Rominger dropping out. 

Rominger had thought he 
was suffering from an intes- 
tinal virus since earlier in the 
week and hoped ihe stage 
would not be too fast, to 
allow him some time for re- 
covery. 

He never could get in the 
race. His Mapei teammates 
tried to lead him back when 
he was flagging, but Romin- 
ger finally spoke with his 
team director and got off his 
bike. 

Rominger became the 
latest victim of the powerful 
Spaniard, who has roiled ever 
further ahead in time trials 
and mountain climbs as his 
challengers falter or drop 
out, one by one. 

Three-time champion Greg 
Lemond of the United States 
went by the sixth stage. Bri- 
tain's Chris Boardman, pro- 
logue winner and early lead- 
er, quit before the moun- 
tains. 


Dutch doubles team wins, 
cuts U.S. lead to 2-1 


ROTTERDAM, Nether- 
lands (AP) — Dutchman Jac- 
co Eltingh and Paul Haarhuis 
fought back to defeat Richey 
Reneberg and Jared Palmer 
Saturday and give the 
Netherlands its first point in 
their Davis Cup quarterfinal 
against Hie United States. 

The marathon 2-6, 7-6 (S- 
6), 6-3, 6-7 (2-7), 6-2 battle 
lasted almost 3 Vi hours. De- 
spite the loss, the United 
States still holds a 2-1 lead in 
this best-of-5 tie with the two 
reverse singles matches to be 
played Sunday. 

The Dutch pair initially 
looked lackluster and de- 
moralised in a lightning-quick 
24-minute first set. But 
games went with serve until 
die sixth game when luck 
gave the Americans their first 
break. 

Eltingh saved one break 
point, but on the second a 
miss-hit backhand return 
from Reneberg ballooned 
over Haarhuis at the net to 
put the Americans up 4-2. 



Richey Reneberg 


With Haarhuis serving to 
save the set at 5-2, a wild 
volley from Eltingh gave the 
Americans set point, which 
Palmer converted at the first 
attempt with a topspin lob. 

VWth many intricate ex- 
changes of volleys at the net 
and no break points, the 


second set was much closer- 
fought and games went with 
serve until 6-6. 

In the tiebreak, the Amer- 
icans held a 5-2 Jead after 
Haarhuis double-faulted and 
missed a backhand volley to 
lose both his service points. 
But the Dutch fought back 
and won four consecutive 
points, including both Palmer 
services, and Haarhuis con- 
verted the second Dutch set, 
point at 7-6 with a punch' 
volley. 

It was the Americans’ turn 
to falter in the third set as 
Reneberg let go a Haarhuis 
return on break point in the 
fourth game to trail 3-1. Re- 
neberg also had to save a set 
point in bis next service game 
at 3-5. 

In Cannes, France, Jan 
Apell and Jonas Bjorfcman of 
Sweden easily beat France’s 
Olivier Delaitre and Jean- 
Philippe Fleurian, 6-1, 6-4, 
6-4 Saturday to give the 
Swedes a 2-1 lead in the 
Davis Cup quarterfinal. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
CiWTitmMMSmai.kt 


WEEKLY Bltmcg QUIZ 

Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦KJ63 9KJ7 OQ 4J7842 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 <7 Pam ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AK 9102 0A8652 *A972 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pam 1 9 Pam Pm 

2* 2 9 ? 

What action do you take? 

QJ3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

♦AQIO02 9AQJ OQ» *AQ4 
What » your opening bid? 
i 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

»A94 9KJ92 09742 *K4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Soath West 

10 19 7 

What action do you take? 

— East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

•AQ1072 9K8 01092 *AK6 
What is your opening bid? 

0,6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K105 9AK73 0KQ5 M82 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * - Pass Pam ? 

What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


FIFA selects World Cup fantasy team 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The devastating strike force 
of Italy's Roberto Baggio, 
Brazil’s Romano and Bulgar- 
ia’s Hrist o Stoichkov head 
what FIFA describe as their 
dream team of the World 
Cup. 

The all-star team, selected 
by the FIFA technical com- 


the team. 

He had special praise for 
Baggio. 

“He showed great charac- 
ter after all the criticism he 
got at the start of the tourna- 
ment from the Italian press. 
When the opportunities arose 
he took his chances and in- 
stead of being, a laughing 


mittee has seven European - stock Italy are now in the 
players and four South final. Baggio is responsible," 


Americans — all Brazilians. 

Josef Venglos, the mana- 
ger of Slovakia and chairman 
of the technical committee,, 
defended the domination of 
European players. 

“Look at die semifinals. 
Three European and only 
one South American team." 
said Venglos. “And the quar- 
terfinals had seven European 
teams.” 

Former England interna- 
tional Sir Bobby Charlton 
said the European players all 
fully justified their place in 


said Sir Bobbv. who helped 
England beat Germany to win 
the World Cup final in 1966. 

Former Brazilian star Pele 
said the biggest surprise in 
the team was the inclusion of 
Marcio Santos. 

“Before the tournament no 
one even considered him for 
the Brazilian team. He only 
got in because Carlos Mozer 
was ill and Ricardo Gomes 
was injured. He has gone 
from third choice to being the 
best in the world,” said Pele. 

He was quick to defend the 


selection of Brazilian captain. 

“He may not be a great 
thinker or a play maker but 
he is the heart of the Brazi- 
lian team. He is the one who 
gets the bail back if someone 
loses it," said Pele. 

One surprise in the FIFA 
line-up was the absence of 
any player of the defending 
champions Germany. De- 
spite being knocked out in 
the quarterfinals by Bulgaria, 
.. striker Jurgen Klinsmann 
had been one of the stars of 
the World Cup. 

But despite one of the most 
star-studded teams of all- 
times FIFA's panel admitted 


the side would never take the 
field. 

Venglos said they had 
taken no account of where 
players come from and had 
picked the outstanding indi- 
viduals in a 3-4-3 formation 
that no team in the tourna- 
ment employed. 

“Frankly we accept that as 
a team they might not be able 
to play a match,” Venglos 
said. 

Former Scottish manager- 
Andy Roxbergh, a member 
of the committee, said after- 
wards that with all the egos 
involved, the team would 
need a psychologist rather 
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FORRENT 

Exclusive roof between U.S. embassy and British 
embassy: 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon & sitting 
areas. Big terrace with a beautiful view ideal lor 
diplomats, telephone available. 

Contact 660384 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


GOOD LUCK 



% DAUNTS 


Jewellers of Gold & Gems. 

In Brazil & Jordan. 

Jordan: Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle, 
Amman. 


TWO CARS FOR SALE 

1. Daihatsu Rocky (4X4), 1992, 4 cylinders, excellent 
condition, duty unpaid. JD 7,000 

2. Volkswagen GTI (American car), red, 1991, 4 cylin- 
ders, fast, sweet, and smooth, duty unpaid. JD 7,000 

For more information call 699610 
Ask for Zeld. 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, and salon, 
with telephone and central heating. 

Located in Abdoun area with a very nice view. 

Please calf Tel.: 698244 




1 - Suzuki -Vitara4 x 4 J x 16 Valve 1600 cc - Model 
1994 New Long Chassis./ White Colour -A/C/5 speed . 

Price US $ 17,500. 

2 - Toyota Corona 1600 CC , Maroon metalic,full options 
(used 28000 K.M) in Excellent condition . 

Price US $ 9500.00 


Phone : 09 916067 - Zarka - 688641 - Amman . 


than a coach. 

No player who had been 
sent off was considered for 
selection which might have 
cost Italy's goalkeeper Gian- 
luca Pagliuca. sent off against 
Norway, but otherwise out- 
standing, a place in the side. 

Michel Preud 'homme 
(Belgium) — Jorgihho. Mar- 
cio Santos (Brazil), Paolo 
Maldini (Italy) — Thomas 
Brolin (Sweden). Dunga 
(Brazil), Gheorghe Hagi 
(Romania), Krassimir Bala- 
kov (Bulgaria) — Roberto 
Baggio (Italy), Romario 
(Brazil), Stoichkov (Bulgar- 
ia). 


Hagi to undergo surgery 


BUCHAREST, Romania 
(AP) — Star Romanian mid- 
fielder Gheorghe Hagi will 
undergo surgery on his left 
knee. 

Team doctor Pompitiu 
Popescu told the daily Eve- 
nimentul Zilci that the 29- 
year Hagi, known as the 
“Maradona of the Car- 
pathians” will be operated on 
in Brescia, Italy, where he 
plays, after a short vacation 
in his home city Constanta 
and the capital Bucharest. 

“Hagi's knee was ban- 
daged in every match,’’ 
Popescu said. "By the end 
(when Romania bowed out in 


the quarterfinals to Sweden) 
it was torture and we had to 
put ice on his knee after each 
match.” 

In January, Hagi had an 
operation for a cyst on the 
same knee, but it flared dur- 
ing the World Cup. 

Following his performance 
in the World Cup, Hagi is 
being courted by Barcelona 
and Tottenham Hotspur. He 
was been quoted in the 
Romanian press as saying he 
prefers to play in Spain where 
he made his debut on foreign 
soil with Real Madrid m 
1990. 


Mustafa Al Sabbagh Centre 

MAL1GAYANG, PASKO AT 
MAN1GONG 

BAGONG TAON SA LAHAT, NG PILI- 
PINO AT PILIPINA KAYO AY IN- 
A ANY AY AHAN NAMIN NA KUMUHA 
NG HULUGAN SA MABA BANG 
HALAGA LAMANG — BAGONG 
MODELO NG SHARP AT BUMABATI 
RIN KAMI SA LAHAT NG - EM- 
PLEYADO NG PHILIPPINE EMBASSY 
MARAMING 
SALAMAT SA INYO 

Address: Bayader Wadi Sir, opposite 
Wadi Sir Mosque. 

Open all days of week 
except Fridays. 

Sales Manager 
Mr. Tamimi 
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NONSTOP 
GULF AIR STYLE 

Gulf Air offers nonstop afternoon flights from Amman to Abu 
Dhabi, Bahrain, Doha and onwards to Muscat. Whichever class 
you travel, you’ll fly in comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. Come fly with us and discover the international 
smile of the Gulf. 


FOB MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES CONTACT TOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AlR ON 653613. 



GU V LF>\IR 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashinf Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel'.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Louis Gossett — in 

MIDNIGHT STING 

Shows: 12-JO. 3 JO, 6:15, 8J0, 10J0 

Nabila Obeia ana Farouk Al . 
Fishawi 
in 

Unveiling The Sec- 
rets 

Arabic 

Shows: 12.-30, 3:15, 5:00. 6:45, K:W. 

' 10:30 - . 

CONCORD 
CONCORD “1” 
THE CRUSH 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
GREEN CARD 

Shows; 12:30, 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30, 10J0 

* ■ 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15, 8J0 

Today & Everyday 
Abu^Awwad in social comedyf 

"PUNCTURED BAG” 

Present their piay:^ 

WHAT A PEACEI 
(Salair Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tubs 
days. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Malaysian king's brother admits Israel visit 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — The brother of Malaysia's king 
admitted Saturday that he visited Israel and made social 
calls on two Israeli leaders last month to explore business 
opportunities. "It was a completely personal visit to 
investigate business possibilities since I was already in 
Europe for other businesses," said Prince Abdullah Abdul- 
lah Rahman, younger brother of King Tuanku Ja'afar 
Abdul Rahman. This was the first official confirmation of 
the prince’s three-day trip to the Jewish state last month 
after his presence there was disclosed by Israeli television 
and sparked controversy as Malaysia has no diplomatic ties 
with Israel. "While I was there. I was invited to meet with 
(Israeli Prime Minister) Yitzhak Rabin and (Foreign 
Minister) Shimon Peres, which was not easy to refuse as I 
was already in their country." Prince Abdullah said in a 
statement released through his listed company, Melewar 
Corporation Bhd. The prince, who is chairman of Mele- 
war, is currently in Japan. 

Deadline for ex-Thai police chief to surrender 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thailand's national police chief has 
given his predecessor and a second general until the end of 
August to sun-ender and face charges over the disappear- 
ance of a Saudi prince's gems five years ago. reports said 
Saturday. "If they do not surrender by the end of next 
■month, I will go and arrest them myself.” the news reports 
ouoted Pratin Santiprabhob as saying. Former chief Sawas- 
di Amomvivat and General Sanong Wattanawar, a police 
department legal adviser, are among eight officers charged 
r with malfeasance and negligence in the mishandling of $20 
; million in jewellery stolen from a Saudi prince in 19S9. 
j There was no explanation given for the liberal deadline to 
• surrender, which appeared to be in deference to the two 
“ officers’ senior rank. The other six suspects have surren- 
jj dered for questioning, but Mr. Pratin said Mr. Sawasdi and 
| Gen. Sanong had ignored their summonses. Another eight 
p Thais, all but one a policeman, currently are on trial in the 
] case. A Thai servant stole the jewellery from a Saudi palace 
j and fled with the loot to Thailand, where he was arrested 
J and the gems seized. But not all the jewels were returned to 
t the prince, and much of what was given back was fake. The 
j jewellery case and the murder of five Saudis here in 
j 1989-90 poisoned relations between Riyadh and Bangkok. 

| Rafsanjani opens Islamic trade fair 

I TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
j Rafsanjani opened an Islamic trade fair in Tehran Satur- 
■! day. calling for closer cooperation among the 30 countries 
I represented there. The fair, sponsored by the Organisation 
; of the Islamic Conference (OIC), is due ro continue until 

1 Wednesday. Mr. Rafsanjani urged Islamic countries to 

2 complement each other’s ‘gigantic” resources in order to 
, become a "powerful trading bloc" in the world. He 
: expressed regret that OIC member states did “not give 
\ priority" in trade to other Muslim countries, and instead 
5 opened their markets to Western and Japanese companies. 

! ' “There are no organised links between the world's SO 
Muslim countries and this is painful,” the president said. 

,, Commerce Minister Yahya A1 Eshagh, who attended the 
t fair with Mr. Rafsanjani. said Iran’s purchases from other 
Islamic countries had risen from four per cent o? total 
imports in the years immediately following the 1979 
revolution to over 10 per cent. Meanwhile its exports to 
OIC members had jumped from $90 million to S981 
million. Mr. Rafsanjani called on OIC members to offer 
preferential trade status to other Muslim states as "a first 
5 step" toward creating an Islamic free-trade zone. The fair is 
j organised every two years, hosted by an OIC membeT. 

Israel studies law against PLO in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli cabinet 
is to discuss Monday a draft law aimed at limiting the : 
activity of Palestinian institutions in Jerusalem, govern- 
ment officials here said Saturday. Under the draft law, 
Palestinians who carried out diplomatic activities of East , 
\ Jerusalem would be liable to a year in prison and a large 
• fine, officials said. Any ceremony or demonstration would i 
• have to be authorised in advance by Israeli authorities. J 
r Police would also be able to present confidential informa- 
■ rion in closed hearings at trials without having to reveal 
: their sources. The Israeli cabinet, which normally meets on 
j Sunday, put the meeting on the draft law back to Monday 
! because of a religious holiday. Faisal Husseini. senior 
■ Palestine Liberation Organistion (PLO) official in Jera- 
i salem. condemned the biil and said it went “against the 
s peace process." He said: "I have no intention of submitting i 
; to it and I will continue my activities." though he stressed 
• that Palestinian autonomy was run from the new self-rule 
' areas of the Gaza Strip and Jericho. Israel's Police Minister 
j Moshc Shahal warned Tuesday that Palestinians would not 
* be allowed to carry on receiving ministers and other official 
) guests from abroad in Jerusalem. "We will not accept that 
* the Palestinians receive official representatives from 
i abtoad in Jerusalem, whether i: is ar Orient House or 
J elsewhere.’’ Shahal said. 



QUALITY APARTMENTS 


FOR TOUR STAY IN AMMAN 

DIFFERENT SIZES. 

MODERN & ELEGANT FURNITURE. 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENETTES. 
SATELLITE TV. 

DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES. 
CONVENIENT LOCATION. 

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES. 
DAILY RATES. 

5th Circle - T owsrds King Abdullah gardens, 
Amman. Jordan. Tel. 574563 rat 674551 P.O.Soj 830127 


Lebanon 

wants 

global 


N. Korea delays 
Kim’s funeral 


SEOUL (Agencies) — North 
Korea said on Saturday it was 
delaying the funeral of its late 
President Kim Il-Sung by two 
days, pro mptin g officials in 
South Korea to call it a sign 
of possible problems in bos 
succession. 

Pyongyang’s official Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said the funeral was 
being delayed from Sunday 
to Tuesday because of an 
increasing number of mour- 
ners. 

An agency report moni- 
tored in Tokyo carried a 
statement by the state funeral 
committee saying that in- 
creasing numbers of mour- 
ners were visiting the body 
each day in Pyongyang. 

The committee, led by Kim 
H-Sung’s son and designated 
successor Kim Jong-11, said 
mourners would be received 
till Monday. It added: 

“The mourning service for 
the last parting of the re- 
spected and beloved leader 
comrade Kim H-Sung's bier 
will take place in Pyongyang, 
the capital of revolution, on 
19th July 1994. 

"The memorial service for 
the respected and beloved 
leader comrade Kim Il-Sung 
will be held on 20th July 
1994." 

South Korean government 
officials said they were very 
surprised by the announce- 
ment and government minis- 
ters held a special security 
meeting to discuss its implica- 
tions. 

"Postponement of the 
funeral of a leader is unusual 
in a socialist country," said 
on official at Seoul’s South- 
North dialogue office. 

“Although the North Ko- 
rean report said the funeral 
has been delayed because of 
the increasing numbers of 
mourners, we suspect there 
might be some trouble in the 
North Korean leadership af- 
ter the death of Kim Il- 
Sung." 

Seoul’s Yonhap domestic 
news agency said the security 
meeting called by Unification 
Minister Lee Hong-Koo con- 
cluded the North Koreans 
were trying to buy time to 
cement Kim Jong-Il's succes- 
sion and to cause unrest in 
the south. 

A Unification Ministry 


spokesman only confirmed 
the meeting took place. 

“We think the postpone- 
ment is due to an internal 
necessity to ensure Kim Jong- 
D’s succession by using the 
mourning atmosphere," 
Yonhap quoted a .govern- 
ment source as saying. 

"Paradoxically, this can be 
regarded as proof that Kim 
Jong-Il’s position has not 
been firmly established,” the 
unidentified source was 
quoted as saying. 

Kim Il-Sung died, aged 82, 
on July 8, according to North 
Korean media reports, which 
announced his death and the 
original date of the funeral 
the following day. 

Some academics and other 
analysts have predicted a 
straggle for power in the 
secretive Stalinist state, 
which the elder Kim ruled 
since its founding after World 
War II. 

A South Korean intelli- 

P snce source told Reuters on 
riday that the intelligence 
service had studied television 
pictures on Kim Jong-11 
mourning his father and con- 
cluded after comparing them 
with previous footage that he 
might be unwell. 

However, Seoul-based 
North Korea expert Michael 
Breen said the Pyongyang 
radio report could be taken at 
face value. 

“My immediate reaction is 
that the scale of mourning is 
indeed larger than antici- 
pated and that that serves a 
very useful political purpose 
— to channel emotions to- 
wards Kim Jong-H. 

“I can’t quite see the con- 
nection between delaying the 
funeral and a power straggle. 
I would need to see more 
evidence of that.” 

The delay also means a 
further division of opinion in 
South Korea over a damp- 
down on consolatory remarks 
by opposition parties, dissi- 
dents and radicals on Kim’s 
death. 

South Korean officers on 
Saturday arrested Kan Hi- 
Nara, a 75-year-old dissident 
pastor, Saturday after thwart- 
ing his unauthorised bid to 
cross the fortified border into 
North Korea to pay homage 
at the bier of Kim Il-Sung. 


2 Arab envoys feared 
kidnapped in Algeria 

The action, which comes 
amid signs that Islamic fun- 
damentalists are stepping up 
attacks against foreigners as 
part of their insurgency 
against Algeria’s secular 
military- backed government, 
would if confirmed mark the 
first time ambassadors sta- 
tioned in Algiers had been 
abducted. 

Other Arab ambassadors 
were due to hold an emergen- 
cy meeting Saturday after- 
noon to discuss tfieir re- 
sponse to the incident, the 
diplomatic sources said. 

Security forces said an op- 
eration to track down the 
men had been launched. 

They added that the two 
ambassadors had not in- 
formed Algerian authorities 
of their intention to go to 
Khemis AJ Kechna, an area 
reputed to be a fundamental- 
ist stronghold and where 
several militant attacks and 
security force searchers have 
taken place in the last two 
years. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
ambassadors of Yemen and 
Oman were feared kidnap- 
ped Saturday, a day after 
going missing in an Islamic 
fundamentalist stronghold 
near Algiers. Algerian secur- 
ity services and diplomats 
said. 

A vehicle in which both 
diplomats had been travelling 
Friday was found torched 
Saturday near the spot in the 
Khemis A1 Kechna areas 
where they went missing, the 
security services said. 

Arab diplomatic sources 
said the two men — named as 
•Omani Hillal Ben Salem 
Hammoud A1 Sivabi and Ye- 
men Gacem Askar Djer- 
brane — had probably been 
kidnapped. 

in Sanaa an unidentified 
Yemen government official 
said the country’s envoy bad 
been abducted. 

No one had claimed re- 
sponsibility for tbeir dis- 
appearance by late Saturday 
afternoon. 


Yemen orders Aden curfew 


(Continued from page 1) 

and some shops have been 
ransacked in widespread 
looting. 

Residents said pillaging 
had subsided. State television 
on Friday night broadcast 
notice station numbers where 
people could report any loot- 
ing incidents. 

But travellers who arrived 
in Aden on Friday night said 
trucks piled high with looted 
furniture continued to head 
north, a common scene since 
die city’s fall. 

In what has become a daily 
scene over the past month, 
Aden’s residents queued at 
water wells for mostly untre- 
ated supplies. 

Others swept debris from 
their homes and shops. 

Fewer soldiers patrolled 
the dusty and garbage-strewn 
streets. ' Twenty-three gar- 
bage trucks had been looted 
and workers only had two 
trucks to collect rubbish, aid 
workers said. 

The cabinet said it would 
urgently work to restore wa- 
ter and electricity. Aid work- 
ers had said damage to water 
pipelines was extensive and 
repairs could take weeks (see 
page 2). 


Meanwhile Southern 
Yemeni poliiicans who 
opposed secession are hold- 
ing talks in Sanaa in an effort 
to salvage a southern role in 
united Yemen. 

Mohammad Taib, deputy 
housing minister, said 15 
members of the southern Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP) 
were in Sanaa for talks with 
President Saleh. 

He said one senior YSP 
official, Fadl Mohsen Abdul- 
lah, had returned from the 
talks in Sanaa to take part in 
cabinet discussions in Aden 
this week on restoring order 
and basic services to the city. 

Mr. Saleh has branded Mr. 
Beidh and 15 of his officials 
as traitors and refuse to talk 
to them for engineering the 
abortive secession after four 
years of north-south unity. 

Mr. Abdullah, chairman of 
the YSP’s 56-strong caucus in 
the 301-member parliament, 
is not among the 16. 

But political sources said 
that even the talks with what 
the north says are moderate 
YSP members are proving 
controversial. 

Southerners have tong held 
they were discriminated 
against by the more populous 
north in the four years of 


peace 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
has linked its fate with Syria's 
in demanding a comprehen- 
sive Arab-Israeli settlement 

"Or no thin g at all." 

“Any imuvidnal progress is 
fine if it leads to a global 
peace,” a senior Lebanese 
official told AFP. 

But the official who de- 
clined to be named asserted 
that border negotiations next 
week between Israel and Jor- 
dan as well as the Israeli - 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accord laun- 
ching Palestinian self-rule in 
May did not fulfill hopes for a 
comprehensive peace. 

On the eve of a new re- 
gional peace mission by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, the Lebanese 
official said “Israel is current- 
ly securing promisory notes 
to sell the notion of peace.” 

The U.S. secretary of state 
is to visit Damascus, which 
has an estimated 35,000 
troops in Lebanon and is the 
main foreign power broker 
here, but is not expected to 
visit Beirut. 

Officials here agree that 
the conflict is not between 
Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours. “The conflict is be- 
tween Israel and the Arab 
states and Israel will only sign 
with all of them or none,” 
one official said. 

“It’s like buying a piece of 
land owned by several share 
holders. You need to secure 
all of the shares to own all the 
land. 

“Israel, too, is bolding on 
to shares and will sell them 
once it is assured that the 
others will go along,” he 
added. 

According to one official, 
Washington has tried repe- 
atedly to push Beirut ro go it 
alone and ' start separate 
peace talks with Israel with- 
out Syria. 

Bnt the United States gave 
up now trying to break up the 
Syrian-Lebanese tandem af- 
ter realising that it would 
“make Damascus more ner- 
vous,” the official added. 

President Elias Hrawi 
reiterated on Thursday that 
“Lebanon will sign with Syria 
and will be the last to sign.” 

Beirut and Damascus have 
sealed their fates in a treaty 
of friendship and cooperation 
since May 1991 and Lebanese 
leaders go to Damascus 
whenever there is trouble at 
home. 

Both countries also share a 
key card in their negotiations 
with Israel: The anti-Israeli 
resistance spearheaded by 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
guerrillas which have vowed 
to drive Israeli troops from 
South Lebanon. 

Lebanon refuses to dis- 
band Hizbollah before Israel 
complies with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425 to 
evacuate a "security zone” in 
South Lebanon, a move 
which would also pave the 
way for setting up a joint 
military commission. 

Israel has repeatedly ac- 
cused Syria of stoking vio- 
lence in South Lebanon to 
win concessions in the peace 
talks and has warned Damas- 
cus to rein in Hizbollah after 
each flare-up. 

Officials here believe that 
Washington can no longer 
play the role of messenger 
between Israel and Syria. 


fragile unity. 

Mr. Saleh faces the task of 
overcoming suspicions that 
sparked two months of war 
while appeasing backers in 
the Islamist Islah Party who 
want the South's role shrunk 
to reflect a four-to-one north- 
ern dominance in Yemen's 
population, the sources said 
(see page 2). 

The YSP remains officially 
the third pillar of the coali- 
tion government formed after 
general elections last year 
with Mr. Saleh’s General 
People's Congress (GPC) 
and Islah. 

Bnt the sources said that 
after the secessionist's defeat, 
Islah was lobbying to reduce 
the southern role, especially 
that of its traditional and 
hated rivals m the formerly 
Marxist YSP. 

They said that Islah, an 
umbrella group of Islamists 
that includes strict fun- 
damentalists, felt it should be 
rewarded for its political and 
military support for Mr. 
Saleh during the war. 

Islah members were re- 
ported to have fought along- 
side Mr. Saleh's armies in the 
battle for control of the 
south. 


Luai Uredqat Mohammad Ali 

Convicted rapist/killer 
of 8-year-old executed 



By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Two people 
convicted of first degree mur- 
der in two separate cases 
were banged at Swaqa prison 
south of Amman at dawn 
Saturday. They were the 
fourth and fifth executions in 
Jordan this year. 

One of the two was . 
Mohammad Ali 57, was sent- 
enced to death after being 
fonnd guilty of sodomis- 
ing and killing eight-year-old 
Lo’ai Eraiqat, in an incident 
that sent shockwaves through 
the Jordanian society. 

According to court papers, 
the convict, known as Abu 
Ziad, lured Lo’ai, his neigh- 
bour’s son, to an isolated 
area 30 kilometres from Zar- 
qa, on the morning of March 
12, and raped him. 

The boy started bleeding 
and be threatened Abu Ziad 
that he would tell his father, ' 
according to court papers. 
The convict tried to stop the 
bleeding but he failed, and he 
decided to kill the boy. 

He told police that he se- 
vered the head of the boy and 
other parts of his body using 
a knife which he threw away 
before returning to Zarqa. 

The victim's decomposing 
body was fonnd dumped near 
a pOe of stones in al Quonieh 
area on March 15, three days 
after he was reported mis- 
sing. 

Abu Ziad, who lives close 


to the victim’s house, went to 
his neighbour's the same 
evening and volunteered to 
escort Lo’ai’s father to police 
station to report his child 
missing. Later, when the 
boy’s body was discovered, 
Abu Ziad went to his neigh- 
boor’s house with food to 
comfort the family and 
attended the funeral. 

Another convict executed 
Saturday was a 22-year-old 
man identified as Walid 
Mohammad convicted of 
strangling and killing First 
Lieutenant Ayman Abadi, 
27, with the help of the vic- 
tim’s wife, 17. 

Court papers said that the 
convict, who bad an affair 
with the victim's wife before 
she got married planned the 
crime together. 

According to court papers, 
Mohammad gave the woman 
some sleeping polls to put in 
her husband’s lemon juice. 

The convict told police that 
after the victim fell asleep, he 
went to the house and strang- 
led him with a scarf. Then 
with the help of his wife they 
dressed him in his military 
uniform, tied him up with a 
nylon rope, placed his body 
in a burlap bag and dumped 
the body in a nearby trash 
bin. 

The wife was sentenced to 
five years in prison. She is 
currently at a juvenile centre 
and will be transferred to a 
prison after she turns 18. 


King reaffirms Jordan’s right 


(Continued ^from page 1) 
express then- views. The 
majority supported our deal- 
ing with the new realities and 
new situation though some 
had different views from 
ours.” 

“We work in dear day light 
and under die sun. We hope, 
to arrive at a comprehensive 
and just peace. We have 
shouldered so many burdens 
in the past, and the time has 
come now to turn our atten- 
tion to onr country’s present 
and fixture at a time when 
everyone knows that the 
Kingdom is constantly 
threatened and besieged. 

"This country still holds 
good things and is committed 


to genuine Arab belonging 
and committed to ensure the 
Arab Nation’s Interests. This 
is a country of free people 
and a country of sacrifices 
and valiant men and there- 
fore it can not accept to cover 
op for designs directed 
against or at toe expense of 
this country. Should this 
country face an end, the dan- 
ger would confront the whole 
Arab World. 

“Jordan is not Al Hnssein 
only, but rather every citizen 
of the country, afl its citizens 
equipped with awareness and 
determination. Our heads 
will remain high and our ban- 
ners will remain raised with 
God’s help.” 


U.S. seeks to assure Syria 


(Con ti nue d Iran page 1) 

minister Jawad Al Anani said 
Jordan saw the Israeli minis- 
ter’s statement as positive. 

"The Jordanian position 
on the issue of Arab rights to 
exercise jurisdiction over 
their own territory is dear 
and consistent,” Dr. Anani 
told a press conference. 
“Any Israeli statements from 
officials in this direction must 
be seen positively.” 

Syria’s government-run 
Tishreen daily asserted in a 
commentary that Mr. Peres’ 
comments did nothing to adv- 
ance the peace process. 

"What is definitely deman- 
g d is a clear commitment by 
Israeli rulers to end the 
Israeli occupation of the 
Golan and South Lebanon 
and to implement U.N. re- 
solutions envisioning a full 
withdrawal from occupied 
Arab lands,” the paper said. 

"Occupation, however 
long it was, could not cancel 
Syria’s sovereignty over the 
Golan which is a Syrian land 
that should be returned to its 
real owners in accordance 
with U.N. resolutions and the 
U.S. Middle East peace in- 
itiative,” it said. 

The daily noted that Mr. 
Peres “refused any sugges- 
tion requiring Israel to with- 
draw from the occupied Sy- 
rian Golan and then to con- 
duct discussions on peace.” 

Syrian-Israeli negotiations 
are stalled over the withdraw- 
al issue and future relations. 
Damascus wants Israel to 
withdrawal fully from the 
plateau and Israel wants to 
have normal ties with Syria 
before declaring the extent of 
any pull-out. 

In Amman, Dr. Anani said 
there had been no contact 
between Jordan and Syria af- 
ter last month’s visit to 


Damascus by King Hussein. 

-The minister said while 
Jordan has always informed 
Syria of the progress of its 
negotiations with Israel, 
Damascus was not very redp- 
rocative. 

“Jordan believes that coor- 
dination is not a one shot in 
the arm, it is a continuous 
process that must be main- 
tained and should lead to 
certain levels, higher levels, 
at certain moments, like this 
moments," Dr. Anani said. 

“What we know about de- 
velopments on the Syrian 
track is what has been said by 
Syrian officials, American 
officials and sometimes by 
Israeli officials,” he said. “It 
seems there is some sort of 
agreement." 

“The U.S. is very keen to 
achieve progress on the Sy- 
rian track,” he said, citing 
this week’s visit to the region 
by Mr. Christopher. 

“The position of Jordan 
supports especially what 
President Clinton said yester- 
day that he believes in com- 
prehensive peace. (Clinton) 
made specific reference to 
the Syrian track,” said the 
minister. 

“We believe that compre- 
hensiveness is an imperative 
requirement for that peace to 
be pennanent and just,” Dr. 
Anani said. “Otherwise the 
possibility of an explosive 
situation might be some tima 
in the future, which we all 
trying to avoid at this junc- 
ture." 

Mr. Peres said Saturday 
Israeli will not sign a peace 
accord with Jordan at the 
expense of a pact with Syria. 

“We are in favour of a 
comprehensive accord and 
don’t want to give the im- 
pression that an accord with 
Jordan will be signed at the 
expense of one with Syria.” 



Siamese twins 

successfully 

separated 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Doctors have successfully 
separated Siamese twins 
Monique and Donn Krige, 
who were joined at the sto- 
mach and shared a liver. 
South African Radio re- 
ported Saturday. The twins 
were born Thursday along 
with their normal sister, the 
only recorded case in South 
Africa of triplets including 
Siamese twins. They ■ were 
separated in a Pretoria hos- 
pital and doctors said the 
twins were in serious but 
stable condition. Last month 
Siamese twins Mahletse and 
Ntabiseng Makwaeba, who 
were joined at the head, died' 
after being separated in a 
12-hour operation at Ga- 
Rankuwa Hospital north of 
Pretoria. 

Thatcher takes 
tea with Havel 

PRAGUE (AFP) — Former 
British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher held an infor- 
mal teatime meeting with 
Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, a presidential spokes- 
man said. Lady Thatcher ar- 
rived here Thursday for a 
private two-day visit orga- 
nised by the Bohemia Found- 
ation, which promotes die 
Czech Republic abroad. On 
Friday she took part in a 
public debate before taking 
tea with Mr. Havel in the 
gardens of Prague Castle. 

Little Richard 
may open for 
the Beatles 

BOSTON (R) — Good golly. 
Miss Molly, our friend Little 
'Richard has some news. The 
Beatles are getting back 
together and want him to be 
their opening act. “Thank 
you. Lord” he joyously ex- 
claimed during a telephone 
interview this week. “My 
career has been like a dream. 
To see the Beatles getting 
ready to do a reunion tour 
and they want me to be on it 
with them is a joy," he 
added. He said the surviving 
three Beatles are doing more 
than just a few new record- 
ings as they have previously 
announced. They are plan- 
ning a tour and have asked 
him along. “Mick J agger and 
the Rolling Stones wanted 
me to do their tour also, but I 
think I’d rather do the Bea- 
tles," Tie said. "That would 
be a history-making tiling.” 
While others may question 
whether Paul, Geoige and 
Ringo really intend to go 
back on the road for the first 
time in nearly 30 years, the 
only question in Little 
Richard’s mind is whether he 
will consent to be their open- 
ing act. “I’ve been thinking 
about it,” he said. “I love 
them and they love me. They 
started with me, so why not 
do it for a few days? I think 
HI accept it." Back in 1962, 
the then fast-rising group 
from Liverpool opened the 
last shows of Little Richard’s 
British toor, Richard is in a 
touring state of mind these 
days, a rarity for him. Start- 
ing in 1956, he bad hit after 
hit — Tutti Frutti, Long Tall 
Sally and Good Golly, Miss 
Molly. Bnt he quit show busi- 
ness in 1967 and turned to 
religion at the peak of his 
popularity. Since that time, 
he has bounced erratically 
between preaching and sing- 
ing Gospel music and per- 
forming his rock ‘n’ classics. 
Now he’s rocking at gale 
force again. This summer 
he’s undertaken the most ex- 
tensive tour of the U.S. in his 
career. 

Japan outlaws > 
sea turtle trade 

TOKYO' (AP) — Japan de- 
cided to end its controversial 
trade in endangered sea tur- 
tles. Japan imported about 35 
tonnes of the HawksWl sea 
turtle last year, in defiance of 
international treatiesprotect- 
mg the species. Tne en- 
dangered animal’s shells were 
used in tortoise-shell orna- 
ments and eyeglass frames. 
Japan claimed that because 
making these ornaments are 
traditional crafts, it was ex- 
empt from treaty obligations 
to protea the animal. "The 
ban win certainly improve the 
Hawksbill turtle’s chances for 
survival,” said Akflco Ishi- 
hara of the Worldwide Fund 
for Nature (WWF). Japan 
controls about 90 per cent of 
world’s trade in the imperiled 
sea turtle. Friday’s decision 
to outlaw all trafficking in fee 
endangered species was made 
at the cabinet level. 


